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PARLIAMENTARY HISTORY. 


sa lofs of an important queftion 
in either Houfe of parliament 
had been fo long confidered as a fufii- 
cient warning for the minifters who 
fupported it to retire, that though the 
two fecretaries of itate had boldly de- 
clared that they would not give way 
to the dark intrigues of fecret infla- 
ence, and that the -y did not doubt be- 
ing. able to carry a new India bill 
through the Upper Houfe, by expofing 
the arts which had been employed to 
defeat the former, it was clearly un- 
derftood that their adminiftration was 
at an end, and their removal from of- 
fice was daily expetted. 

Dec. 19. Lord North and Mr. Fox 
announced achange of miniftry, by 
feating themfelves on the oppofite fide 
of the Houfe, over againtt the Trea- 
fury benches. They were followed by 
Lord iohn Cavendifh, Sir Grey Coo- 


per, ¢ ‘Se whole fequel and ‘depen- 
dence of coalition. As the Houfe 
continued _» fill, a very formidable 
number « sembers ranged themfelves 
on the de, while the ‘Treafury 


benches were, comparatively fpeaking, 
but thinly occupied. Confidence in 
their own ‘ftrength, and a haughty con- 
tempt for their adverfaries, preferved 
sheir phalanx as yet unbroken. The 
event has not been anfwerable to their 
expectations, and fhews, that in polli- 
tics, as well as in war, no enemy is to 
be defpifed for his weaknefs. 

The idea was not yet entertained, 


that a miniftry could maintain them- 
felves in office, in oppofition to a 
majority of the Houfe of Commons. 
A diffolutioa of parliament was uni- 
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verfally believed to be the only expe- 
dient by which a new minifiry could 
be eftablifhed, fince the difcarded fe- 
cretaries were at the head of as for- 
micable a party in the Lower Houfe, 
as ever fupported any minifter in the 
utmoft pleni itude of power. The de- 
bate of the day turned folely on this 
point. Mr. H. Dundas, and thofe who 
on a the new miniftry, wifhed the 
Houfé to adjourn till to-morrow, for 
the purpose of reading the land-tax 
bill a third time, that it might be 
ready to qualify the demands on the 
public credit on the sth of January 
‘This was oppofed by Mr. Baker on ¥ 
part of oppofition, who anticipated 
Mr. Dundas’s motion, by moving to 
adjourn to Monday. In fupport of 
this motion it was urged, that the fin- 

ular ftate of the country demanded 
i moft ferious attention of the 
Houfe; that they ought carefully to 
guard againft any impediment to their 
deliberations on that important fub- 
ject; and that the fureft way to do this 
was to keep the bill in their hands, as 

a pledge that Aas fhould be permit- 
so to meet on Monday and confider 
the ftate of the nation. It was ridie 
culous to affert that the public credit 
would be affected by this delav, as not 
a fhilling of the land tax could be ap- 
plied to the payments of the sth of 
january, a vote to make up the defi- 
ciency of taxes being always the mode 
of providing for them; nor would it 
prevent the. paffing of the bill time 
enough to sit sa all the purpofes that 
were expected trom it. 


Mr. Fox faid that the adjournment 
Ll for 
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for to-morrow was merely a fcheme, 
by getting the bill paffed, to make way 
for that abominable bufinefs, a diffo- 
lution of parliament, in Ma viola- 
tion of the dignity of the Houfe, and 
in utter contempt of its refoletions. 
If the Houfe did not at that time fet 
its face againft any infraction of the 
practical conftitution, as it had been 
exercifed fince the revolution, there 
was anend of the contftiteent branches 
of the legiflature. ‘The facred name 
of Majefty had becn abufed, to deftroy 
the conftitutional rights of the people 
in their legiflative function, and the 
perfons who were pointed out by ru- 
mour as having employed fuch influ- 
ence, though often calied upon to 
difavow it, and having repeated op- 

ortunities to do fo with honour, had 
{till chofen fo far to preferve their in- 
tegrity, and to remain filent under 
charges the moft criminal and dange- 
rous. 

Lord Mulcrave faid, that to keep 
the bill in their hands, as a pledge that 
they fhould meet again, was, in effect, 
to withhold the fupply, till a defeated 
faction had made the Jait beld attempt 
of difappointmenit and defpair. 

Mr, Arden wondered why gentle- 
men fhould be fo anxious to prevent a 
diffolution of parliament, or what rea- 
fon they had to apprehend fuch a mea- 
fure. And if it were really intended, 
what could prevent it? ‘The refolu- 
tions of that Houfe. He muft bea 
timid man indeed, and unfit to be the 
minifter of thiscountry, who would be 
over-awed by a refolation of that 
Houfe, on a queftion of its own con- 
tinuance or annihilation. 

Mr. Fox reprobated this doctrine. 
The learned gentleman ought to have 
known that the voice of the Houfe of 
Commons was the voice of the peo- 
ple, as long as it was not contradi¢ted 
by the people; and he muft be a bold 

1 eed who fhould dare to de- 
fpife the voice of the people. Prema- 
ture diffolutions were at all times dan- 
gerous, and more peculiarly fo at pre- 
fent. For how ftood the country with 
tefpect to foreign powers? How as 
to our own dependencies? What fo- 
reign power would treat with a go- 


April 
vernment in which there was no fta- 
bility? The frequent changes of ad. 
miniftration would render us the 


laughing ftock of Europe, and plunge 


every thing at home into fuch a ftate of 
anarchy and confufion, as might make 
the country feel all the horrors of a 
civil war, fhort of blood-fhed.— The 
adjournment to Monday was carried 
without a divifion. 

Mr. Eee, late Attorney-General, then 
moved that the further confideration 
of Sir Thomas Rumbold’s bill of pains 
and penalties be deferred to the zoth 
of July next. ‘This was oppofed by 
Mr Baker, and a divifion took place; 
Ayes 27, Noes 8. What is rather fin- 
gular, the Speaker and four tellers, 
added to thofe members who divided, 
made no more than forty, the exact 
number that conftitutes a Houfe. 

‘Thus ended a bufinefs that had ex- 
cited fo much public attention, and 
had wafted fo much of the time of 
the Houfe. We are to prefume that 
Sir Thomas Rumbold was innocent, 
fince his crithinality was never profe- 
cuted to conviction: bet we cannot 
help remarking, that his cafe affords 
an additional proof of the infufficiency 
of the laws now in being to punifh 
delinquencies committed in India, as 
heavy charges were alledged againtt 
him, the proceedings upon which were. 
never brought to an iffue, 

Dec. 22. Mr. W. Grenville inform. 
ed the Houfe that his noble relation, 
(Lord Temple) that he might not be 
fuppofed to feck protection from his 
fituation as a ntinifter againft enquiry 
or juftice, had that day refigned into 
his Majefty’s hands the feals of office, 
with which he had been fo recently 
honoured, and that he was now in his 
private capacity, unprotected by the 
influence of office, ready to anfwer for 
his late conduét, whenever a charge 
fhould be brought againit him. 

Mr. Fox faid the noble lord cer- 
tainly knew beft why he had refigned, 
as he alfo did why he had adventured 
into office but two'days before, under 
exactly the famé'circumftances which 

e wifhed to perfuade the world, had 
now induced -him to refign. it had 
never been faid that any refolution 

: would 
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would be levelled at the noble lord, of 
which he muft have been well aware, 
for the nature of the tranfaction al- 


luded to precluded the poffibility of 
bringing evidence that would conviét 
the noble lord, or any other perfon, of 
the charge which rumour had fo con- 
fidently alledged. 

The land-tax bill was then read a 
thirdtime, and paffed without any de- 
bate, and the Houfe having refolved 
itfelf into a committee on the ftate of 
the nation, Adr. Hufey in the chair, 
Mr. Exfkine opened the bufinefs, by pro- 
pofing an addrefs to the King againtt 
a difiolution of parliament. Such a 
propofition et naturally from the 
refolution which had been adopted by 
the Houfe on the 17th. It was no 
infringement of the royal prerogative, 
for it only prefumed to approach the 
throne with advice, in that dutiful and 
refpectful manner which became fub- 
jects {peaking to their fovereign, a 
privilege as inherent in that Houfe as 
the prerogative of calling and difloly- 
ing parliament was ira thecrown. He 
enumerated the inconveniences. and 
dangers that muft arife from a diffolu- 
tion in fo critical a fituation of things. 
The ftate of public credit at home ;. a 
commercial connexion with America; 
the diftrasted affairs of India; and the 
ftate of the Company’s finances, which 
called for immediate relief from par- 
tiament; thefe were objects of which 
the confideration could not be delayed 
without manifeft injury to the ftate. 
The prefent Houfe of Commons had 
acquired a thorough knowledge of In- 
dia affairs, by an inveftigation purfued 
for tw years with unremitting in- 
duftry, and were, therefore, compe- 
tent judges of what regulations were 
proper for the future government of it. 
A new parliament would be totally un- 
informed on the fubje&t, and confe- 
quently not qualified to bring the bu- 
finefs to fo fpeedy a conclufion, as the 
preffing neceitities of the ftate demand- 
ed. He denied that the rejection of 
the India bill furnifhed any kind of 
argument for a diffolution. If parlia- 
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ment were to be diffolved, merely be- 
caufe the Houfe of Commons had paf- 
fed a bill, which the Lords thought pro- 
per to reject, the independence of the 
former would be totally deftroyed. He 
defired to be informed what reafon 
members fhould affign to their confti- 
tuents for being prematurely fent back 
to them by a diffolution. Was it be- 
caufe they had no confidence in his 
Majefty’s minifters? He wotld an- 
{wer no, bat becaufe his Majefty’s mi- 
nifters had no confidence in them; and 
as they were not minifters to fuit the 
parliament, they were refolved to get 
a parliament to fuit the minifiers, Af- 
ter avariety of other arguments not fo 
immediately in point, he read the 
draught of an addrefs, and moved that 
the chairman be inftruéted to move the 
Houfe to agree toit. It acknowledged 
in the fulleit extent the prerogative of 
the crown; reprefented the dangers 
apprehended from a diffolution of par- 
liament; and befought his Majefty to 
hearken to the advice of his faithful 
Commons, and not to the fecret ad- 
vice of perfons who might have inte- 
refts of their own, feparate from the 
true intereft of his Majefty and his 
people*. Colanel Fitzpatrick feconded 
the motion. 

Mr. H. Dundas oppofed it as unne- 
ceffary, and therefore improper. Like 
the refolution from which it originated, 
it was founded merely on rumour. He 
was at a lofs to imagine whence the 
report of a diffolution could fpring. 
He would venture to affert that the 
prefent advifers of the crown had no 
fuch intention; and as far as he could 
pledge himfelt for the actions of ano- 
ther, he would pledge himfelf that his 
right honourable friend (Mr. Pitt) 
would not advife fuch a meafure. He, 
therefore, entreated the Heufe to con- 
fider whether there were any grounds 
for adopting fo ferious a meafure as 
that of carrying up an addrefs to the 
throne—a meafure which ought never 
to be propofed but on the mott folema 
occafions, nor ever adopted, but when 
the neceflity of it could be clearly and 

Llz unequivocally 


* See our Magazine for January, p. 76. The concluding paragragh was copied from an addrets 
prefented to King William in 1693, praying to be informed by whofe advice he had withheld the 
royal aflent to fome bills of which he had thought proper to coutider, 
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unequivocally afcertained. Mr. Banks 

was of the fame opinion, and faid that 
he was authorifed by Mr. Fist to affure 
the committee that he had no inten- 
tion to advife either a diffolution or 
prorogation ‘of parliament. 

Mr. Fex could not be fatisfed by 
thefe affurances, becaufe the very means 
by which the power of the prefent ad- 
vifers of the crown had been obtained 
might deprive them of it; and while 
they were declaring that parliament 
would not be diffolved, the meafure 
might be refolved upon, in confequence 
of fome fecret advice which they could 
neither forefee nor over-rule. Jt was, 
therefore, incumbent on the commit- 
tee to adopt a meafure that would 
guard the conftitution againft the bane- 
ful effe@s of fecret influence, and ba- 
nith it for ever from about the throne. 
Governor Fobnfione differed from both 
fides of the Houfe. From the oppo- 
fite opinions of the two Houfes on the 
India bill, and their tenacioufnefs of 
thofe opinions, he did not hefitate to 
declare that parliament ought to be 
diffolved; and he would deem him a 
sufiilanimous’ miniiter indeed, who 
fhould be driven from the helm by any 
refolution of that Houfe, againtt a mea- 
fure which the fafety of th :¢ public cal- 
led for. He thought the advice re- 
ported to have been given by a ncble 
earl capable of a good defence; for 
neither the law of the land, nor the fpi- 
rit of the conftitution, fortiade an ho- 
neit man to go to his fovereign, and 
make known to him the fentiments of 
his fubjeéts on any meafure in which 
they conceived their lives, their pro- 
perties, or thejr liberties to be ccn- 
cerned. 

Lord North replied to Governor Je obit- 
froxe, and feveral other {pei ikers who 
had borne an under part in the debate, 
in that rare and happ vy ftrzin which 
mixes attic humour with folid arzu- 

~ (S 
ment. Hedefended the ccalition,. as 
begun and conduéted on honour and 
Pp inciple, and called for by the necef- 
fities aie the ftute, and animady erted 
moft pointedly on the new miniltry. 
Even it was a coalition, though at pre- 
fent it could mutter but two cabine t 


- * Mr. Pitt and Lard Gower. 
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minifters. If a coalition was‘a curfed . 


thing, then this miniftry of two men 
was a curfed miniftry, for it was form- 
ed by a coalition of two perfons* who 
had formerly differed fo effentially, 
that they could not agree hans any fin- 
Bie point, without the one facrificing 
1 


is principles to the other. The coa- 


lition between him and his late right 
honourable colleague was a coalition 
of whole parties blended into one, for 
the purpofe of forming a ftable and 
permanent government. ‘The coali- 
tion between the Firft Lord of the Trea- 
fury and the Lord Prefident of the 
Council was a coalition of the fhreds 
and remnants, the refufe and gleanings 
of parties ; they had bungled in their 
attempt at imitation, fo that he might 
apply to them the faying of the Ko- 
man orator, placuiffe fed nom tetigiffe. 
But the firft coalition was charged with 
having feifed upon the gov ernment. This 
was not true: they had not entered the 
cabinet till empty and deferted by the 
garrifon; and they had now left it as 
they found it, and marched out in a 
body. When they became poffeffied of 
the government, they were charged at 
worit with having carried it by ttorm, 
but bravely, and in the face of the ene- 
my, and not by fap; they had carried 
on their advances regularly , and above 
ground, in view of the foe; not by 
mining in the dark, and blowing up 
the fort before the garrifo n were ap- 
prized of an intenticn to attack it. 
** Gentlemen (faid his lordfhip) have 
talked of the refignation of my right 
honourable colleague. ‘This is, in- 
deed, a capital miitake; for my tight 
honosrable friend did not refign; “he 
was turned out; I was turned cut; we 
were all turned out; not the merit of 
having voted againtt the India bill 
could fave the Lord Prefident of the 
Council from. the mortification of be- 
ing turned out with ail his friends.” 
With regard to the affurances given in 
the committee, he coincided entirely 
with Mr. Fox, and thought the addrefs 
Ought to be carried, as the only effec- 
tual means of pi reventing the calami-. 
ties which would flow from a diffolu- 
tion of parliament in the prefent cr ti- 


cil 
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cal fituation of affairs. ‘The addrefs 
was voted without a divifion. ‘The 
committee did not break up, but the 
chairman was inftructed to report pro- 
fs, and afk leave to fit again. 

- An addrefs was then prepared ac- 
cording to Mr. Erfkine’s draught, paf- 
fed the Houfe, and ordered to be pre- 
fented by the whole Houfe. 

Dec. 24. In the Houfe of Peers, 
Lord T hurlew was introduced as Chan- 
cellor. His Majefty in perfon gave 
the royal affent to the malt-tax, land- 
tax, and ten other bills. ‘The Houfe 
then adjourned to the zoth of January. 
- ‘The Houfe of Commons carried up 
their addrefs to the King. His Ma- 
jefty’s anfwer acknowledged the im- 
portance of the objects under their con- 
fideration; trufled that they would 
proceed upon them with all conveni- 
ént fpeed, after fuch an adjournment 
as the prefent circumitances might 
feem to require; and concluded with 
an affurance that he would not inter- 
rupt their MEETING by any exercife 
of his prerogative either of prorogation 
or diffolution. 

The Houfe being returned from St. 
James’s, Mr. Fox obferved that his 
Majefty’s minifters feemed at prefent 
to be driven from their intention to 
diffolve the parliament, but how foon 
after the next meeting they might 
venture to do fo he could not forefee. 
He recommended a -fhort recefs, that 
the country might fuffer as little as 
poflible from the delay that would ne- 
ceffarily be created foon after the ho- 
kidays, by another fet of writs in the 


/ room of thofe who fhould vacate their 


feats on the formation of a new mini- 
firy, fince to talk of the ftability of the 
prefent, would be only to laugh at and 
infult them. 

Lord Fohn Cavendif> withdrew his 
bill to explain and amend the receipt- 
tax, not that he wifhed to fhrink from 
the unpepularity of it, but becaufe he 
prefumed modifications of the bill 
would be offered, and as he fliould not 
concede at all, it would be better to 
Iet minifters bring in a bill of their 
own. 

The ftate of the nation was then 
refumed. Lord. Beauchamp moved a 
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refolution to reftrain the Lords of the 
Treafury from permitting the dire¢tors 
of the Kaft-India Company to accept 
any more bills, unlefs they fhould be 
able to prove to parliament, that they 
had fufficient means to provide for the 
payment of them, after paying the di- 
vidend, and difcharging the debt due 
to government. A/r. Fox feconded 
the motion. Lord Mulgrave faid the 
Lords of the Treafury were authorifed 
by an att of parliament to confent that 
the directors fhould accept bilis to a 
certainamount: it would, theretore, be 
abfurd to confine them by a refolution 
of one branch of the legiflature, from 
doing that which they were authorifed 
to do by law. 

Lord North defended the refolution 
as neceflary. He underftood that bills 
were arrived, or expected to arrive, to 
the amount of 4,425,000]. it ought 
not, therefore, to be left to the dif 
cretion of the Lords of the Treafury 
to bind the public to the payment of 
fo large a fum. 

Mr. Scott adinitted that, if the refo- 
lution was neceflary, it was not un- 
conftitutional; for the Houfe had an 
unqueftionable right to advife his Ma- 
jefty’s fervants in the exercife of any 
function of executive government, 
however legally eftablifhed. —This ap- 
peared to be the general fenfe of the 
Houfe, and the motion paffed. 

Lord Surrey acquainted the com- 
mittee that a reformation had been in- 
tended in the duchy of Lancafter, if 
not a total abolition of the duchy 
court, which had been in a great mea- 
fure prevented by the grant of the 
chancellorfhip of that duchy, to the laft 
perfon who held it, for life. He, 
therefore, moved to addrefs his Ma- 
jefty not to grant the faid office to any 
perfon, otherwife than during plea- 
fure, until the 2oth of January next, 
which met with no oppofition. 

The refolutions were then adopted 
by the Houfe, and it was agreed to 
meet again on the 26th, merely to or 
der fuch writs as might be wanted, 
and afterwards adjourn to January the 
12th. 

The remainder of this feffion will 
conftitute an interefting period in the 

, annals 
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annals of parliament.—We have feen 
a coalition, that vaited the powerful 
mterefts and extenfive connexions of 
two principal parties under leaders of 
tried and commanding abilities, pof- 
fefiing itfelf of the government, and 
proceeding to fettle the disjointed af- 
fairs of the nation with vigour and 
ability, indeed, but with the ardour 
of men more intent upon power, than 
the confidence of the fovereign, or the 
approbation of the py We have 
feen the remains of a feeble and dif- 
comfited miniftry, reinforced by all 
who difliked the coalition, rallying 
their forces under the aufpices of the 
crown, and overthrowing their adver- 
faries who defpifed their oppofition. 
We now fee the difcarded minitters, re- 
lying on a majority of the Houfe of 
Commons, preparing with confident 
and eager hatte to regain the fituations 
from which they have been difmiffed, 
and to abrogate the appointment of 
their fucceffors, which they conceive 
to be unwarrantable. From this ftrug- 
le we fhall foon fee a conftitutional 
queftion of great importance arife, 
which after being agitated for more 
than three months is now to be de- 
eided by an appeal to the people. ‘To 
have a clear idea of this queftion, we 
mutt carefully feparate it from the dif- 
pute which gave it birth, a diftin¢tion 
that, during the prefent ferment of 
men’s minds, will be made by few. 
Jan. 12. As the King’s anfwer was 
held to be ambiguous, though it cer- 
tainly promifed nothing further than 
that the Houfe fhould meet again after 
the recefs, the debates on a diflolution 
were refumed a-frefh. As foon as the 
new miniftry were fworn, Mr. Fox, 
who had rifen to move the order of the 
day before their entrance, and by that 
means obtained poffeflion of the Houfe, 
rofe again. Mr. W. Pitt got up at 
the fame time, and requefted to be 
heard, as he had a meflage to deliver 
from his Majefty. Mr. Fox refufed to 


give way, without meaning any dif- 

refpeét to the meflage of the crown, 

which he underftood was of a nature 

that would brook delay, and perfifted 

in moving the order of the day for 

going into 2 committee on the itate of 
i 
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the nation. ‘This brought on a long 
debate, in which the proceedings of the 
Houfe before the recefs, in the ab- 
fence of thofe perfons who ought to 
be prefent at the difcuffion of all im- 
portant queftions, was feverely cen- 
fured by one fide of the Houfe, and 
the met A upon which the prefent 
miniiters had come into power as fe- 
verely by the other. An expreffion of 
Mr. Pitt, in calling himfelf the mi- 
nifter of the crown, and the equivo- 
cation of the King’sanfwer, were treat- 
ed with much afperity. Mr. Pitt re- 
fufed to give any explanation of the 
anfwer. It became not him to com- 
ment on an anfwer of the fovereign 
delivered from the throne, nor to com- 
promife the royal prerogative, or bar- 
gain it away in the Houfe of Com- 
mons. When he had authorifed Mr. 
Banks to pledge his name to the Houfe 
that he would not advife a diffolution, 
fuch at that time had been his fenti- 
ments, but he could not fay that in 
no poflible contingency fuch a mea- 
fure ought not to be adopted. Mr. 
Powys threw out the firft hint of an 
union, which he afterwards laboured 
fo anxioufly and unfuccefsfully to ac- 
complifh. Gexeral Rofs complained 
that he had been afked by a lord of the 
bedchamber to fupport the new mi- 
niftry, and told chan whoever voted 
again them would be looked upon as 
the King’s enemy. On a divifion, the 
motion was carried againft the miniftry, 
and Mr, Huffey having taken the chair 
of the committee, 

Mr. Fox moved three réfolutions. 
The firt, voting ita ‘* high crime and 
mifdemeanour ee any perfon employ- 
ed in the payment of public money to 
pay any habe towards the fupport of 
the fervices voted in the prefent fef- 
fion of parliament, if parliament fhould 
be prorogued or diffolyed before paf- 
fing an att to appropriate the fupplies 
to fuch fervices. 

** 2, That there be laid before the 
Hovfe accounts of the feveral fums if- 
fued towards fervices voted in the pre- 
fent fefion of parliament, but not yet 
appropriated by an act of parliament 
to fuch fervices. 


4 4 


3. That no monies be iffued for 
any 
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any public fervice till the above re- 
turn be made, and for three days-af- 
terwards.” 

The firft and fecond paffed without 
a divifion; but it being fuggefted that 
the third might embarrafs the payment 
of bills that would probably fall due, 
Mr. Fox confented to withdraw it. 

Thefe refolutions were intended. to 
provide againft an immediate diffola- 
tion of parliament, and to admonifh 
minifters of the temerity of under- 
taking the government of a free peo- 
ple, without poffefling the confidence of 
their reprefentatives. Another calcu- 
Jated to prevént a diffolution at a more 
advanced period was neceffary, which 
was, “ That the bill to prevent mu- 
tiny and defertion, and for the better 
payment of the army and their quar- 
ters, be read a fecond time on Monday 
the 23d day of February next.” 

Lord Surrey then made a few gene- 
ral obfervations on the critical and 
alarming fituation of affairs, and on 


‘the circumftances attending the late 


change of minifters, by way of intro- 
duction to a refolution, declaring, 

«< That in the prefent fituation of 
his Majefty’s dominions, it is peculiar- 
ly neceflary that there fhould be an 
adminiftration which has the confidence 
of this Houfe and of the public.” 

Mr. H. Dundas faid, that it was ne- 
ceflary for an adminiftration to poflefs 
the confidence of the crown and of the 
other Houfe of parliament, as well as 
the confidence of that Houfe and of the 

ople, and propofed an amendment, 

y altering the latter part of the mo- 
tion to ** theconfidence of the crown, 
the parliament, and the people.” ‘The 


amendment was negatived, and the mo- 


tion carried. 

His next refolution was “ That the 
late changes in his Majefty’s councils 
were immediately preceded by dange- 
rous and univerfal reports that his Ma- 


jefty’s facred name had been unconfti- 


tutionally abufed, to affect the delibe- 
rations of parliament; and that the ap- 
pointments made were new and ex- 
traordinary, and fuch as do not conci- 


liate or engage the affections of this 
Houfe.” 
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This was pointed fo direly againtt 
miniftry, that their friends of courfe 
oppofed it. Mr. H. Dundas moved 
that the chairman leave the chair, on 
which a divifion and debate took place, 
when there appeared a majority of 54 
againft them. 

The Houfe was refumed, and the 
different refolutions reported and agreed 
to. Mr. Pitt then prefented the mef- 
fage from his Majefty, which related 
to the landing of fome Heflian troops 
in England, on their way from Ame- 
rica to Germany*. An addrefs of 
thanks to his Majefty, for the gracious 
communication contained in the mef- 
fage, was voted, and ordered to be 
prefented by members of the privy- 
council, | 

Jen. 14. Mr. Pitt opened his plan 
for the better government of India, 
which he prefaced with fome generat 
obfervations, levelled chiefly again 
Mr. Fox’s bill. ‘The outlines of it 
were, that the territorial acquifitions 
of the Company, and all their political 
concerns, fhould be under the manage- 
ment of the public. ‘That a board 
fhould be eftablifhed for this purpofe, 
confifting of a fecretary of ftate, the 
chancellor of the Exchequer for the 
time being, and two or three mem- 
bers of the privy-council. That all 
commercial matters fhould reft entire- 
ly with the Company, fubjeét, how- 
ever, to the interpofition of the board, 
whenever it fhould be found neceflary. 
That in all cafes of difference between 
the board and the dire¢tors, in draw~ 
ing the line of diftinG@ion between po- 
litical and commercial matters, an ap- 
= fhould lie from the board to the 

ing incouncil, ‘Thatall orders fent 
out to India:by the direétors fhould be 
counterfigned by the fecretary of ftate, 
which would render the orders more 
refpectable abroad, and make thofe 
who figned them refponfible at home. 
And, to fave the country from any ad- 
ditional burthen, he meant to feleé 
fuch privy-counfellors as had places of 
great emolument and little trouble, 
who would do the bufinefs without 
any additional income. He propofed 
tha the governments abroad fhould 
conitiit 


* See our Magazine for March, page 242. 
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confift of four members each, inclu- 
ding the governour, two of them to 
be appointed by the crown, and re- 
read. t at pleafure, and the gover- 
nour to have a cafting voice. That 
the commander in chief of the forces 
fhould be in the appointment of the 
crown, becaufe it was fit that he who 
held the fword fhould be under the 
contrgul of the crown, which alone has 
the right to make war. Whether the 
inferior prefidencies- of India fhould 
be governed by. perfons appointed at 
home, or by the beets ot the fupe- 
rior councils in India, he would not 
determine; but would be ready to 
adopt fuch ideas on the fubje¢t as 
fhould feem advifeable. To guard 
againft eftablifhing a new-and dange- 
rous influence, he would leave the no- 
mination to all places abroad where 
it had always refted. ‘The appoint- 
ment of writers and cadets would: re- 
main with the Company, as well as the 
difpofal of thofe valuable contracts, 
which were fuch powerful engines of 
influence. There were many other 
points relative to the intefaal govern- 
ment of India, that might be made the 
fubject of other bills. Mr. Fox's fe- 
cond India bill for that purpofe, he 
thought in its principle wholly unob- 
jeclionable; but it would be ‘impoli- 
tic, and perhaps impracticable, to re- 
‘ ftore every perfon to poffeffions in In- 
dia, from which they had been driven, 
‘unlefs with a very fhort retrofpe¢t in- 
deed. He had it in contemplation to 
erect a tribunal for the trial of fuch 
offences committed in India as were 
not cognizable in the King’s courts. 
‘this court might confift of the judges 
of England, and a confiderable num- 
ber of civilians; and to the accufed he 
would allow fomething like a chailenge 
to a certain number of thefe judges, 
whofe power of punifhing fhould not 
extend to life or limb; but fhould be 
. confined merely to fine and imprifon- 
ment. He was careful to contraft the 
different parts of this plan with Mr. 
Fox’s, and reited the merits of it par- 
ticularly on its being founded on pro- 
pofitions that had obtained the con- 
fent of the Company, and on its in- 
troducing no new eftablifhment un- 
known to the conftitution 





_ Aprif 
Mr. Fox denied that the concurrence 
of fo fmall a number as two hundred 
and fifty who had voted for the pro- 
pofitions on which-this bill was found- 
ed could fairly imply the confent of 
fourteen hundred, the number of the 
proprietors of Eaft-India ftock. And 
fince the majority of thefe proprietors 
confifted of perfons who purchafed or 
acquired ftock only for political pur- 
pofes, or to. fupport certain fervants of 
the Company abroad againft thofe who 
might be fuppofed inimical to them, 
‘their concurrence or difapprobation 
did not weigh a feather with him, in 
devifing means to fecure to this coun- 
try the benefits to be derived from the 
territorial poffeffions in India. He 
defended his own bi!l againft Mr. Pitt’s 
objections, and fhewed very clearly the 
abiurdity of appointing governments 
. for India, removeable at the will of 
the crown, fo that every change of 
minifters at home, would produce a 
change of men and -meafures there. 
He called the appeal from the board 
to the council a ludicrous appeal from 
the council to the council. if the ap- 
peal was from the decifion of the mi- 
nilter, what could be expected from it? 
And if it was from the decifion of the 
minifter and council together, there 
was ftill lefs chance of its being re- 
verfed. ‘The appointment of one half 
of the members of the fuperior go- 
vernments, and the cafting voice of the 
governours would, in reality, invett 
the crown with the entire government 
of India. He pronounced a moft ani- 
mated philippic againit Mr. Pitt, and 
accufed him of having made the India 
bufinefs a fnare for the deftruétion of 
the late miniftry. At the opening of 
the feffion he had come to the Houfe, 
and called for a meafure co-extenfive 
with the evil. He had declaimed 
againft all palliatives, that he might 
drive minitfters into his toils, and from 
the moment that an adequate remedy 
was propofed, he had loaded it with 
every opprobrious epithet. He had 
been called a young man too pure for 


the times. He had difclaimed all.ccn- 


nexion with the noble lord in the blue 
ribband, becaufe, as he faid, he had 
corrupted the perliament, and engaged 

it 
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it jn meafures that had undone the 
coun 


; but this para of puri 
had ‘taken to his bofom phat psi 
who had been fuppofed to be the agent" 
of this corruption. It was true, he 
had obliged him to undergo a political 
regeneration; he had compelled him 
to break through every tie of gratitude 
to the noble lord, to whom he owed 
every thing; and, having facrificed his 
honour, his chara¢ter, his confcience, 
he was no longer remembered to have 
been inftrumental in fupporting the 
American war, or in corrupting par- 
liament.; as foon .as he had rendered 
himfelf,the opprobrium of human _na- 
ture and the outcaft of fociety, this 
immaculate young minifter received 
him into confidence, and employed him 
in his fervice. The .debate was inter- 
rupted, by an. improbable ftory of an 
attempt, on the part of the Dake of 
Portland, to cortupt members of the 
Houfe during the recefs. It was hattily 
introduced by two young gentlemen, 
who.feem. to _ confulted their feel- 
ings more than their judgement, and 
rendered the Houfe for feveral hours a 
{cene of clamour,and tumult, As the 
charge afterwards appeared to have no 
better foundation than a Chriftmas 
jeft, and was abandoned by the authors 
of it, it was dropped by the confent of 
all parties. 
Leave was given to bring in a bill 

according to Mr. Pitz’s plan. 

- Fan.16. Mr. Duncombe prefenteda 
petition from the county of York, on 
the fubjeét of parliamentary reform, 
which was read, and ordered to lie on 

Mr. Pitt brought in his India bil 

which was read a firft time, and or- 
dered to be printed. . Lord Surrey de- 
fired to know from the minifter, whe- 


ther parliament was to be diffolved or... 


not?) Mr. Pitt declined an explicit re- 
ply, and ftated as his reafon for having 
refufed to explain the King’s anfwer 
in a former debate, that he thought it 
improper in his place, as a member of 
the Houfe of Commons, to give an ex- 
planation, for which he was not re- 
fponfible, of an anfwer for which, as 
a minifter, he was refponfible. 
Lonp. Mac, April 1784. 
* John R— 





Mr. Huffy having taken the chair of 
the committee on ftate of the na- 
tion, Lord Charles Spencer recalled to 
the memory of the Houfe the two laft 
refolutions which had pafled on Wed- 
nefday.’ To thefe, fince minifters had 
not taken the hint which they were meant 
to convey, he thought it neceffary to 
add another, which fhould {peak the 
fenfe of the Houfe fo plainly and fo 
openly that it would be impoffible te 
miftake it. He,- therefore, moved, 
‘* ‘That after the declaration contained 
in. the two former refolutions the . 
continuance, of the prefent minifters 
in truits of the higheft importance and 


‘refponfibility is contrary to conftitu- 


tional principles, and injurious to the 
interefts of his Majefty and his people.” 
Mr. Baker feconded the motion. , 
Mr. Powys, though he withed well 
to Mr, Pitt, lamented the means by 
which he had come into power. He 
beftowed high encomiums. both on him 
and Mr. Fox, and paid a relutant tri- 
bute. to the virtues and abilities.of Lord 
North. He admitted. that. the. confi- 
dence of the Houfe of Commons was 
abfolutely neceflary for the fupport of 
an adminiftration ; but imfifted, on the 
other hand, that without the confi- 
dence of the crown. no miniftry could 
ftand. If both could not give their 
confidence to the fame fet of men, 
what in that cafe ought a minifter to 
do? , Ought he to advife his fovereiga 
to.throw himfelf at the feet of a party? 
Unquefionably not. He was ready 
to agree that the prerogative is a traft, 


_ohay, that royalty itfelf is a truft, com- 
the table, : p 


mitted to the King for the benefit of 
the public: and confequently thar, 
being in reality more the prerogative 
of the people -than the prerogative of 
the King, it cannot be legally exer- 
cifed to their prejudice. He itated as 
circumflances that might juitify a dif- 
folution of parliament, a factious op- 
polition to the meafures of government, 
a variance, or too clofe a connexion 
between the two. Houfes. He withed 
the Houfe to try the prefent miniftec, 
to difcufs the only meafure he had yet 
fubmitted to them, and to reit his fate 
on the iffue of that difcafion. He 

M m ? mighe 
p, EB, . 
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might furely challenge fome indul- 
gence from a recent, unequivocal, and 
{plendid inftance of difintereftednefs, 
and a regard to public economy*. Mr. 
Powys recommended moderation and 
union in the moft earneft manner, 

Mr. Fox allowed the merit of the 
tranfa¢tion alluded to; but he could 
never confide in a minifter who owed 
his fituation to private pique. He cer- 
tainly would never act with fuch a 
man, until, being removed froma fi- 
tuation which he had obtained by un- 
conftitutional means, he had made 
amende honorable for his offence, and 
thus qualified himfelf to return to it 
on fair, open, and honourable terms; 
lifted to it by the voice of the people, 
and not by the dark intrigues of a fe- 
cret cabal. 

Mr. H. Dundas argued againft the 
refolution, viewed either as a party or 
as a conftitutional queftion, with great 
ability and addrefs. If it meant an 
thing, it was in the nature and fpirit 
of an addrefs, requefting the King to 
appoint a whole new fet of minifters. 
The royal choice had already feleéted 
a man of aftonifhing talents, uncor- 
rupted integrity, and unexampled re- 
putation. In him the Houfe of Com- 
mons refufed to confide. It, therefore, 
followed that chara¢ters as oppofite as 
poflible to this were to be fubftituted; 
and. that unpopularity, hatred, and di- 
ftruft were to be the chara¢teriftics of the 
minifters to be appointed in his ftead. 
Already the Houfe knew their names. 
Let themat once bring in abill, namin 
the right honourable gentleman itd 
the noble lord exclufive minifters for 
a term of years. But, waving all per- 
fonal objections, he refifted the refo- 
Jution upon. conftitutional grounds. 
He called upon the independent part 
of the Houfe to ftand forth and main- 
tain the charaéter, the moderation, the 
true confequence of a Britifh Houfe of 
Commons. ‘The affumption of power 
and privileges which did not belong 
to them had once proved fatal to the 
conftitution. They were verging faft 
to the fame precipice again; they were 
claiming the right of appointing mi- 


Apr 
nifters, they were difclaiming the no- 
mination of the crown, without caufe 
and without trial. It behoved them, 
theréforé, to look well to their con- 
duét, and to think that they were de- 
ciding on the conftitution. 

The motion was carried by a majo- 
rity of 21. The Houfe was refumed, 
and the refolution reported and agreed 
to.—In the courfe of the debate, Lord 
North took occafion to obferve, that he 
would not confent to be called up to 
the Houfe of Peers; and Mr. Fox, that, 
referving only the principles of his 
Eaft-India bill, he would fuffer every 
thing elfe to be new modelled entirely. 

Fan. 20. In the Honfe of Peers, 
Lord Camelford was introduced with 
the ufual forms. A bill to diffolve the 
marriage of Walter Nifbett, Efq. with 
Anne Blomberg was read a firft time. 

The gentlemen who formed the 
meeting at the St. Alban’s Tavern, for 
the see! So of mediating between the 
contending parties, had now com- 
menced their operations, and many 
members were fanguine in their ho 
of a fpeedy union. Mr. Fox denied 
all knowledge of a negociation being 
begun. Heinveighed againft the mi- 
niftry, for perfifting to hold their places 
in defiance of the Houfe of Commons; 
and that they might have time to re* 
fleét on the fituation in which they 
ftood, he moved to adjourn the com- 
mittee onthe ftate of the nation to 


‘Monday the 26th. He difclaimed the 
‘imputation of a ftruggle for perfonal 


power, both on his own part and the 

art of his noble friend. The noble 
ford, while at the head of affairs, had 
ever looked to parliament for the fup- 
port of his adminiftration; and when 
at laft it was propofed to declare that 
the Commons could no longer confide 
in him, true to his repeated and inva- 
riable declarations, he had thought pro- 
per to retire, though he ftill was able 
to negative the refolution by a majo- 
rity of nine. As an individual he 
profeffed himfelf a friend to an union 
founded on principle; but he warned 
thofe who were bufy about it, that it 
could not eafily be effected. a 
: Vile 


* The difpofal of the clerkthip of the Pells, vacant by the death of Sir Edward Walpole, to Col. 
Barre, by which the colonel’s penfion of 3,200 a-year will be faved to the civil litt, 
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‘Mr. Pitt {ard that nothing but a 
fenfe of his duty to the public could 
have kept him in office; and when that 
bufinefs fhonld come to be agitated, 
he would ftate his motives, which he 
trufted would be found juft and rea- 
fenable. At prefent he would only 
fay, that he thought he could not, at 
that moment, go out of .office with as 
much hoaour as had attended his co- 
ming in. 

Fan. 23. Mr. Pitt's Eaft-India bill 
being read a fecond time, Mr. Fox 
oppofed the commitment of it by the 
fame arguments on which he had de- 
fended his own. It was the _half- 
meafure, the palliative, which the an- 
thor of it had formerly deprecated. It 
fuffered the power of the Court of 
Proprietors to remain, the defects of 
which were radical, and could not be 
cured but by the annihilation of their 
interference in matters of government. 
It inverted the order of all found po- 
lities, by -placing the executive power 
in the ‘hands of many, and the power 
of check and controul in the hands of 
a few. It rendered the military inde- 
pendent of the civil power, a fyftem 
af government that had deftroyed 
whatever ftate or nation had adopted 
it. By virtue of the negative of the 
crown upon all appointments to feats 
in the councils in India, it lodged the 
whole patronage, civiland military, in 
the hands of the minifter, while the 
refponfibility remained with the Court 
of Directors. It placed the govern- 
ment of India out of fight, and at a 
diftance, beyond the infpeétion of the 
Houfe of Commons, Which ought to 
be the great controlling power over 
every branch of executive government 
in the empire. te 

Mr. Powys acknowledged the im- 
perfections of the bill, but he did not 
think its defeéts fo radical but that 
they might be cured. He, therefore, 
contended that it ought to be fent to 
a committee, where it might undergo 
fuch alterations as would render it lefs 
objectionable than it then appeared. 
This feemed to be the general opinion 
of thofe who fupported it. 

Mr. Pitt exerted himfelf with great 

eloquence and great ability to prove 
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his bill fuperior in every refpeét to Mr. 
Fox’s, sshargued on the efficiency of 
it at great length. It was negatived, 
however, by a majority of eight, ina 
very full houfe, the numbers being, 
for it 214, againft it 222. 

At the conclufion of this debate, 
Mr. Pitt was called upon, from all 
fides of the Houfe, and by gentlemen 
of all deferiptions, to fatisfy the Houfe 
with regard to a diffolution. Mr. fox 
reminded him of his promife, to ex- 
plain his motives for remaining in of- 
fice under <ircumftaaces fo new and 
extraordinary. Mr. Pitt continuing 
deaf to his remonitrances, though urged » 
with great appearance of fincerity and 
candour, he declared that the Houfe 
was treated with unparalleled indignity 
by the right honourable gentleman, . 
who feemed determined to difregard 
their wifhes, and to afford them no fa- 
tisfaction where he ought to be opea. 
and explicit. Even Mr. Martin, a man 
of uniform-and unfated zeal againft the 
coalition, condemned the filence of 
the minifter, and faid he would cer- 
tainly vote againit him, if it were 
brought asa queftion before the Houfe. 

The idea of a diffolution was fo-pre- 
valent, that Mr. Sheridan moved for. 
the clerk of the parliamentary inroll- 
ments to attend, and receive inftruc- 
tions to deliver out the new writs im- 
partially and fairly. | 

At length Mr, Fox recommended it 
to the Houfé to adjourn, without 
making any more motions, to give the 
right honourable gentleman, whofe 
temper might poffibly be defanged by 
what had paffed, time to recollect him- 
felf, and to confider whether he had 
behaved with the refpect due t» the 
Houfe, from a minifter ftanding in his 

culiar circumftances. alt’ 

Fan. 24. Mr. Powys rofe under 
vifible iampreflions of anxiety and con- 
cern. “He expreffed how much the 
difgraceful fcene, of which he had been 
a witnefs before the laft rifing of the 
Houfe, had fhocked his fenfibility. 
He now defired to afk Mr. Pitt if he 
could pledge himfelf as a minifter, that 
they fhould meet as a Houfe of par- 
liament on Monday. Mr. Pitt replied; 
but ftill with caution and reluétance, 
M mz | that 
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that he had no intention to advife his 
Majefty to prevent the Houfe from 
meeting on Monday. Having obtain- 
ed this affurance, he hoped that both 
fides would agree to adjourn and fuf- 
pend hoftilities till Monday, that they 
might affemble in a temper more adapt- 
ed to a fober confideration of the na- 
tional danger, and come prepared to 
difcufs it, witha degree of calmnefs 
and moderation equal to its importance. 
‘There were many members in that 
Hioufe, who had much to lofe but no- 
thing to gain by the fuccefs of either 
of the parties then in contention; and 
had they no method of enforcing the 
two right honourable gentlemen to 
unite and co-operate for the good: of 
their country? Surely they had a right 
to call upon them for mutual concef- 
fions, and to facrifice every thing fhort 
of honour and principles, for the fake 
of union. 





LTS. TT 


Mr. Marfham thought a diffolution 
impracticable, after the refolutions of 
the 12th, to prevent the payment of the 

ublic money, while unappropriated 
by act of parliament. He enforced the 
arguments of Mr. Powys on the pro- 
priety of men of independent charaéter 
itepping forward in fuch a crifis, and 
the neceflity of union. Neither of 
the right honourable gentlemen, while 
a€ting fingly, and againft each. other, 
durft venture to propofe fuch meafures, 
from .a dread of oppofition within 
doors, and of unpopularity without, as 
the ftate of the country abfolutely re- 
quired. 

- Mr. Fox perfited in his opinion on 
the improbability of an. union, buat 
confented to poftpone a motion which 
a friend of his intended to have made. 
This motion was propofed and carried 
on Monday. 
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(Continued from our laft, page 196.) 


COLERAINE 


T a meeting of the Coleraine battalion, on 
parade, the Sth of Jan. 1784, 

Refolved unanimoutly, That the following 
Addrefs to the Earl of Brittol, Lord Bithop of 
Derry, be prefented to his lordfhip at Downhill, 
by Major Lyle, at the head of the battalion under 
arms : 

My Lorp, 

YOU had the unanimous voice of this 
battalion, for being our delegate at the Grand 
National Convention. To fay we were not dif- 
appointed in our choice of you would be faying 
too little; it would not exprefs the warm and 
grateful feelings of our hearts. 

Your trucly noble and ficady exertions for a 
parliamentary reform, the only cure of venality 
and carruption, have, it poilible, furpafied the 
very high expectation we had formed trom your 
known abilities and patriotic zeal. 

Permit us then, my lcrd, with hearts full of 
efteem and gratitude to fo dignified a charac- 
ter, to return you our moft unfeigned thanks, 
for the very diftinguifhed and decided part which 
you have taken in the Grand National Con. 
vention, the true reprefentatives of the people. 

Although, my lord, our anxious hopes and 
earneft defires of a parliamentary reform have 
becn rejected for the prefent, yet great and no- 
ble minds, like your’s, will not be difcouraged, 
though the firft attempts have not been crowned 
with deferved fuccefs; the unmerited oppofition 
gur juft claims have met with has effectually 
convinced us of the abfolute neceffity of a re- 
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forma, and of perfeveriag with determined firm- 
nefs in the glorious caufe until it is effected. 

To which his lordthip was pleafed to return 
the following anfwer: 

Downhill, Fan. 8th, 1784. 

GENTLEMEN, 

THAT your approbation of my conduc 
at the Great National Convention fhould be as 
unanimous as the honourable delegation which 
fent me there refleéts equal credit upon us both ; 
it evinees the wifdom of your choice, when you 
have nat been difappointed by the object ot it. 

Indeed, it was impoilible I fhould difappoint 
you: our fentiments, our feelings, and our de- 
cifion upon the one object of my miffion were 
fo congenial, fo uniform, and fo a-kin from the 
very beginning, there neither was, nor can be 
any hazard of their not enduring to the end of 
our labours. 

That period will depend much on the vigour 
as well as wiidom of your exertions: for vigour 
there mutt be, as well as wifdom in our efforts. 

In me, gentlemen, it was no exertion to fulfil 
the honourable duties of my glorious delegation ; 
it"was but the fpontaneous effufiens of a mind 
early impregnated with the warmeft ideas of 
popular rights, and intimately perfuaded, ‘ that 
every privilege, every immunity, and every pre- 
rogative in a free ftate, derives from the people, 
is inftituted for their benefit, and muft be exere 
cifed at their diferetion. 

' Our bilbof reform has been rejected. by. a ma- 
jority of that affembly which calls itlelf (let a 
! catalogue 


~ - 4 © 


eo hat 26 Kketiiet . 








1784. IRISH ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE.” 


catalogue of their boroughs verify the juftnefs. of 
the appellation) the reprefcntatives of the people 
of Ireland; and if they had not avowed their 
motive, furely no man would have. been hardy 
enough to impute it to them; it was, ‘* becaule 
originating with the delegates of the volunteers 
of Ireland.’’ 

To minds but faintly glowing with one fingle 
fpark of gratitude; to minds even fufeeptible of 
the finer feelings of patriotifm, fuch an origin 
would have dignified its miffioa, and enfured its 
reception. 

But, what gratitude or what patriotifm can 
blofiom in the bofoms of the genuine reprefea- 
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tatives of mean, corrupt, decayed, and depepu- 
lated boroughs? ‘They glory dence no con- 
ftituents; they may equally triumph in leaving 
us no conftitution. 

But as our anceftors, gentlemen, wrenched 
the conftitution from the tyrannical gripe of one 
part of the legiflature,. it is now become the duty 
of their pofterity to refcue it from the corrupt 
hands of the other. 

It is my fervent prayer, and fhall be my un- 
remitting endeavour, that the fame fuccefs- which 
rewarded the refiltance of your parents may im- 
mortalize the virtue of their defcendants. 


BRISTOL 


BILL OF RIGHTS BATTALION. 


AT a meeting of part of faid battalion, at 
Bally money, on the 24th of December, 1733, the 
following refolutions having been unanimoully 
agreed to, received the approbation of the re- 
mainder of the battalion, at Ballycaftle, on the 
26th of December: 

Refolved, That the prefent crifis of the na- 
tion, united to the voice of our duty as freemen, 
dictates to us, and we are determined to. purfue 
fuch a line of conduct, as founded in truth, ani- 
mated by firmnefs, and guided by moderation, 
is the moft likely expedient to ttem the torrent 
of corruption at home, and refift ufurpation from 
abroad. 

Refolved, That as public mem and public 
meafures ought’ always to be open to animad- 
verfion and candid difcuflion, fo the approba- 
tion of either has reciprocally a happy tendency 
to awe the profligate, and embolden the virtuous. 

Refolved, therefore, That the following ad- 
drefs be prefented from this battalion, _ de- 

tation thereof, under arms, to the Earl of 
Brittol, Lord Bifhop of Derry, tor his truely laud- 
able exertions in favour of the rights of man- 
kind, and of a parliamentary reform : 

To the Right Hon. the Earl of BRISTOL, 
Lord Bifhop of DERRY. 
The Addrefs of the Bil of Rights Battalion. 
My Loxp,. ~ 
HAVING. with. the eye of filent appro- 
bation viewed your conduct in every itage ot its 
a at the Grand National Convention of 
olunteer Delegates, we are impelled, by thofe 
generous fentiments that a¢tuate the breafts of 
Irifhmen, to offer your lordfhip this addrefs, as 
a mark of our eiteem and gratitude. 

Ingratitude, my lord, is not.of Ivifh origin, 
though fome of Hibernia’s detetted fons, Mam- 
mon’s bond flaves, now bafely fpurn the parent 
by whofe fottering hand they rofe. 

We fee with indignation and concern the 
treatment which the wife, fpirited, and, falutary 
refolutions of the Volunteer Convention have re- 
ceived. But, we truft the virtuous efforts of an 
united. people, under.the aufpices of your lord- 
fhip and: your. refpectable colleagues, will. yet 
cleanfe the Augean ftable, the ftalls of venality 
and corruption, the effiuvia of noifome and pu- 
trid boroughs. 

The gloomy clouds of fuperftition and bigotry, 
thofe engines of difunion, being fled the realm, 
the. interefts of Ireland can no longer fuffer by 
a diverfity of religious perfuafions <Adll-are 





united in the purfuit of one great objet—the 
extermination of corsuption from our conftitu- 
tion; nor can your lordihip and your virtuous 
coadjutors, in promoting civil and religious li- 
berty, be deititute of the ttable aid of all pro- 
feifons. 

Permit us to aflure you, that as freemen, 
frecholders, and volunteers, our exertions to ef-, 
fetuate the grand work of reform, already be- 
gun, fhall be as itrenuous as the aim is impor- 
tant; aad that we are, with unfeigned gratitude 
and refpect, your lordthip’s moft faithful friends. 

Signed, by order of the battalion, 
/ JOHN ORR, Secretary. 

In confequence of the above refolutions, a de- 
putation from the battalion, confifting of eighty 
rank and file, headed by their lieutenant-colonel, 
waited on his lordfhip the 14th inftant, at Down- 
hill, and. prefented their addrefs under arms, 
to which his lordfhip was pleafed to give the 
fubfequent reply : 

ENTLEMENy 
WHEN you acknowledged the fervices 
of your fellow-citizens of the county of Antrim 
in the late ftruggle. for liberty, you rewarded 
their toils in that coin moft valuable to virtuous. 
men: and your approbation of their efforts in. 
fome meafure confoled them for want of fuccefs, - 

But when you ttepped forth from your own 
county to hail the individual of another, un- 
known to you but by his honeftendeavours, and, 
unconnected, except by that kindred fpirit which, 
feems now at length to pervade the whole mafs 
of citizens, and, like a Promethean fire,, to. ani 
mate an hitherco lifelefs lump, the fatisfaction 
excited in his mind, by the applaufes of men 
who have a right to approve what they dare to 
{upport, can be known only to thofe who are 
confcious of deferving what they are fortunate 
enough to receive. 

_ Where the confcience of a patriot bears, tefti+ 
mony to the truth of the panegyric, and the 
fincerity of the panegyrift’s praifes ceafe to be 
adulation, they then become the wholefome food 
of a manly mind, and‘nourifh that virtue they 
were at firit intended only to approve. 

But, gentlemen, thofe who dare affert their 
own rights fhould rife above the mean policy 
of violating thofe of others. 

There is in this ifland a clafs of citizens 
equally refpectable, and infinitely more. nume- 
rous, than thofe who haye hitherto oppreffed 
them :—= . 

Men, 
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Men, who have long crouched under. the iron 
rod of their opprefiors, not from any daftardly 
inienfibility to their fhackles, not from any. un- 
manly indifference to the unalienable rights of - 
men, but from a pious dread of wounding our 
commen country through the fides of its tyrants. 

Men, in whofe hearts beats at this inftant as 
high a pulle tor liberty, and through whofe veins 
pours a tide of as pure blood, and as noble too, 
as any that animates the proudeit citizen in 
Ixeland. 

Men, whofe anceftors, at the hazard of their 
property, and with the lofs of their lives, ob- 
tained the tirit great Bill of Rights, and upon 
which every other mutt be founded—the Magna 
Charta ot Ireland. 

Men, whole anceftors, in the midft of igno- 
rance, could difcriminate between the duties of 
a religioniit, and the rights of a citizen; and 
who enattes thofe elementary and never-obfolete 
ftasutes of premunire, which for cenwries have 
been an irretragable monument of their faga- 
city in diftinguifhing, and their fortitude in fe- 
vering their duty to the church of Rome from 
their Gependance on its court. 

Men, the undegenerate progeny of fuch vir- 
tuous anceftors, who with a firmaefs worthy of 
imitation, and {till more worthy of our gratitude, 
have endured thole very outrages from their 
country which their forefathers {purned at from 
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its fovereign; and who, under a feries of accu- 
mulated wrongs, which would heighten the dif- 
grace of human policy if they could be paralleled 
in its annals, have with a fortitude as unex- 
emplary as’ their oppretlion allowed every thing 
dear to the human heart to be wrecked—except 
their religion and their patrioti{m—except their 
acquiefcence to the will of an infcrutable God, 
and their affection to a miitaken and deluded 
country. 

But, gentlemen, the hour is now come when 
found policy, as well as irrefiftable juftice will 
campel thofe who demand their own rights to 
fupport their claim by a reititution of thole of 
their fellow-citizens. 

When Ireland muf neceffarily avail herfelf of 
her whole internal force to ward off foreign er- 
croachments, or once more acquiefce under thofe_ 
encroachments, the better to exercife anew the 
tyranny of the community over the deareft and 
unalienable rights of the other. 

For one million of divided proteftants can ne- 
ver, in the fcale of human government, be a 
counterpoife againft two millions of united Ca- 
tholics. But, Gentlemen of the Bill of Rights 
battalion, I appeal to yourfelyes, and fummon 
you te confiftency, tyranny is not government, 
and allegianee is due only to protection. 
BRISTOL. 


COUNTY OF MAYO MEETING. 


AT a general meeting of the Gentlemen, 


\ Clergy, and Freeholders of the county of Mayo, 


convei.ed by the high fheriff at Caftlebar, on 
Monday the 12th ot January, 1784, 


Joun Ormsay, Efq. high fheriff, in the 

chair, - 

Refolved, That our loyalty to our fovereign, 
and attachment to his perfon and family, be- 
ing founded upon the facred principles of the 
conftitution, and eftablifhed in thofe of honour 
nd fidelity, can only terminate with our ex- 
iftence. 

Reiolved, That his Majefty’s rights and our 
own are infeparably united—and that we will 
fupport and defend both with our lives and for- 
eunes. 


Refolved, That.a parlizmentary reform in the 
repretentation of the people is neeeflary. 

Refolved, That we entirely approve of, and 
adopt as our own, the refolutions of that wife 
and virtuous body of men, the Grand National 
Convention of Volunteer Delegates lately aiiem- 
bled in Dublin. 

Refolved, That our high fheriff do tranfmit 
thefe our refolutions, with the following addrefs, 
to our reprefentatives in parliament: 


To the Right Hon. JAMES CUFF, and the 
Hon. DENIS BROWNE, 
GENTLEML.. 

THE ientiments of your conftituents, on 
the important fubject of a more equal reprefen- 
tation of the people in parliament are fufficiently 
exprefied by the refolutions which are now laid 
betore you: we inftruct you to fupport a parlia- 
mentary reform, agreeable to the plan propofed 
by Mr. Flood and Mc. Brownlow in the Houle 
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of Commons, and which we now annex to this 
addreis. We cannot have a doubt of your moft 
ftrenuous fupport of a meaiure which we thus 
publicly declare our hearts. are moft warmly in- 
teretted in; to prefs ic further upon you would 
be injurious mie confidence which we have in 
your integrity, to the opinion which we hold of 
your characters, and to your own well-eftablithed 
reputations, :as men of honour. 

Refolved, That the following addrefs be 
tranfmitted. by our high fheriff to the Earl of 
Briftol: 

To the Right Hon. the Earl of BRISTOL, 


&c. &c. &c. 
My Lorp, 


WE are happy in having this oppartunity 
of expreffing to your lordfhip, and to the world, 
how much we are obliged, and show much we 
confider this country obliged by your patriotic 
fervices upan all occafions, but particularly in 
the lete Grand National Conveation. When 
an odious, epprefiive, and contemptible arifto- 
cracy unites its influence with a corrupt adimi- 
niftration in deftroying the liberties ot the peo- 
ple, we behold, with the highett refpect and ve- 


neration, a noble prelate virtuoufly:ttand in the” 


breach, boldly detending, and zealoufly main- 
taining the rights of his country, andthe rights 
of mankind. The undeubted approbation ot the 
Supreme Director of the univerfe, the prayers of 
three millions of people, and the confcious recti- 
tude of your own heart, will amply, reward 
you. Remoteit pofterity will celebrate your 
great and good name, whilit other peers, and 
other prelates, fhall either be forgotten, or but 

remembered with contempt and deteftation. 
Refolved, That the iollowing addrefs he 
tran{mitted, 
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Col. Brownlow: 
GENTLEMEN, ' 

AS no language can do juftice to your 
worth, your feclings why can bear teftimony to 
it.—Virtue has been made, by other men, but a 
fubje€t for high-founding and pompous decla- 
mation. If we judged of it by their conduct, 
we fhould juftly confider it as** the bafelefs fa- 
bric of a vifion.’’ “We fhould doubt its exiftence 


‘jn our climate, had we not felt its genial warmth 


jn you, in our volunteers, and in ourfelves, We 
know you will ever continue the glorious cham- 
pions of ** heaven-born liberty.”” We know 
ourfelves too. We know the full value of all 
we have at ftake—but we alfo know, that free- 
dom cannot be too dearly purchafed at any 
rice. Flood, Brownlow, Iriih volunteers, and 
rifhmen, fhall then fupport each other—they 
fhall and muft be free—or bravely fall together. 
Signed, by order of the meeting, 
JOHN ORMSBY, Sheriff. 

The high-fheriff having left the chair, and 
George Robert Fitzgerald being placed therein, 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the warmeft 
thanks of this meeting be given to our worthy 
and refpectable high-theriff, John Ormiby, Efg. 
for his candid and f{pirited conduct on this oc- 
cafion. 

Signed, by order of the meeting, 

GEO. ROB. FITZGERALD, Chairman. 

To be pubithed four times in the Dublin 
Evening Poit. 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of 
the County ot MAYO. 
GENTLEMEN, 

YOU do’me great honour by the marked 
approbation you are pleafed to expreis of my 
conduct. It is, indeed, conveyed in terms fo 
far beyond the {mall’ fhare of imerit I can pre- 
tend to, that I muit impute it to the warmth of 
your feelings for thetaute I am engaged in. 

y claim to public favour can only arife from 
having ever been, to the utmoit of my power, .a 
zealous ailertor ot liberty, founded on the true 
principles of the conititution; and this is a line 
of conduct I never will depart from. Our con- 
ftitution, excellent in theory, has been impaired 
by time and by corruption; our ambition is to 





‘reitore it, and, fupported by the voice of the na- 


tion relounding from all parts of the kingdom, 
ave cannot doubt of fuccels. . 
Ihave the honour to be, with great refpec 
and gratitude, Gendemen, your very obedicut 
and much obliged humble fervant, 
W. BROWNLOW. 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of 
the County of MAYQ, ailembled at Caitic- 
bar the 12th of Jan. 1784. 

GENTLEMEN, 

IF I have been fortunate enough to ferve 
at any time a country, which, by frequent com- 
pariion wath every other in Europe, I fiave leam- 
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ed to prefer to every other, I am {till more 
by finding the attachment reciprocal, and that 
my fellow-citizens are as forward to adopt me, 
as I was to prefer them. 

At the fame time,. I cannot but lament that 
her depreffion is fuch as to render the fetvices of 
fo fequeftered an individual ‘eithér effential to 
her interefts or an object of her gratitude. 

Confcious, however, of, the rectitude of my 
actions, as well as my intentions, and refoluce 
itill to illuttrate the one by the other, I am 
pleafed to find they bear no ambiguous interpre- 
tation, and that the nation, whicl of all others 
I moit withed to ferve, gives me the’ amplett 
teftimony that my labours are not inetfectual. : 

That the ariftocracy which has fo long and 
fo ignominioufly fubjugated this nation and, its 
fovereign, by fubftituting their own interéits for 
thofe of the community, have thereby rendered 
themfelves as odious as they are oppreffive 1 
readily admit, but I appeal to yourfelves, whe+ 
ther the very power which they poffefs, together 
with the inclination to deprefs fo fpirited a na- 
tion, does not dilprove the appellation of con- 
tempuible. Soe 

In truth, gentlemen, found policy knows of 
no little enemy, andI have often hefitated in 
my decifion, whether this country has fuffered 
mott by its generous confidence in falfe friends, 
or its more generous contempt of mfidious foes. 

Would to God, gentlemen, that the rights 

of this country, which you fuppofe me capable 
of defedding, were fynonimous terms with the 
rights of mankind, and that a coalition of po- 
litical rights, founded upon a reciprocal tolera- 
tion of religious ones, could teach this ill-fated 
nation, ftill more depreffed by popular prejudice 
than by ariitocratic preponderancy, 
_ ‘That there is but one great fimple and funde- 
mental aphorifm in true politics, one luminous 
axiom, from which every other derives its vir 
gour and energy, viz. ' 

** That cohefion of parts can alone give 
weight to bodies.’’ 

Upon this incontrovertible principle I found 
my withes, and would ftrain every effort ef my 
mind to bury all religious difcordancy among 
Irithmen under the great edifice of public 4i- 
berty, and of common iaterett. 

Quench but this firebrand of religious difcor- 
dancy, which the common enemy of both par- 
ties has’ perpetually been hurling through this 
diftracted and deluded nation, and ye will foon 
fee the pure and lambent flame of liberty che 
rifh and enlighten Ireland, as effectually as the 
Germanempire, or the Swils cantons. 

But until ye can forgive, and reciprocally te- 
leraic each other, ye mutt expect to tind your- 
feives ultimately the tools and the victims of 
that odious and oppretiiye, but far from con- 
tempubie ariitocracy, which we all join in dread- 
ing and execrating, and fhall, 1 hope, one day, 


join in finally fubverting. 
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BRISTOL, 
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REFLECTION. 


HE world generally afferts that 
fp endthrifts have but half the 


fortune they really have, and that mij- 
fers have at leait twice as much, 
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MATHEMATICS. 


ANSWERS TO MATHEMATICAL QUESTIONS. 
31. QuesTion (II. Dec.) anfwered by Mr. Isaac DaLBy. 


Y a revugh computation, the time at Greenwich when the obfervation was 
made appears to have ‘been between half paft'10 and 11 P. M. Now, by the 
Naut. Alm. the (°s bor. par. at thattime was 55'49”, her femi-diamcter 15/12”, 
and by Tab. 1V. Reg. Tables, the augmentation is 10”, therefore the app. alt. ("s 
cent, was 42° 13° 17"; thatof the # = 29° 8’, and the app. dift. of the # and 
q@ "scenter 55° 25’ 55”. Hence, by the method given at pag. 32. Reg. Tables, the 
true ditt. will be tound 55° 20’ 10", and the app. time at Greenwich aniwering to 
this ditt. (by Naut. dim.) yoh.agm. 12s. P. M. At this sume (by Naut. Alm.) 
the ¢ °s decl. was-1% 14"S. and, by Tab. VIII. Reg. Tab. the correst. of her alt. 
40’17”": hence, her true alt. was 42° 53°34”, and her zen. dift. 47° 6’ 26”; the 
#°s refrac. was 1°42”, and hence its true alt. was 29° 6’ 18”, and zen. dift. 
Go® 53'42”, the dec. being 25° 54°48” S. 


PROJECTION. 

Let the primitive reprefent the hour circ. pafling thro’ P 
the # at the time of obit. P and S the north and fouth poles, 
refpeétively.’ Make $ ® —64° 5’ 12/’ the #’s co déc. 
and about #, asa pole, defcribe an arc of a leffer circ. 
at the dift, Of 55° 20/10” (the true dilt. of the ¢ and 
# ;) allo, about the pole S, defcribe the arc of another 
defler circ. at the dift. of 88° 46/, the ¢ °s co-decl. and 
interfe&ting the former in (. Then will @ be the 
moon's place: now about ¢ and # as poles defcribe 
teffer circles at the diftances of 47° 6’ 26”, and 60° 53’ 
42”, the two zenith diftances, refpectively; and through 
the poles FP, S, and the points of interfection Z, E, de- 
{cribe ares of great circles, and ZP is the co Jat. if the 
Jat. of the place was north, or ES will be the co-Jat. if it was fouth, 

Through ¢ defcsbe the hour circ. PS, alfo defchibe the atts ( ¥, @Z CE; 
then, in the triangle ( Z#%, there is given the three fides, ( #, — 55° oat 10”. 
€ Z=47° 6! 26", and #& Z = 60° 53’ 42”, from whence the <) # Z will be 
found=55° 47’ 46”. And in the triang. © P x» the three fides are given, viz. € P 
=91° 14’, %P = 115° 54’ 48%, € ® = 55° 20' 10%, whence the <(€ #P=72°? 
7’ 44": hence the <¢ #P—< # Z=16° 19! 58"= <Z HP; then, in the tri- 
angle Z@P there wall be given two fides and the included <, from whence the 
other fide ZP is found = 57° 12/16”, the colat. and the 2 ZP * = 16° 59’ 42’— 
1" 7™ 5o* the time the a was fhort of the merid. in north latitude, " s 

Theittar’s R.A. was 16" 15™ 42s, therefore the R.A. of mid- heaven wasas" 7™ 43°: 
hence, by taking the ©'s R. A. from the Naut. Alm, the app. time at the place of 
obfervation will be found — 8" 8™40* P.M, The diff. between this and 10% 
45™ 128 (the Greenwich time) is 2" 36™ 328 = 49% 8’, the long. W. 

For the place in fouth Jat. we have 180° 72° 7/ 44” (2 € #P) = 107° 52736" 
—<¢ #5, and <@€ &#S—< €( #E(¢€ #Z) = 52% 4’ 30” = SE@S; there- 
fore, an the triang. k@S, there is given two fides and the included 7, to find ES 
=45° 54/46", the co-lat. and the < ES gy =73° 38! 35”—4h 54™ 348, the time 
the g was fhort of the merid. in fouth latitude. Hence the app. time was gh 23m 
6s P. M. the diff. of this and the Greenwich time is 6h 22™ 63 — 95° 34’ 30”, the 
long. W. but at this place the fun was not fet, and, therefore, the obfervation was 
made in lat. 32° 47’44” N. long. 39° 8/ W. " 

This queition was alfo anfwered by Mr. George Sanderfon, the propofer, 





32- Question (IL. Dec.) anfwered- by Mrs Stanron, Schoolmafter, in Para- 
dife-Row, Chelfea. 


Let the femi-circle EPGQ reprefent half the general meridian, EQ the equator 
PR the hour circle of IJ, dd the parallel of 5°, and S the point of their SaterieGtion: 
7 join 











1784. MATHEMATICS. 273 


join CS, Cd, let fall the perpendicular dm, and Pp 
from B, the pole of RP, draw Bd. Then CB 
—CR=tang. 22°43, dm=tine of 5°, the decli- 
nation, and mC othe cofine; hence, when the 
rad. Cd = 18 inches, dm is — 11,5688, Cm — 
17,9315, CR—BC=7,4558, Bm = 25,387, EB 
= 10,544, and ER=ES=25,456 inches, the 
rad. of PR. Hence, in the right-angled A dm L<= : 

B, the 2 dBm will be found = 3% 32' 10”, and E B C R m 
its fupplement is 176% 27’ 50”=the 2 SBE; then, inthe A SBE, the 2 SEB will 
be found = 2° 4' 20”; therefore, inthe A SEC, there is given two fides and the 
included 2 SEC, from whence CS=7,49 inches, the dift. of the point of interfec- 
tion from the center when the parallel ddis correétly drawn. . But, by the queftion, 
it meafures 7,52 inches, and, therefore, the declination of the point S in the pro- 
jection is greater than the truth: now, to find the quantity of the error, make CL 
=7,§2, and through L draw BG; alfo join CG, EL: then, in the A ECL, there 
are given the three fides, from which the 2 LCE is found=171° 22’; and its fup- 
plement is 8° 38’,= the 2 LCQ. Thenin the A BCL, there is given the 2 BCL, 
and the including fides, from which the 2 CLB = 4° 18’, and its fupplement is 
375° 42/=the 2CLG. And, laftly, inthe ~ LCG there are given CL, CG, and 
the 2 CLG, to find the 2 LCG, = 2° 30’; confequently, the < LCQ— ~ LCG, 
= 8° 33’——2° 30’,—6° 8’ = < GCQ; and hence the 2GCQ—zdCQ, = 67 3/ame 
5°=1° 8'=the <GCd, the error fought, 

In large projections the parallels near a right circle are frequently incorre&tl 
drawn ; for artifts find the radii too long for the beam compaffes, and then they ufe 
an inftrument called the dow; but the curves fo drawn are teldom arcs of circles; 
and, confequently, fuch projections will be erroneous, as is the cafe with that of 
the propofer. But, to remedy this inconvenience, I fometime ago invented an ia- 
ftrument, by which the arcs of large circles are accurately deferibed; and therefore I 
take this opportunity of informing thofe whom bufineis or inclination may lead to 
make large projeétions for geographical, altronomical, or other purpofes, that they 
may have them neatly made, either in peter. or copper, on reafonable terms, by 
applying to me at Chelfea, or to Meff. Haywoods, No. 3, St. Martén’s Church 
yard, London, where {pecimens may be feen. 

gp Aline from C to L is omitted in the figure. 








33. Question (IV. Dec.) anfwered by IR K, the propofer. 
CONSTRUCTION. 


Let the three given angles be BDC, CDF, and H 
FDB, and the three given points M, N, and P, ~*~ 
which join by the lines MN, MP, and NP. 5. - 
Make MPE, NPF each =the z CDG, the ~::., 
fupplement of the angle BDC; the angle PME 
=the 2 CDH, the fupplement of CDL; and 
the angle PNF =the angle PEM. Draw MF 
and EN, cutting each other in A, the point re- 
quired. 


DEMONSTRATION. 






Draw PA. Then if to each of the equal an- 
gies MPE, NPF there be added the angle MPM, :/~ +N 
tie angles EPN and MPF will be equal. More- P™-. Ret. 
over, becaufe the angles PNF and PEM, NPF ib 
and MPE are equal, by conftruétion, the trian- eee. 
gles PEM and PNF are equiangular; and, there- F 
fore, PE: PM::PN: PF; and, alternately PE: , 
PN ::PM:PF. Confequently, Euc. VI. 6, EPN and MPF are equiangular, and 
the angle PEA = PMA: but the angles MOA and POE, are equal, being oppo- 
fite vertical angles; therefore, the triangles MOA and POE are equiangular, and 
the angle MAO=OPE,=CDG, by couftruétion ; confequently, their fupplements 
Lonp. Mac, April 1734, Na MAN 
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* of all the great circles pafling through P will 


‘the’arc PD; and draw-the ‘tangents, PO, 
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MAN and BDC are equal. Ina fimilar manner it may be proved that PAN= 
CDL: therefore, PAM=—BDL. Q. E. D, 
This queftion was anfwered by Mr. Dalby and Mr. Sanderfon. 


344 Question (V. Dec.) anfwered by Mr. DurFaut, of the Rev. Mr. James's 
Academy at Greenwich. 


CONSTRUCTION. 


On the meridian MR take Ma = the 9 

proper, and Mé= the merid. diff. of la. B é £ z - 
titude. At the point 4, ereét dc perpen- r 
dicular to MR, and from the fame point, 

asa center, with a radius equal to Ma w x p 
deferibe an arc of a circle mn, and from Ff ‘to D 
M, draw Me to touch it and meet d¢ in ¢. 
Then the angle 6Mc is the firit courfe, Pt 1A 
and bc the difference of longitude. Again, oc 
through ¢ draw the meridian ¢g, and in 

it take co, cp==the proper and meridionah A 
differences of latitude, made on the fe- m 
cond courfe: take pf to ceas 3 to 2, de- M 
“feribe the arc tu, and from ¢, draw ¢ch.to touch it in / and meet p4, drawn perpen- 
dicular to cp in4; and the angle dep will be the fecond courfe, and pé the differ- 
ence of longitude made good upon it. Laftly, through 4, draw the meridian 4Q, 
Jay off on it 4r and 4s, the proper and merid. diff. of latitudes, draw the perpen- 
dicular sB, take swv—ahr, defcribe, from s, the arc we, and from 4, draw 4B, to 
touch it in v, and meet sB in D: then the angle Bds will be the third courfe and 
Bs the difference of longitude made on it: Join BM, produce Bs, to.meet MR in 
E, make MD=the whole difference of latitude, draw Df perpendicular te MR, and 
EB will be the difference of longitude, Mf the diftance, and the angle {MD the 
courfe made good in all. 


DEMONSTRATION. 


In the triangle Mép, drawing ay parallel to dc, and bx perpendicular to. Me, 
the triangles May and cbx are fimilar, and dc: bx 3; My: Ma; but bx = Ma, by 
conftruétion, confequently dc, the difference of longitude, = My, the diftance. 
Again, in the triangle cps, drawing oz ‘parallel to p4, and p/ perpendicular to ch, 
the triangles péb, coz will be fimilar, and ph : pl 3: cx sco; pl :co::4: 2, by con- 
ftrugtion. Confequently, pd), the difference of longitude, is to cz, the diftance, as 3 
toz. Laftly, in the triangle 4sB, drawing rA parallel tosB, and sw perpendicular 
to AB; Bs: us 3; Ab: br; but vs is double of dr, by conftruétion; confequently, 
Bs, the difference of longitude, is double of Ad, the diftance. Q. E. D. 

The method of calculation is too obvious to need pointing out. 
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35- QuesTiON (VI. Dec.) anfwered by Mr. Isaac DataBy. 


Becaufe, as 1 : 57,29 &c. :: 3 angles of a 
fph. A minus 180° : area; therefore, when 





the area is a maximum the {um of the angles ~ >> 
muft be a maximum. ; 0 Wy 
ANALYSIS. aay, 
Let ba be the diameter of the primitive, in J VL 
a ftereogr. -projec. ¢ the center; and fappote A P i C t N a 


PCD to be the A, CP, CD the given fides. 

With the tang. of 4 CD defcribe ADQ_ the 

Jocus of the point D; let N be the center of H / 
the great circle pafling through P, at right kh S 
angles toCP, and draw NS perp. NC. Then, 
by the nature of the projection, the centers 





be in NS. Draw PS, DS, ‘to the center of 





R 3 


DO. Then, by the ftereog. projetion, the 
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angle ODC—fph. angle PDC, and OPC = fph. angle DPC: therefore, when the 
angle PDC+DPC+PCD, of the fph. A, is a maximum, their equals ODC+OPC 
+PCD, in the trapez. PODC, mutt alfo be a maximum. But the fum of all the 
angles in the trapezium is conftant; and, therefore, the angle POD mutt be a mix. 
Hence, it is evident, in the trapezium PODS, hecaufe the oppofite angles at D and 
P are right ones, when the angle at O is a minimum, the oppofite angle DSP will be 
a maximum. 

It is, moreover, well known, that, if from any point (P) within a circle any 
number of right lines (PA, PD, PQ_) are drawn to the circumference, and if they 
are produced, and the external] parts taken in a conftant ratio to the internal ones, 
between the point and circumference, or if, inftead of being produced, the exter- 
nal parts make a given angle (PAz, PDS, PQm) with the internal ones, and are 
in a conftant ratio to them, the /ocus of their extremities (7, S, m) in either cafe, 
will be a circle. Hence, it follows, that if fimilar triangles are made on PA, PD, 
PQ, &c. the oppofite angles at 2, S, m, &c. will be in the circumference of a femi- 
circle. Moreover, it is evident, the lefs the femi-circle is, the greater will thofe 
angles be; and, in the prefent cafe, NS limits the femi-circle, becaufe the center 
of the are PD muft be in that line, and therefore it will be /eaf# when it toucltes 
it, confequently the point of contaét § will give the angle PSD the greatett. 

Suppofe now the femicircle defcribed, H its centre, S the point of contaé, the 
radius HS drawn, and alfo the perpendiculars mI, Hr, 2F. Then, becaufePS=—SD, 
and the triangles PSD, PmQ, PxA are fimilar, they are ifofceles, and mI, 2F will 
bifect PQ, PA. And becaule Ha= Ha (by fuppofing a + from z to cut Hr, mI 
produced) Hr will bif-&t IF, and, therefore, it bifeéts PC; confequently, rN = 
HS is the radius of the femicircle. Hence, this 


CONSTRUCTION, 


Bife& PQ_in I and PC in r, draw the perps. Id/rh; and between them apply 42 
—=rN, draw PH jj hd, and HS }j -N; alfo draw SP, with which, as radius, deferibe 
the arc PD; join CD, and PDC is the triangle required. | 

Draw PD, HC. ‘Then, becauie Cr-—Pr; Au, HC, mQ are parallel; confe- 
quently, the diameters AQ, am, are fimilarly divided in P, C, P, H: andfeeing that 
the angle DPS = angle QPm, the angle DPC is = SPH, and DC, SH, the radii, 
being in the fame ratio, as PC, PH; the triangles PDC, PSH wili be fimilar, and 
.. DH pafles through C. Hence it follows that a circle will pafs through the 
points PDSH; .. the angle HPS = HDS; but the angle ODH = comp. of the 
anyle HDS (HPS) and angle CPO=comp. of angle SPN (PSH); that is, the angle 
PHS=the ium of the complements of the angles HPS, HsP to two right angles, 
«. PHS (PCD) =: angle OPC + ODC, ¢. ¢. the angle between the conftant fides is 
always = the fum of the other two angles. 


The fame anfwered by y Draconis, the propofer. 


Let AB and AC be the conftant fides. Then A 

if the triangle ABC be a maximum, the incre- 

ment AED muft be equal to the decrement BEC, 

Now, it is known that the area of a fpherical tri- 

angle is ina given ratio to the difference between 

the fum of its three angles and a femi-circle, 

from which confideration, and that the angles at 

E are equal in the two triangles AED, and BED, D 
we obtain the following equation, EAD + D= 
EBC+C, or EAD—EBC +C—D. Or, fince B 
the fluxions are in the ultimate ratio of the in- 


: : Cc 
crements A= B+C. From which we might , 
lawfully conclude that the relation fought is A=B4C. But this appesrs more 
fully ir the following manner: Since, by the 21ft theorem of the traé& De effima- 


tione errorum iz Mixta Mathef, of Cotes, A: B 3; R x fin. BC: fin. AC xcos. C, 
eee my, fin. AC x cos. C 
and A:C:: Rxfin. BC: fin. AB x cofine B, we obtain B =— 


fin. ABxcos. B 
RK xtin. BC 








R x fin. BO 
x Aj and fubftituting thefe values in the equa- 
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tion A —B +C, we have fin. AC xcos. C+fin. ABxcos. B=R x fin. BC. But 
: H fin. BCxfin. B 
in the triangle ABC, fin. A: fin. BC :; fin. B: fin. AC= 


jin. A 

fin. BCxfin, C 
fin. A 
fines of AC and AB, the equation becomes fin. BX cos. C+fin. Cxcos. B= R x 


fin. A. That is, by the principles of trigonometry, fin, b+C = fin. of A. Con- 
fequently, the vertical angle is equal to the fum of the angles at the bafe when the 
area of the triangle is a maximum. Q. ELI, 





: and, 


3 and thofe values being fubftituted for the 





in like manner, fin, AB= 











MATHEMATICAL QUESTIONS. 


5st. Question I, éy Signor Dominia, Antonio SAnTos. 


There is a circle given in magnitude and pofition, the center of which is C, 
and alfo a right line, RS, given in pofition without the circle: it is required 
to draw a tangent AB to the circle, meeting the right line RS in B, fo that 
when CB is drawn the fum of AB and CB may be a minimum, or a given 
quantity. 

2. Question II. dy Astronomicus. 

To find the ittadioa of that ftar which changes its declination the greateft 
quantity poffible in paffling over the interval contained between two given hour 
circles, in a given latitude. 

53- Question III. dy Tasso, of Brifol. 

From the equation 3x + sy + 7z=1000, to find all the anfwers that can be 
had in pofitive whole numbers. 

. Question IV. dy Mr. J. Wess. 

If the numerators of two unequal fra¢tions be added together for a new nu- 
merator, and the denominators for a new denominator, the fraétion thence 
arifing will be greater than one of the given fractions, and lefs than the other: 
the demonftration of this is required. 

55- Question V. dy Caput Mortuvum. 

Let a circle, given in magnitude, touch two right lines which form a given 
angle; and fuppofe an infinite number of other right lines be drawn to touch 
the circle and interfect the two former: it is required to determine the nature 
of that curve which will bifeét all the parts of thefe latter lines which aie in- 
tercepted between thofe that form the given angle. 


{cf} ‘The anfwers to thefe queflions are requefted before the rft of July, 
and may be directed (poft-paid) to Mr. Baldwin, in Paternofter-row, London. 
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IRISH REPRESENTATION, 
(Continued from Vol. 1, page 598.) 


HE high importance of the fubject on which the following letters have 

been written, and the avidity with which fuch papers are naturally pe- 
rufed by the public, have induced us to affign them a place in this mifcellany. 
in our fictt yolume the letters of the Duke of Richmond, the Earl of Effingham, 
Dr. Price, and Dr. Jebb were inferted. The readers, therefore, in fome mea- 
fure, have a right to claim the republication of the papers on parliamentary 
reform, which have fince appeared. If any further correfpondence fhould ap- 
‘pear, we fhall certainly preferve if, in order that the aoe of the letters 
on Jrifh Kepr:fentaticn may be in the pofteifion of thofe who purchale 


the Londen Magazine, 
LETIER 
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LETTER FROM THE REV. MR. C. WYVILL TO MR. HENRY JOY, JUNIOR, 
SECRETARY TO THE COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE, AT BELFAST. 


SIR, 

CCORDING to your defire, my anfwer 
A to the queries of the Committee of Cor- 
refpondence at Belfaft was tranfmitted to Licu- 
tenant-Colonel Sharman, at Lifburn, on the 
12th inftant. But wifhing to guard againtt a 
mifcarriage, which in the hurry of a general 
election may be poffible, 1 take the liberty to 
trouble you with a duplicate of my anfwer. 

The committee of Yorkfhire is expected to 
meet about the end of September; when your 
Jetters, and the other papers communicated by 
your refpectable committee, will be laid before 


Burton-Hall, near Bedal, Auguft 22, 1783. 
the Yorkfhire gentlemen. 1 am trmly perfuaded 
they will rejoice at the noble fpirit of reforma- 
tion which has arifen in Ireland; they will fin- 
cerely wifh to their worthy fellow-fubjects com- 
plete fuccefs: I truft alfo, they will be moft 
ready to co-operate with them in any legal mode 
which can be devifed mutually to ailift each 
other in the laudable and necetifary undertaking 
to obtain a fubftantial reformation in parliament 
in the refpective kingdoms of Ireland and Great. 
Britain. Iam, Sir, with great refpect, 

Your moft obedient humbie fervant, 
C. WYVILL. 


MR. WYVILL’S ANSWER TO THE QUERIES PROPOSED BY THE COMMITTEE 
OF CORRESPONDENCE AT BELFAST. 


I. ‘IN all attempts by a free people to im- 
prove the frame of their legiflature, it feems ad- 
vifeable, as much as may be poifible, to preferve 
ancient foundations, and to fuffer every part of 
the fabric to ttand which is not abfolutely in- 
capable of fubitantial repair. In my opinion, it 
is unneceflary and inexpedient to disfranchife the 
populous boroughs in Ireland, in which the 
right of election is invefted in a few perfons. In 
fuch boroughs, a due extenfion of the right of 
fuffrage is fufficient to obtain every defireabie 
purpofe ; but all the little ne boroughs 
ought certainly to be disfranchifed, and their 
privilege of parliamentary reprefentation fhould 
be transferred, to oppofe thofe populous diftricts 
which are unreprefented, or whofe fhare of re- 
prefentation is inadequate. 

II. If, in confequence of the propofed dif- 
franchifement of the fmallett clafs of boroughs, 
a fufficient fhare of the reprefentation can be 
transferred to the largeft diftriéts, it does not 
feem neceflary that the number of the Irifh Houfe 
of Commons fhould be increafed. The libe 
of the nation may be well protected by a Houfe 
of Commons, whofe members do not exceed 
three hundred, if thofe members be firmly con- 
nected with the body of the nation. But if from 
the paucity of boroughs proper to be disfranchiled, 
or from the influence of powerful men interefted 
to preferve fuch boroughs, a fufficient fhare of 
the reprefentation cannot be transferred to the 
largeft dittri¢ts, the prefent number of the Houfe 
of Commons inIreland, gompared with the elec- 
tive body, is by no means fo large as to forbid 
any addition ot members, For, what fecures a 

arliament in the intereft of the public? DUE 
ELECTION, AND A SPEEDY RETURN 
INTO THE COMMON MASS. A fenate 
thus conftituted would inftantly feel what the 
community felt, and faithfully at according to 
the wifhes of the conitituents, Thefe are eilen- 
tjal requifites in the formation and conduct of a 

oufe of Commons; and where they are found, 
it is of Jittle moment whether the atlembly con- 
fitts of three hundred perfons, or of any larger 
number, not exceeding thole limits, beyond 
which it is not eafy to preferve order in a deli- 
berative aflembly. Ou thefe grounds it may be 
prelumed, that no folid obje¢tion to an aug- 
paentation of the Irith Houle of Cemmons could 


be offered, even if the prefent elective body were 
incapable of increafe. But, fince the time is 
perhaps arrived, or may not be very diitant, 
when the Catholics of Ireland might be fafely 
admitted a participation in the right of election, 
the difficulty wholly vanithes. 

111, Where property is very unequally diftri- 
buted ariftocratical influence will be found to 
operate extenfively; and no means can be de- 
vifed completely to guard the community againft 
the mifchievous confequences of that influence, 
without a breach in the laws of property, which 
hardly ever can be juttitiable. But the regula- 
tions may be framed, by which the danger from 
the exceflive power of the ariftocracy may be 
averted; and in fome tolerable degree that fhare 
of influence may be obtained by the people, 
without which they cannot poflefs a free contti- 
tution, or have any fubitantial fecurity that the 
true interefts of the nation will be {teadily pur- 
fued by government. Laws extending the right 
of fuffrage to fit clafles of men; prohibiting bri- 
bery and expence at eleCtions; and facilitating the 
voters accefs to the place of polling; thofe are the 
moft obvious and effectual means by which the 
Commons may be protected againft a dominecr- 
ing ariftocracy, without recurring to the defp.- 
rate expedient of an Agrarian law. And fince 
the counties of Ireland are inadequately repre- 
fented, and fince the natural luxury of the rich, 
and the growing induftry of the poor, will com- 
bine to leflen the evil complained of, it feems 
advifeable that the county reprefentation fhouid 
be re-inforced, and, at the fame time, that 
every proper regulation to check the excefs oi 
ariftocratical influence fhould be introduced. 

1V. The fourth query has been, in fome 
meafure, anfwered in the reply tothe third. It 
feems not to admit a doubt, that the right of 
fuffrage fhould be extended to Ireland. But the 
difficult part of the queftion iss to wHom? 
Confcious as 1 am how delicate the tubjest is, I 
cannot, however, decline to give my fentiments 
upon it with plainnefs and unreferved fincerity. 

It is the right of mankind to be governed by 
their own confent, given perfonally, or by re- 
prefentation. On this principle all jut govern- 
ment has been originally formed. It was the 
principle on which our Saxon anceftors founded 
theiy conftitution; and though jt muft be ad- 
mitted, 
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mitted, that fram the firft introduction of a de- 
puted afflembly of the people in England, the 
rinciple never was firiétly adhered to, and that 
in fa¢t the right of election was not univer- 
tally enjoyed, even before the ftatute of disfran- 
chifement paffed, in the eighth year of Henry 
the Sixth, yet the principle was itill appealed to, 
and by alegal fiction fuppofed to exift in practice. 
Such.was the happy equality of mankind in 
the earlier ftages of fociety, ill exchanged, in 
my opinion, for the glare and glitter of a more 
{plendid feene, where the lofs of the political 
happinefs of the many is poorly compeniated by 
the pomp and magnificence of a féw individuals. 


In countries where property is equally divided, 


or nearly fo, it can hardly be fuppofed that the 
unlimited right of fuffrage may not be eftablifh- 
ed. If fuch an exception to all political expe- 
rience fhould occur, the circumitances which 
could occafion the limitation muft be of a very 
extraordinary nature. But in ftates where pro- 
perty has been diftributed with confiderable in- 
equality fome diminution of popular privileges 
has ufually taken place: and as in the far great- 
eft part of the globe, where the extreme of riches 
and poverty almoft divide each community, 
thofe privileges have been trampled under the 
foot of their tyrannical rulers, and fcarcely a 
veftige of them is to be found; even in thofe tree 
countries of Ireland and Britain, there feems to 
have been a culpable propenfity to contract thefe 
rights to a degree for which there was no fuffi- 
cient reafon. The interefts of mankind require 
that the bafis of fociety fhould be broad; the 
rulers of juftice require that their natural rights 
fhould not be taken away, But upon proot of 
mifufage, or political delinquency. I am fatis- 
fied, therefore, that where the right of univerial 
fuffrage has not been found a¢iuaily inconfiftent 
with the public fafety, it cught not to be 
abridged. But in all cafes where the claims 
of individuals are incompatible with the public 
good, the privileges of a part of the community 
mutt be pottponed to the welfare of the whole. 
For the law of felf-prefervation is to focieties, as 
to individuals, an indeteafible law ; and by that 
Jaw, focieties are juftifable which eje& from the 
full employment of the rights of citizens per- 
fons to whom thofe rights could not be continued 
without danger to the public. The election 
franchife may be confidered as both a privilege 
and a truft; and men who have been found in- 
capable of executing that truft, in a manner not 
advantageous to the community, are unfit to re- 
main invefted with it. That truft may be as 
properly taken from fuch men, as by the con- 
eeftion of the advocates for its widett extenfion 
it may be withheld from women, minors, and 
shea of fome other defcriptions. But men 
rom whom this franchife has been taken ought 
to be permitted to renounce their allegiance to 
the ftate, and transfer itto another. It, in this 
cafe, they acquiefce under the deprivation, 
without renouncing their allegiance to the {tate, 
or even exprefling any diffatisfaciion, their ac- 
quiefcence would amount to a tacit acceptance 
ot virtual reprefentation; and they would {till 
be governed, as they ought to be, by their own 

conient. 
In communities in which this deprivation has 


5 


already taken place fimilar reafoning will deter- 
mine to what clafles of men the election fran- 
chife ought to be reftored, or may be juftly re- 
fufed. It ought to be reftored to all who may 
be reafonably expected to exercife it for the pub- 
lic good. This is indif{putably clear; and it 
feems equally certain, that it may be juftly re- 
fufed to all to whom it would be unfafe to im- 
part it; whom candour would judge moit likely 
to mifufe their privilege, and to be guilty of that 
political delinquency tor which their original 
deprivation would be juftifiable. 

Thefe obfervations are alike applicable to the 
cafe of Britain and of Ireland. fh both coun- 
tries numerous clafles of men have been deprived 
of this franchife; but the liberal temper of the 
times, aided in each by fome favourable con- 
comitant circumftances, has brought this quef- 
tion to a ferious difcuffion; what reftoration of 
the right of election ought to be propofed, or is 
fit to be eftablifhed? The mere inequality of 
property alone is by no means a valid objection 
to the moft extenfive reftoration. For if, from 
the love of order, juftice, and liberty prevalent 
in the lower claffes, and the meek and unambi- 
tious ipirit of fuperiors, no material danger were 
to be apprehended from the influence of a 
wealthy ariftocracy, or from numerous and fre- 
quent. aflemblies of the populace, in fuch cire 
cumitances, notwithftanding the unequal divi- 
fion of property, the right of fuffrage might be. 
fafely reitored to the excluded clafles, and there- 
fore it ought not to be refuied. 

Whether Ireland be a country thus fortunately 
circumftanced, or not, it behoves the delegates 
of Uliter to confider with {trict impartiality. 
In what degree the manners of the Irith people 
are corrupt, to what extent the property ot their 
country is unequally diftributed, the delegates 
will be moft competent to judge. But if arifto- 
cratical power be tound too predominant in the 
counties of Ireland under the prefent limita- 
tions of the right of election, as it is ftated to 
be, in the letter of the 1gth of July, by the 
Committee of Belfait, the extenfion of the 
right to perfons in the fituation of abfolute de- 
pendence on the great would render their power 
wholly irrefiftible. Ifthe capital contain a nue 
merous and profligate populace, the periodical 
atiemblies of that populace tor the purpofe of 
elections would, too probably, produce tumults, 
and all the wild and pernicious effeéts of frantic 
infurrection. Evils like thefe would be more 
intolerable than thofe abufes which are now 
fo juftly complained of; and unlefs fome effectual 
remedy were fpeedily applied two them, would 
lead Ireland through a feries of calamity, to the 
utter ruin o/ its conftitution. 

Prefuming Ireland to be a country nearly in 
this fituation, I. cannot venture to recommend 
the reftoration of univerfal fuffrage. In my 
opinion, the circumitances here deicribed muft 
be confiderably altered, before the refufal of that 
unlimited privilege can be thought unjuft. At 
prefent, the utmoit length to which the right 
of election there feems fafely communicable, is 
to impart it to every clafs of men who, from 
the pofleffion of property to fome fmall amount, 
may be thought likely to exercife thzir fran- 
chile freely, and for the public good. To yon 

ceac 








1784. IRISH REPRESENTATION. 279 


cede the right of fuffrage in Ireland beyond that 
boundary appears not confiftent with national 
prudence, or the fafety of the public; and, 
therefore, in my apprehenfion, is not required 
by juftice.—In this opinion I am countenanced 
by the general practice of the free ftates of an- 
tiquity; I am fupported by that of modern Eu- 
rope, and the more recent example of America. 
In the American republics, property is more 
equally divided, and the manners of the people 
are more fimple, orderly, and incorrupt, than 
they are in thefe kingdoms. And yet, in fome 
of them, qualification of property has been 
thought neceffary to entitle inhabitants to the 
rights of voting. In Maffachufett’s, and fome 
other American ftates, the landed qualification 
exceeds that of any Englifh freeholders. I 
fhould be ftill further confirmed in thefe fenti- 
ments, if the excluded claffes difcovered no an- 
xiety to regain this important privilege, even 
when it became the fubject of national debate. 
For, why fhould the work of political reforma- 
tion be loaded with great, and perhaps infur- 
mountable difficulties, by ftruggling to impart to 
the non-electors a franchife which they are 
neither likely to exercife with difcretion, nor 
folicitous to obtain. 

By the rule here fuggefted, all perfons paying 
taxes within the counties, cities, and boroughs of 
Ireland would be comprehended among their 
voters; and to the county electors alfo would be 
added perfons holding land by copyhold, by 
leafehold for life, or a term exceeding thirty 





years, equal in value to the prefent freehold » 


qualifications. 
By the’fame rule it is underftood, that Catho- 


‘ lics of fimilar qualifications in property would be 


admitted to the choice of reprefentatives, to- 
gether with their Proteftant brethren. 

Ic muft be confeffed, that this conceffion to 
humanity and liberal policy could not be pro- 
pet in Britain with any profpect of fuccefs. 

ut Ireland, by granting a complete toleration 
to Catholics, has difplayed the true fpirit of 
candour and equity. And on this great occa- 
fion of reforming its conftitution, the fame equi- 
table {fpirit will naturally lead that country not 
to exclude thofe men from the primary right of 
citizens, by whofe affiftance its own independ- 
ence and dignity were obtained. The’ Catho- 
lics of former ages may have been juftly de- 
graded from the clafs of electors, becaufe an at- 
tachment to a foreign potentate, dangerous to 
the peace and welfare of their country, may then 
have formed an effential part of their religious 
creed. But why fhould men whofe religious 
Opinions are now deemed inofienfive to the ftate, 
and therefore fit to be tolerated by law, be 
thought unfit to concur with their feilow-citi- 
zens in the election of reprefentatives? The 
eftablifhed religion would be fecure, as it is at 
prefent; becaufe Catholic voters could not elect 
Catholic reprefentatives.' However their mode 
of Chriftianity may be difapproved, however ne- 
ceffary it may be to oppofe the re-admiffion of 
that fyftem as the religion of our country, and 
no perfon difapproves it more completely, or 
would refiit its eftablifhment more ftrenuoufly 
than the writer of this paper; yet furely, in mere 
matters of‘civil concern, the profeffion of errors 


allowed to be harmlefs to the ftate ought not to 
be a difqualification.—Surely Chriftians of every 
fect ought to be permitted to enjoy thofe politi- 


‘cal privileges, from which perfons: untinctured 
‘ by any religion are not excluded. 


If on this occafion the right of fuffrage fhould 
be extended to Catholics, let them receive the 
indulgence, not from the infidious clemency of a 
court, but from the friendfhip and magnanimity 
of their Proteftant fellow-fubjects, and the peace 
and liberty of Ireland will be unhurt by the 
conceffion. 

V. Elections by ballot feem to be unad- 
vifable. In places where no undue influence 
can be exerted the concealment of the ballot is 
totally unneceffary. But, where the influence 
is predominant, it ought, to be refifted, not bya 
practice encouraging cowardly difingenuity and 
breach of promife, but by open and honourable 
means; by means confonant with truth, inte- 
grity, and the courageous fpirit of liberty. 

VI. The duration of parliaments ought to 
be limited to a fhorter term than eight years. 
It would be found as practicable to obtain an- 
nual as triennial parliaments: the preference in 
point of efficacy feems due to annual parlia- 
ments. But the beneficial effect of triennial 
or of annual parliaments will not be felt till the 
reprefentation has been meliorated, and elec. 
tions have been rendered uncorrupt and inex- 

nfive. 

VII. It would be expedient that a fatisfac- 
tory compenfation fhould be given by the nation 
to the proprietors of thofe boroughs which may 
be abolifhed. If this were underftood to be the 
intention of the public, a lefs animated oppofi- 
tion to the disfranchifement of boroughs might 
be expected. But a more harfh mode of refor- 
mation would difguft and exafperate individuals, 
which would be extremely imprudent, when a 
flight expence to the whole kingdom might pur- 
chafe their acquiefcence, and preferve general 
harmony. 

Undoubtedly, a compenfation is what ftric&t 
juftice does not enjoin; the nation has an abfo- 
lute right to revoke privileges which are become 
injurious to its welfare; but in the view of equi- 
ty, as well as that of policy, this more lenient 
mode of correcting abufes which time has in- 
troduced, without any marked criminality of the 
prefent proprietors, ieems to be preferable. 

VIII. From the anfwers which have been 
returned to the former queries, my opinion re- 
fpecting the eighth and lait query, in fome mea- 


‘fure, might be colieéted But the reply to the 


moft important queftion of them all fhall not 
be lefs explicit than thofe which have been al- 
ready given. If then I had the honour to be 
delegated to attend the meeting at Dungannon, 
my prefent ideas on the fubject would lead me, 

1. To'recommend with all poflible earneit- 
nefs the abolition of every fmall and decayed 
borough; and the gift of a reafonable compenfa- 
tion to every perfon immediately affected by that 
act, with permiffion to the disfranchifed elec- 
tors to vote at clections for their refpective 
counties. 

2. ‘To propofe the re-inforcement of the repre- 
fentation, by transferring to the counties, the 
capital, and the confiderable unreprefented towns, 
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if there be any fuch in Ireland, the members 
taken from the disfranchifed boroughs; and alfo 
by adding to them as many new members as 
might be neceflary clearly to turn the balance 
of legiflative power in favour of the counties, 
principal cities, and towns, which form the body 
of the nation, and in which the ftrength of the 
Trifh democracy retides. 

3- To fuggeft the utility of extending the 
right of fuffrage to all perfons paying taxes to 
counties, cities, and boroughs; to all copyhold- 
ers and leafeholders for life, or a term exceed- 
ing thirty years, the yearly value of whofe eftates 
fhall be at leaft forty fhillings; and alfo the 
propriety of admitting Chriftians of every de- 
nomination to the equal exercife of that moft 
important right of a citizen. 

4- To advife a fhorter duration of parlia- 
ments, preferring annual parliaments to trien- 
nial, if equally attainable. 

5. And, forfecuring the advantages of thofe 
meafures in their full extent, to recommend the 
ftricteft prohibition of bribery and expence at 
elections, and regulations facilitating to the re- 
fpective voters the exercife of their franchife. 

Such are the improvements which appear to 
my mind moft practicable, fafe, and efficacious, 
in the prefent ftate of Ireland, TO RESTORE 
TO THE PEOPLE UNARMED THEIR 
JUST AND NECESSARY CONTROUL 
OVER THE REPRESENTATIVE AS- 
SEMBLY. 

To fome of the delegates at Dungannon thefe 
propofitions might appear not extenfive enough. 
fo many more perhaps they might appear too 
extenfive to be at once adopted with prudence. 

Having therefore offered thefe propofitions to 
the meeting, I fhould think it ill became me 
to adhere to them with pertinacity. On the 
contrary, it would be more fuitable to my very 
limited experience, and imperfect knowledge of 
Irith affairs, and alfo more conducive to the 
fuccefs of the great caufe, to fubmit my opinion 
with deference to better informed judgements, 
and to accede to a lefs -extenfive plan for a fub- 
ftantial reformation of parliament, in favour of 
which a more general concurrence of the volun- 
teers might be probable. For that is the beft 
pian of reformation, which is the moft etiectual 
that is like to be attained. 

The means for cbtaining thofe regulations, or 
other improvements which may be deemed more 
falutary, are fufficientiy obvious; to reftore a de- 
clining conftitution is the duty, the intereit, 
and the peculiar office of the collective body. 
Seli-reformation is as odious a tafk to corrupt 
ailemblies of men as it is to profligate indivi- 
duals. A degenerate parliament will never fe- 
rioufly engage in that bufinels, but from the im- 
pulfe of the people. By their aétive zeal the 
work of reformation muit be begun; by their 
firmnefs and perfeverance it mutt be finifhed. 

0 a more tolerable condition of parliament, it 
would be fufficient to {tate an abufe ; and of its 
own accord an honett Houfe of Commons 
would immediately apply the proper correction. 
But when the mifchief lies in the frame and 
difpofition of parliament itfelf, it behoves the 
people not oi!y to fpecify their grievance, but 
to point outon what principle, and to what ex- 


tent they expect redrefs. For, if the popular 
complaint be well founded, parliament cannot be 
qualified to judge for the people with due im- 
partiality; nor difpofed fpontaneoufly to grant 
that mode of reformation which may appear 
beft adapted to promote their happinefs. Hence 
proceeds the principal difficulty of this great en- 
terprize.—W hen the claim of independence was 
the object of purfuit, there was but one fimple 
propofition—every Iriihman was agreed. If the 
volunteer aflemblies fhould deliberate apart on 
the general queftion only, Whether a reforma- 
tion of parliament be expedient? there is little 
reafon to apprehend any material diverfity of 
opinion would arife. Butif the queftion to be 
confidered fhould be, What fpecific plan of re- 
formation is moft fit to be propofed to parlia- 
ment? the difcuffion of that propofition in many 
diftin&t aflemblies might unhappily divide the 
volunteers. The reformation of parliament is 
an ample field of fpeculation, in which the fen- 
timents of wife and good men may be widely 
different. It is a fubject of the higheft practi- 
cal importance, on which thofe various fenti- 
ments may be maintained with warmth and 
eagernefs. In the progrefs of thofe difputes the 
provincial meetings might form different opi- 
nions; they might be heated; might be alien- 
ated; the ill offices of artful and interefted men 
might increafe the difguit ; till the formation of 
a general opinion in favour of any fpecific plan 


would become exceedingly difficult, it not wholly , 


impracticable. In order to guard againit fo 
fatal a difunion, it feems advifeable, if the 
{pecific plan ought to originate from the people, 
that a GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF DELE- 
GATES from every part of Ireland fhould meet, 
and determine what that {pecific plan fhould be. 
By fuch a meeting the union of the volunteers 
might be completely preferved; and the appli- 
cation from that meeting for an effectual redrefs 
of parliamentary abufes would be prefented to 
parliament with the weight and authority of the 
whole collective body. Itis needlefs to add that 
their requifition mutt be complied with. 

Such is the judgement which I have formed 
on the moft impartial confideration of the que- 
ries tranfmitted for my opinion by the Commit- 
tee of Belfaft. I feel myfelf much honoured by 
the gentlemen who have called forth my fenti- 
ments on this momentous occafion. By im- 
poling that honourable tafk upon me, they have 
committed to my hands an important truft, 
which I am bound to execute with fcrupulous 
fidelity, with confcieatious fincerity. I am but 
too well convinced, that what I have been able 
to fuggeft deferves not much of their attention. 
But the opinion now given has been formed 
and delivered under a fenfe of duty. And if 
this communication offer nothing elfe which 
may be fortunate enough to meet their appro- 
bation, yet | am confident the delegates of Ul- 
fter will approve the freedom and integrity of my 
an{wer. 

As aman I fincerely wifh the enjoyment of 
liberty, in its moft ample extent, to men in 
every climate and country; but as fellow-fub- 
jects 1 am deeply and more peculiarly interefted 
in the welfare and happinefs of Irifhmen. When 
the volunteers of Ireland fuccefsfully aflerted th¢ 
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lionour and independence of their country, I 
rejoiced at its emancipation from an injurious 
control. When they abolifhed perfecution, and 
gave peace and fecurity to millions of their op- 
prefied brethren, my heart concurred, and ap- 
proved’ the deed. When they checked the cor- 
rupt profufion of the public money, I joined 
with every virtuous man in applauding this pre- 
jude to a more important reformation. ‘To re+ 
ftore a finking conititution is their laft and 
greateit labour. Itis a talk whofe difficulty can 
only be exceeded by the immenfe advantages re- 
fulting from the performance. Nothing elfe can 
give permanent fecurity to the freedom and prof- 
perity of Irelands When the zeal and {pirit 
y which the volunteers gained thofe benefits 
to their country fhall be relaxed, unlefs a radical 
reformation of parliamerit fhall have been firft 
accomplithed, the benefirs themfelves will not 
be of jong duration: they will be loft again, or 
they will be left under circumftances of public 
dittrefs, in which the enjoyment will be im- 
poilible. The mifchief of a factious and corrupt 
government will be tele once more: minifterial 
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profufion will again feduce the fenate, and im- 
poverith the community. In this itate of things, 
liberty will be precarious, and commerce and 
induitry will be undone. And then, when the 
poor Catholic is ftarving for want of employ- 
ment, toleration itfelf will be to him a comfort 
of little avail. Even the joy exciced in the pub- 
lic mind by the acquifition of independence will 
foon fink, and besloft in the fuperior fenfe of 
domeftic mifery. But I trutt.a different, and 
far happier fcene is juft ready to open upon Ire- 
land. From the vigour and virtue of Irith peo- 
ple, conducted by the witdom of their delegates; 
a fubitantial reformation of parliament, with 
every national blefling in its train, may foon be 
expected. Let them but perfevere in the fame 
fpirited, temperate, and legal conduct which 
hitherto has marked their character with ho- 
nour—let them be firm—let them be unani- 
mous; and in this juitand neceifary undertaking, 
as in all the ret, THE VOLUNTEERS OF 
IRELAND will command that fuccefs which 
they fo well deferve. 

C. WYVILL. 
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THE LIFE OF SIR JOHN PRINGLE, BART. 


LATE PRESIDENT OF 
CIR JOHN PRINGLE* was born at 


Stichel-houfe, in the county of 
Roxburgh, North Britain, on the roth 
of April, 1707. His father was Sir 
John Pringle, of Stichel, Bart. and his 
mother, whofe name was Magdalen 
Eliott, was fifter to Sir Gilbert Eliott, 
of Stobs, Pert. Both the families 
from which he defcended were very 
ancient and honourable ones in tite 
fouth of Scotland, and were in great 
elleen for their attachment to the re- 
lizion and liberties of their country, 
and for their piety and virtue in pri- 
vate life. He was the youngeft of 
feveral fons, three of whom, befides 
himfelf, arrived to years of maturity. 
His grammatical education he received 
at home, under a private tutor; and 
after having made fuch a progrefs as 
qualified him for academical fludies, 
he was removed to the univerfity of 
St. Andrews, where he was put under 
the immediate care of Mr. Francis 
Pringle, profeffor of Greek in the col- 
ege, and a near relation of his father. 


Lonp. Mac. April 1784. 


* According to a promif 
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Having continued there fome years, he 
went to Edinburgh in Cétober, 1727, 
for the purpofe of ftudying phyfic, 
that being the profeffion which he 
now determined to follow. At Edin- 
burgh, however, he ftayed only one 
year, the reafon of which was, that he 
was defirous of going to Leyden, at 
that time the moit celebrated {chool of 
medicine in Europe. Dr. Boerhaave, 
who had brought that univerfity into 
reputation, was contiderably advanced 
in years, and Mr. Pringle was unwil- 
ling, by delay, to expoie himfelf to the 
danger of lofing the benefit of that 
great man’s lectures. For Boerhaave 
he had a high and juft refpect: but it 
was net his difpofition and charagter 
to become the implicit and fyitematic 
follower of any man, however able 
and diftinguifhed. Whil% he ftudied 
at’ Leyden, he contracted an intimate 
friendfhip with Van Swieten, who af- 
terwards became fo famous at Vienna, 
both by his pra¢tice and writings. Van 
Swieten was not only Mr. Pringle’s 

Oo acquaintance 
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acquaintance and fellow ftudent at the 
univerfity, but alfo his phyfician, when 
he happened to be feited there with a 
fit of ficknefs. Neverthelefs, he did 
not owe his recovery to his friend’s 
advice ; for Van Swieten having re- 
fufed to give him the bark, another 
prefcribed it, and Mr. Pringle was 
cured. When he had gone through 
his proper courfe of ftudies at Leyden, 
he was admitted, on the zoth of July, 
#730, to his dottor of phyfic’s de- 
gree. His inaugural differtation ‘* De 
marcore fexeli,” was printed. 

Upon quitting Leyden, Dr. Prin- 
gle fettled as a phyfician at Edin- 

urgh, where he gained the efteem of 
the magiftrates of the city, and of the 
profeffors of the college, by his abili- 
ties and good condu¢t, and fuch was 
his known acquaintance with ethical 
fubjects, that, on the 28th of March, 
1734, he was appointed, by the ma- 
giftrates and council of the city of 
Edinburgh, to be joint profeffor of 
pneumatics and moral philofophy with 
Mr. Scott, during the faid Mr. Scott’s 
life, and fole proteffor thereof after his 
deceafe; and, in confequence of this 
appointment, Dr. Pringle was admit~ 
ted, on the fame day, a member of the 
univerfity. In difcharging the duties 
of this new employment, his text book 
was Purrenpvorrr De Officio Hominis 
et Civis; and agreeably to the method 
he purfued through life, of making 
fact and experiment the bafis of fci- 
ence. 

Dr. Pringle continued in the prac- 
tice of phyfic at Edinburgh, and in 
performing the obligations of his pro- 
fefforfhip, till 1742, when he was ap- 
pointed phyfician to the Earl of Stair, 
who then commanded the Britifh army. 
For this appointment he was chiefly 
indebted to his friend Dr. Stevenfon, 
an eminent phyfician at Edinburgh, 
who had an intimate acquaintance with 
Lord Stair. | 

By the intereft of this nobleman, 
Dr. Pringle was conftitated, on the 
24th of Auguft 1742, phyfician to the 
military hofpital in Flanders; and it 
aap aka gee in the commiflion, that 
he fhould receive a falary of twenty 


thillings a-day, and be entitled to haif 





April 
pay for life. He did not, on this oc- 
cafion, refign his profefforfhip of moral 
ee The univerfity —— 


im to retain it, and Mefirs. Muirhead 
and Cleghorn were allowed to teach 
in his abfence, as long as he continued 
to requeft it. | 

The eminent attention which Dr. 
hee 2 paid to his duty as an army 
phyfician, is a matter that requires no 
enlargement in this place, and is ap- 
arent from every page of his Treatife 
on the Difeafes of the Army. One 
thing, however, deferves particularly 
to be mentioned, as. it is highly pro- 
bable that it was owing to his fug- 
ya It had hitherto been ufual, 
or the fecurity of the fick, when the 
enemy was near, to remove them a 
great way from the camp; the confe- 
quence of which was, that many were 
loft before they came under the care 
of the phyficians. The Earl of Stair, 
being enfible of this evil, propofed 
to the Duke de Noailles, when the 
army was encamped at Afchaffenburg, 
in 1743, that the hofpitals on both 
fides fhould be confidered as fanétuaries 
for the fick, and mutually protetted. 
The French general, who was diftin- 
guifhed for his humanity, readily 
agreed to the propofal, and took the 
firft opportunity of fhewing a proper 
regard to his engagement. 

At the battle of Dettingen, Dr. 
Pringle was in a coach with Lord Car- 
teret during the whole time of the en- 
gagement, and the fituation they were 
oye in was dangerous. ‘They had 

een taken at unawares, and were kept 
betwixt the fire of the line in front, 

a French battery on the left, and a 
wood full of huffars on the right. The 
coach was occafionally fhifted, to avoid 
being in the eye of the battery. 

Soon after this event, Dr. Pringle 
met with no {mall affliction in the re- 
tirement of his great friend, the Earl 
of Stair, from the army. He offered 
to refign with his noble patron: but 
was not permitted. He, therefore 
contented himfelf with teftifying his 
refpect and gratitude to his lordthip, 
by accompanying him forty miles. on 
his return to England; after which he 
took leave of him with the utmoft regret. 

But 
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But though Dr. Pringle was thus 
deprived of the immediate protection 
of a nobleman who knew ae efteemed 
his worth, his condu& in the duties 
of his ftation procured him effectual 
fupport. He attended the army in 
Flanders, through the campaign of 
1744, and fo powerfully recommended 
himfelf to the Duke of Cumberland, 
that, in the fpring following, on the 
11th of March, Fe had a commiffion 
from his Royal Highnefs, appointing 
him phyfician general to his Majefty’s 
forces in the Low Countries, and parts 
beyond the feas: and on the next day 
he received a fecond commiffion from 
the duke, by which he was conftituted 
phyfician to the royal hofpitals in the 
fame countries. On March ¢, he re- 
figned his profefforfhip, in confequence 
of thefe promotions. 

In 1745, he was with the army in 
Flanders, but was reealled from that 
country in the latter end of the year, 
to attend the forces which were to be 
fent againft the rebels in Scotland. At 
this time he had the honour of being 
chofen a Fellow of the Royal Society. 
The eleétion was on the 30th of Oc- 
tober, and the Society had reafon to 
be pleafed with the addition of fuch 
a member. 

Dr. Pringle, at the beginning of 
the year 1746, rag age 7, in his 
official capacity, the Duke of Cumber- 
land in his expedition agent the re- 
bels, and remained with the forces, 
after the battle of Culloden, till their 
return to England, in the middle of 
Auguft. Wedo not find that he was 
in ‘Flanders during any part of that 
year. In 1747 and 1748, he again 
attended the army abroad; and in the 
autumn of 1748, he embarked with 
the forces for England, upon the con- 
clufion of the treaty of Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle. From that time he principally 
refided in London, where, from his 
known {kill and experience, and the 
reputation he had acquired, he might 
reafonably expect to fucceed as a phy- 
fician. 

- In the month of April, 1749, Dr. 
Pringle was appointed phyfician jn or- 


dinary to his Royal Highnefs the Duke 


* London Mag, Vol. xviii. p. 240. 


of Cumberland*. In 1750, he pub- 
lifhed, im a ‘etter to Dr. Mead, “* Ob- 


fervations on the Jail or Hofpital Fe- 
ver.” ‘This piece, which paffed through 
two editions, and was occafioned by 
the jail-diftemper that broke out at 
that time in the city of London, was 
well received by the medical world, 
thou gh he himfelf afterwards confidered 
it as having been hattily written. Af- 
ter fupplying fome things that were 
omitted, and reétifying a few miftakes 
that were made in it, he included it 
in his grand work on the difeafes of 
the army, where it conftitutes the fe- 
venth chapter of the third part of that 
treatife, — 

It was in the fame year that Dr. 
Pringle began to communicate to the | 
Royal Society his famous ** Experi- 
ments upon Septic and Antifeptic Sub- 
ftances, with Remarks relating to 
their Ufe in the Theory of Medicine.” 
Thefe experiments, which comprehend- 
ed feveral papers, were read at differ- 
ent meetings of the Society; the firft 
in June, and the two next in the No- 
vember following: three more in the 
courfe of the year 1751; and the laft, 
in February, 1752. Only the three 
firft numbers were printed in the Phi- 
lofophical Tranfactions, as Dr. Pringle 
had fubjoined the whole, by way of 
appendix, to his ** Obfervations on 
the Difeafes of the Army.” 

The experiments upon Septic and 
Antifeptic Subftances, which co ac 
companied every fubfequent edition of 
the treatife juft mentioned, procured 
for our ingenious phyfician the honour 
of Sir Godfrey Copley’s gold medal, 
Befides this, they gained hima high 
and juft reputation, as an experimental 
philofopher, 

In February, 1753, he prefented to 
the Royal Society an ‘* Account of 
feveral Perfons feifed with the Gaol 
Fever by working in Newgate, and of 
the Manner by which the Infeétion 
was communicated to one entire Fa- 
mily.” ‘This is a very curious paper; 
and it was deemed of fuch importance 
by the excellent Dr. Stephen Hales, 
that he requefted the author’s permif- 
fion to have it publifhed, for the 
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common good of the kingdom, in the 
Gentleman’s Magazine ; where it was 
accordingly printed, previoully to its 
appearance in the ‘Tranfactions*. Dr. 
Pringle’s next communication was, 
es A remarkable Cafe of Fragility, 
Flexibility, and Diffolution of the 
Bonest.” In the forty-ninth volume 
of the Tranfaftions, we meet with ac- 
counts which he had given of an earth- 
quake felt at Pruffels; of another at 
Glafgow and Dunbartcen{; and of the 
agitation of the waters, on the 1ft of 
November, 1756, in Scotland and at 
Hamburgh§. ‘The fiftieth volume con- 
tains Obfervations, by him, on the 
Cafe of Lord Walpole, of Woolterton ; 
and a Relation of the Virtues of Soap, 
in diffolving the Stone, as experienced 
by the Reverend Mr. Matthew Sim- 
fon||. The next volume is enriched 
with two of the Doétor’s articles, of 
confiderable length, as well as value. 
In the firft, he hath colleéted, digefted, 
and related the different accounts that 
had been given of a very extraordinary 
fiery metecr, which appeared cn Sun- 
day the 26th of November, 1758, be- 
tween eight and nine at night; ; and, 
in the fecond, he hath made a vin 
of remarks upon the whole, wherein 
is difplayed no {mall degree of philo- 
fophical fagacity {. It would be te- 
dious to mention the various papers, 
which, both before and after he became 
Prefident of the Royal Society, were 
tranfinitted through his hands. 

Befides his communications in the 
Philofophical Tranfactions, he wrote, 
in the Edinburgh Medical Effavs, vo- 
Jume the fifth, an Account of the Suc- 
cefs of the Vitrum ceratum Antimonii. 

On the 14th of April, 1752, Dr. 
Pringle married Charlotte, the fecond 
daughter of Dr. Oliver, an eminent 
shyfician at Bath, and who had long 
he at the hezd of his prefeffion in 
that city. ‘This connexion did not 
lat long; the lady dyi ing in the ipace 
of a few years. 

Nearly about the time of his mar- 
rage, )r. Pringle gave to the public 
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the fir edition of his ** Chfervations 
on the Difeafes of the Army.” It was 
reprinted, in the year following, with 
fome additions. To the third edition, 

which was greatly improved from the 
further experience the author had gain- 
ed by attending the camps, for three 
feafons, in England, an Appendix was 
annexed, in anfwer to fome remarks 
that Profeffor De Haen, of Vienna, 
and M. Gaber, of Turin, had made 
on the work. ‘The like attention was 
paid to the improvement of the trea- 
tife, in every fubfequent edition. 

The work is divided into three parts; 
the firft of which, being principally 
hiftorical, may be read with pleafure 
by every gentleman. The fatter parts 
lie more within the province of phyfi- 
cians. [hey alone are the beft judges 
of the merit of the performance; and 
to its merit the moft decifive and am- 

le teftimonies have been given. It 

hath gone through feven editions at 
home; and, abroad, it has been tran- 
flated into tthe French, the German, 
and the SJtaiian languages. Scarcely 
any medical writer hath mentioned it, 
without fome tribute of applaufe. 
Ludwig, in the fecond volume of his 
* Commentarit de Rebus i Scientia Na- 
tuvali et Medicina gefits,”” {peaks of it 
highly; and gives an account of it, 
which comprehends fi fixteen pages. The 
celebrated and eminent Baron Van 
Haller, in his Bibliotheca Anatomi- 
ca**, with a particular reference to the 
treatife we are fpeaking of, {tiles the 
author ‘** Vir Unfiris —de omnibus bonis 
avtibus bene meviius.” 

It is allowed to be a claffical book 
in the phyfical line; and that it hath 
placed the writer of it ina rank with 
the famous Sydenham. Like Syden- 
ham, too, he hath become eminent, 
not by the quantity, but the value of 
his productions ; and hath afforded a 
happy inftance of the great and de- 
ferved fame which may fometimes 
arife from a fingle performance. 

The re putation that Dr. Pringle 
gained by his ** Obfervations on the 
Difeates 
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Pifeafes of the Army,” was not of a 


kind which is ever likely to diminifh. 

‘The utility of it, however, was of 
ftill greater importance than its repu- 
tation. From the time that he was 
appointed a phyfician to the army, it 
feems to have been his grand object 
to leffen, as far as lay in his power, 
the calamities of war: nor was he with- 
out confiderable fuccefs in his noble 
and benevolent defign. 

The benefits which may be derived 
from our author’s Obfervations on the 
Difeafes of the Army are not folely 
confined to gentlemen of the medical 
profeflion. General Melville, a gen- 
tleman who unites with his military 
abilities the fpirit of philofophy, and 
the fpirit of humanity, was enabled, 
when governor of the Neutral Iflands, 
to be fingularly ufeful, in confequence 
of the inttru¢tions he had received from 
Dr. Pringle’s book, and from perfonal 
converfation with him. By taking 
care to have his men always lodged in 
large, open, and airy apartments, and 
by never Jetting his forces remain long 


‘enough in fwampy places to be in- 


jured by the noxious air of fuch places, 
the general was the happy inftrument 
of faving the lives of feven hundred 
foldiers. : 
In 1753, Dr. Pringle was chofen 
one of the council of the Royal So- 
ciety. Though he had not for fome 
vears been called abroad, he {till held 
his place of phyfician to the army; 
and, in the war that began in 1755, 
attended the camps in England du- 
ring three feafons. ‘This enabled him, 
from further experience, to correct 
fome of his former obfervations, and 
to give additional perfection to the 
third edition of his great work. In 
1758, he entirely quitted the fervice 
of the army; and being now deter- 
mined to fix wholly in London, he 
was admitted a licentiate of the Col- 
leze of Phyficians, on the sth of July 
in the fame year. The reafon why 
this matter was fo long delayed might 
probably be, his not having hitherto 
tome to a final refolution with regard 
to his fettlement in the metropolis. 
After the acceffion of Kinz George 
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the Third to the throne of Great- 
Britain, Dr. Pringle was appointed, 
in 1761, phyfician to the Queen’s 
houfehold; and this honour was fuc- 
ceeded, by his being conftituted, in 
v3: phyfician extraordinary to her 

ajefty. On the 12th of April, in 
the fame year, he had been dislané 
member of the Academy of Sciences 
at Haarlem; and, on the 25th of June 
following, he was eleéted a Fellow of 
the Royal College of Phyficians, Lon- 
don. In the fucceeding November, 
he was returned on the ballot, a fe- 
cond time, one of the council of the 
Royal Society; and, in 1764, on the 
deceafe of Dr. Wollafton, he was made 
phyfician in ordinary to the Queen. 
On the 13th of February, 1766, he 
was elected a foreign member, in the 
phyfical line*, of the Royal Society of 
Sciences at Goettingen; and, on the 
sth of June in that year, his’ Majefty 
was gracioufly pleafed to teftify his . 
fenfe of Dr. Pringle’s abilities and 
merit, by raifing him to the dignity of 
a baronet of Great-Britain. 

On the 18th of July, 1768, Sir 
John Pringle was appointed. phyfician 
in ordinary to her late Royal High- 
nefs the Princefs Dowager of Wales; 
to which office a falary was annexed 
of one hundred pounds a-year. In 
1770, he was chofen, a third time, 
into the council of the Royal Society; 
as he was, likewife, a fourth time, for 
the year 1772. Upon the 3oth of No- 
vember, in that year, in confequence 
of the death of James Weit, Efquire, 
he was elected prefident of that il- 
luftrious and learned body. His elec- 
tion to this high ftation, though he 
had fo refpectable a chara¢ter as the 
late Sir James Porter for his oppo- 
nent, was carried by a very confidera- 
ble majority. ‘This was undoubted! 
the higheft honour that Sir John Prin- 
gle ever received; an honour with 
which his other literary diftin&tions 
could not be compared. 

It was at a very aufpicious time that 
Sir John Pringle was called upon to 

refide over the Royal Society. A 
wonderful ardour for philofophical 
fcience, and for the advancement of 
natural 
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natural knowledge, had of late years 
difplayed itfelf through Europe, and 
had appeared with particular advantage 
in our own country. He endeavoured 
to cherifh it by all the methods that 
were in his power; and he happily 
firuck upon a new way to diftinction 
and afefulnefs, by the difcourfes which 
were delivered by him on the annual 
aflignment of Sir Godfrey Copley’s 
medal. 

‘This gentleman had originally be- 
queathed five guineas, to be given, at 
each anniverfary meeting of the Royal 
Society, by the determination of the 
Prefident and Council, to the perfon 
who had been the author of the beft: 
paper of Experimental Obfervations 
for the year paft. In procefs of time, 
this. pecuniary . reward, which could 
never be an important confideration to 
a man of an enlarged and philofophical 
mind, however narrow his circumftances 
might be, was changed into the more 
liberal form of a gold medal; in which 
form it is become a truly honourable 
mark of diftin¢tion, and a juft and 
laudable object of ambition. It was, 
no doubt, always ufual with the Pre- 
fident, on the delivery of the medal, 
to pay fome compliment to the gen- 
tleman on whom it was beftowed; but 
the cuftom of making a fet fpeech on 
the occafion, and of entering into the 
hiftory of that part of philofophy to 
which the experiments related, was 
firft introduced by Mr. Martin Folkes. 
‘The difcourfes, however, which he 
and his fucceffors delivered were very 
fhort, and were only inferted in the 
minute books of the Society. None 
of them had ever been printed before 
Sir John Pringle was raifed to the 
chair. ‘The firit fpeech that was made 
by him being much more elaborate and 
extended than ufual, the publication 
of it was defired; and with this re- 
queft it is faid he was the more ready 
to comply, as an abfurd account of 
what he had delivered had appeared in 
a new{paper. 

Sir John Pringle was very happy in 
the fubject of his primary difcourfe. 
The difcoveries in magnetifm and 
electricity had been fucceeded by the 
¢nguiries into the various fpecies of 

i 





April 
air. In thefe enquiries, Dr. Prieftley, 
who had already greatly diftinguithed 
himfelf by his electrical experiments, 
and his other philofophical purfuits 
and labours, took the principal lead. 
A Paper of his, entitled ‘* Obfervations 
on different Kinds of Air,” having 
been read before the Society in March 
1772, was adjudged to be deferving of 
the gold medal; and Sir John Pringle 
embraced with pleafure the occafion of 
celebrating the important communica- 
tions of his friend, and of relating, 
with accuracy and fidelity, what had 
previoufly been difcovered upon the 
fubjeét. At the clofe of the fpeech, 
he earneftly requefted Dr. Prieftley to 
continue his liberal and valuable en- 
quiries; and we need not fay how 
eminently he hath fulfilled this requeft, 
The aftonifhing difcoveries he hath 
fince made, and is ftill making, have 
fet his name far above all praife. 

It was not, we believe, intended, 
when Sir John Pringle’s firft fpeech was 
printed, that the example fhould be 
followed: but the fecond difcourfe was 
fo well received by the Royal Society, 
that the publication of it was unani- 
moufly requefted. Both the difcourfe 
itfelf, and the fubjeét on which it was 
delivered, merited fuch a diftinétion. 
The compofition of the fecond fpeech 
is evidently fuperior to that of the 
former one; Sir John having probably 
been animated by the favourable re- 
sr of his firft effort. His account 
of the torpedo, and of Mr. Walfth’s 
ingenious and admirable experiments 
relative to the ele¢trical properties of 
that extraordinary fifh, is fingularly 
curious. ‘The whole difcourfe abounds 
with ancient and modern learning, 
and exhibits Sir John Pringle’s know- 
ledge in Natural Hiftory, as well as in 
medicine, to great advantage. 

The third time that he was called 
upon to  difplay his abilities at the 
delivery of Sit Godfrey’s medal was 
on an eminently beautiful and import- 
ant occafion. This was no lefs than 
Mr. (now Dr.) Mafkelyne’s fuccefsful 
attempt completely to eftablifh Sir 
Ifaac Mla: fyftem of the univerfe, 
by his ‘* Obfervations made on the 
Mountain Schehallien, for finding its 
Attraction.” 





= * Me be ee ee Dl 


















‘ 


1784+ 
Attraétion.” Sir John Pringle laid 
hold of this opportunity to give a per- 
{picuous and accurate relation of the 
feveral hypothefes of the ancients, 
with regard to the revolutions of the 
heavenly bodies, and of the noble dif- 
coveries with which Copernicus en- 
riched the aftronomical world. He 
then traces the progrefs of the grand 
principle of gravitation down to Sir 
{faac’s illuftrious confirmation of it; 
to which he adds a concife narrative 
of Meffrs. Bouguer’s and Condamine’s 
experiment at Chimboraco, and of Mr. 
Mafkelyne’s at Schehallien. If any 
doubts ftill remained, with refpe¢ct to 
the. truth of the Newtonian fyftem, 
they were now totally removed. 

Sir John Pringle had reafon to be 

uliarly fatisfied with the fubject of 
ris fourth difcourfe; that fubject be- 
ing perfectly congenial to his difpo- 
fition and ftudies. His own life had 
been much employed in pointing out 
the means which tended not only to 
cure, but to prevent, the difeafes of 
mankind; and it is probable, from his 
intimate friendfhip with Capt. Cook, 
that he might fuggeft to that fagacious 
commander fome of the rules which he 
followed, in order to preferve the 
health of the crew of his Majefty’s 
fhip the Refolution, during her voyage 
round the world. Whether this was 
the cafe, or whether the method pur- 
fued by the captain to attain fo btu. 
tary an end was the refult alone of 
his own reflections, the fuccefs of it 


was aftonifhing; and this famous voy- - 


ager feemed well entitled to every ho- 
nour which could be beftowed. ‘To 
him the Society affigned their gold 
medal, but he was not prefent to re- 
ceive the honour. He was gone out 
upon the voyage from which he never 
returned. In this laft voyage he con- 
tinued equally fuccefsful in maintain- 
ing the health of his men. 

Sir John Pringle, in his next annual 
differtation, had an opportunity of 
difplaying his knowledge in a way in 
which it had not hitherto appeared. 
The difcourfe took its rife from the 
= medal’s being adjudged to Mr. 
Mudge, then an eminent furgeon at 
Plymouth, upon account of his valua- 





ble paper, containing dire@ions for 
making the beft compofition for the 
metals of reflecting telefcdpes, toge- 
ther with a defcription of the procefs 
for grinding, polifhing, and giving 
the great fpeculum the true parabolic 
form. Sir John hath accurately re- 
lated a variety of particulars, cencern- 
ing the invention of reflecting tele- 
{copes, the fubfequent improvements 
of thefe inftruments, and the ftate in 
which Mr. Mudge found them, when 
he firft fet about working them toa 
greater perfection, till he had truly 
realized the expectation of Sir Haat 
Newton, who, above an hundred years 
ago, prefaged that the public would 
one day poffefs a parabolic fpeculum, 
not accomplifhed by mathematical 
rules, but by mechanical devices. 

Sir John Pringle’s fixth difcourfe, to 
which he was led by the aflignment of 
the gold medal to Mr. (now Dy.) 
Hutton, on account of his curious 
paper, eftitled, ‘* The Force of Fired 
Gun-powder, and the initial velocity 
of Cannon-balls, determined by Ex- 
periments,” was on the theory of gun- 
nery. ‘Though Sir John had fo long 
attended the. army, this was probably 
a fubjet to which he had heretofore 
‘ye very little attention. Wecannot, 
aowever, help admiring with what per- 
fpicuity and judgment he hath ftated 
the progrefs that was made, from time 
to time, in the knowledge of projectiles, 
and the {cientific perfection to which 
his friend Mr. Hutton had carried this 
knowledge. As Sir John Pringle was 
not one of thofe who delighted in war, 
and in the fhedding of human blood, 
he was happy in being able to fhew 
that even the ftudy of artillery might 
be ufeful to mankind; and, therefore, 
this is a topic which he hath not for- 
gotten to mention. 

Here ended our author’s difcourfes 
upon the delivery of Sir Godfrey 
Copley’s medal. If he had continued 
to prefide in the chair of the Royal 
Society, he would, no doubt, have 
found other occafions of difpla¥ing his 
acquaintance with the hiftory of phi- 
lofophy. But the opportunities which 
he had of fignalizing himfelf in this 
refpect were important in themfelves, 
happily 
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happily varied, and fufficient to gain 
him a folid and lafting reputation. 

Several marks of literary diftin¢tion, 
as we have already feen, had been con- 
ferred upon Sir John Pringle, before 
he was raifed to the prefident’s chair. 
But after that event they were bé- 
ftowed upon him in great abundance: 
and, not again to refume the fubject, 
we fhall here collect them together. 

Previoufly, however, to thefe ho- 
nours (excepting his having been chofen 
2 Fellow of the Society of AnGouatien, 
London) he received the laft promotion 
that was given him in his medical ca- 
pacity ; which was, his being appointed, 
on the fourteenth of November 1774, 
phyfician extraordinary to his Majetty. 
fn the year.1776, he was enrolled in 
the lift of the members of no lefs than 
four learned bodies. 'Thefe were, the 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Madrid; 
the Society at Amfterdam, for the pro- 
motion of agriculture; the Royal Aca- 
demy of Medical Correfpondence at 
Paris; and the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences at St. Peterfburgh. The 
times of Sir John Pringle’s election into 
thefe eminent focieties, according to 
the order in which I have mentioned 
them, were on the twelfth of February, 
in the month of September, and on the 
twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth of 
December. 

On the fifth of July, 1779, Sir John 
Pringle was nominated, by his Serene 
Highnefs the Landgrave of Heffe, an 
honorary member of the Society of 
Antiquaries at Caffel. In 1778, he 
fucceeded the celebrated Linnzus, as 
one of the foreign members of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris. 
‘This honour is extended by that il- 
lutrious body only to eight perfons, 
on which account it is juitly efteemed 
2 moft eminent mark of diftinétion; 
and we believe there have been few or 
no inftances, wherein it hath been con- 
ferred on any other than men of great 
and acknowledged abilities and repu- 
tation. On the 1ith of Oétober, in 
the fame year, our author was chofen 
a member of the Medical Society at 
Hanav. In the fucceeding year, on 
the zgth of March, he was elected a 
foreign member of the Royal Academy 
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of Sciences and: Belles Lettres at Na- 
ples. The laft teftimony of refpeéc 
which was, in this way, beftowed upon 
Sir John Pringle, was his being ad- 
mitted, in 1781, into the number of 
the Fellows of the newly ereéted So- 
ciety of Antiquaries at Edinburgh. 
The particular defign of the Society 
is to inveftigate the hiftory and anti- 
quities of Scotland: and, from the 
known chara¢ters and literature of the 
entlemen who compofe it, there can 
little doubt but that the end they 
have in view will fuccefsfully be ac- 
complifhed. Of this there is the greater 
reafon to be confident, as I underftand, 
with pleafure, that the deftruction of 
the Scottifh records, by the cruel po- 
licy of King Edward the Firft, was 
not fo univerfal, or fo general, as hath 
commonly been fuppofed. 

It was ata late period of life, when 
Sir John Pringle was in the fixty-fixth 
year of his age, that he was chofen to 
be Prefident of the Royal Society. 
Confidering, therefore, the extreme 
attention that was paid by him to the 
various and important duties of his 
office, and the great pains he took in 
the preparation of his difcourfes, it 
was natural to expeét that the burthen 
of his honourable {tation fhould grow 


heavy upon him in a courfe of tiine.’ 


This burthen was increafed not only by 
the weight of years, but by the accident 
of a fall in the area in the back part of 
his houfe, from which he received 
confiderable hurt, and which, in is 
confequences, affected his health, and 
weakened his fpirits. Such being the 
ftate of his body and mind, he began 
to entertain thoughts of refigning the 
refident’s chair. It hath been {faid, 
F kewife, and believed, that he was 
much hurt by the difputes introduced 
into the Seciety, concerning the quef 
tion, whether pointed or blunted elec- 
trical condu€tors are the moft effica- 
cious in preferving buildings from the 
peice effects of lightning.  Per- 
iaps Sir John Pringle’s declining years, 
aad the general ftate of his health, will 
form fufficient reafons for his retigna- 
tion. His intention, however, was 
difagreeable ‘to many of his friends, 
and to many diftinguithed members af 
the 
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the Royal Society. Accordingly, they 
earneftly folicited him to continue in 
the chair; but, his refolution being 
fixed, he refigned it at the anniverfary . 


meeting in 1778. Jofeph Banks, Efq. 
(now Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart.) was 
unanimoufly eleéted prefident in his 
room; a gentleman in the prime and 
vigour of his life, who had eminently 
diftinguifhed himfelf by his acquaint- 
ance with natural hiftory; who had 
failed round the globe, and performed 
other voyages, in purfuit of that 
branch of fcience; who is preparing, at 
an immenfe expence and labour, the 
nobleft and moft fplendid botanical 
work which hath ever been prefented 
to the public; and who hath amply 
juftified the choice that was made of 
him, by his attention to every part of 
his duty, and his affiduous concern to 
promote the intereft and honour of the 
Society. 4 

Though Sir John Pringle quitted his 
particular relation to the Royal So- 
ciety, and did not attend its meetings 
fo conftantly as he had formerly done, 
Fe ftill retained his literary connexions 
in general. His houfe continued to 
be the refort of ingenious and philo- 
fophical men, whether of his own 
country, or from abroad; and he was 
frequent in his vifits to his friends. 
He was held in particular efteem by 
eminent and learned foreigners, none 
of whom came to England without 
waiting upon him, and paying him the 
greateit refpect. He treated them, in 
return, with diftinguifhed civility and 
regard. When a number of gentle- 
men met at his table, foreigners were 
ufually a part of the company. 

Sir John Pringle’s infirmities in- 
creafing, he hoped that he might re- 
ceive an advantage from an excurfion 
to Scotland, and {pending the fummer 
there; which he did in the year 1780, 
and principally at Edinburgh. He 
had probably then formed fome de- 
fign of fixing his refidence in that city. 
However this may have been, he was 
fo well pleafed,with a place to which 
he had been habituated in his younger 
days, and with the refpect fhewn him 
by his friends, that he purchafed a 
houfe there, whither he intended to 
«.Lonp, Mac. April 1784. 
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return in the following fpring. When 
he came back to London, in the au- 
tumn of the year above-mentioned, he 
fet about preparing to put his fcheme 
in execution. Accordingly, having 
firft difpofed of the greateft part of his 
library, he fold his houfe in Pall-Mall, 
in April, 1781, and fome few days 
after removed to Edinburgh. In this 
city he was treated, by perfons of all 
ranks, with every te of diftinétion. 
But Edinburgh was not now to him , 
what it had been in early life. ‘The 
vivacity of f{pirits, which, in the days 
of youth, fpreads fuch a charm on the 
objects that furround us, was fled. 
Many, if not moft, of Sir John Prin- 
gle’s old friends and contemporaries 
were dead; and, though fome of them 
remained, they could not meet toge- 
ther with the fame ftrength of coniti- 
tution, the fame ardour oi purfuit, the 
fame animation of hope, which they 
had formerly poffeffed. The younger 
men of éminence paid him the fincerelt: 
teftimonies of efteem and regard; but 
it was too late in life for him to form 
new habits of clofe and intimate friend- 
fhip. He found, likewife, the air of 
Edinburgh too fharp and cold for his 
frame, which had long been peculiar- 
ly fenfible to the feverities of weather. 
Thefe evils were exaggerated by his 
increafing infirmities, and, perhaps, by 
that reftleffnefs of mind, which, in 
the midft of bodily complaints, is ftill 
hoping to derive fome” benefit from a 
change of place. He determined, 
therefore, to return once more to Lon- 
don, where he arrived in the begin- 
ning of September. / 
Before Sir John Pringle entirely 
uitted Edinburgh, he requefted his 
friend, Dr. John, Hope, to prefent ten 
volumes, folio, of medical and phyfi- 
cal obfervations, in manufcript, to 
the Royal College cf Phyficians in that 
city. This benefa¢tion was conferred 
on two conditions; firft, that the ob- 
fervations fhould not be publithed ; 
and fecondly, that they fhould not be 
lent out of the library on any pretence 
whatever. A meeting of the college 
being fummoned upon the occaficn, 
Sir John’s donation was accepted with 
much gratitude; anda refolution pafled 
Pp te 
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to comply with the terms on which it 
was beftowed. He was, at the fame 
time, preparing two other volumes to 
be given to the univerfity, containing 
the formulas referred to in his anno- 
tations. 

Sir John Pringle, upon his arrival 
at the metropolis, found his fpirits 
fomewhat revived. He was: greatly 
pleafed with revifiting his London 
friends; and he was received by them 
_ with equal cordiality and affeétion. 
His Sunday evening converfations were 
honoured with the attendance of many 
refpeCiable men; and, on the other 
nights of the week, he had the plea- 
fure of fpending a couple of hours with 
his friends, at a fociety that had long 
been. eftablifhed, and which had met, 
for fome time paft, at Mr. Watfon’s, 
a grocer, in the Strand. Sir John’s 
connexion with this fociety, and his 
conftant attendance upon it, formed, 
to the laft, one of his principal enter- 
tainments. ‘The morning was chiefly 
employed by him in receiving and re- 
turning, the vifits of his various ac- 
quaintance; and he had frequently a 
{mall and feleét party to dine with him, 
at his apartments in King-ftreet, St. 
James’s-fquare. All this while, his 
ftrength declined witha rapidity which 
did not permit his friends to hope that 
his life would long be continued. On 
Mcnday evening, the 14th of January, 
1782, being with the fociety at Wat- 
fon’s, he was feifed with a fit, from 
which he never recovered. He was 
accompanied home by Dr. Saunders, 
for whom he had the higheft regard, 
and in whom he had, in every refpect, 
jufily placed the moft unreferved con- 
fidence. ‘The Doétor afterwards at- 
tended him with unwearied affiduity, 
but, to any medical, purpofe, entirely 
in vain; for he departed this life on 
the Friday following, being the 18th 
day of the month, in the feventy-fifth 
year of his age; and the account of his 
death was every where received, in a 
manner which fhewed the high fenfe 
that was entertained of his merit. On 
the 7th of: February, he was. interred 
in St. }ames’s charch, with great:fu- 
neral folemnity, and with a-very ho- 
nourable’ attendance. of eminent and 
“< + 
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refpectable friends. As a teftimony of 
regard to his memory, at the firft meet. 
ing of the College of Phyficians at 
Edinburgh after his deceafe all the 
members appeared in deep mourning. 

Sir John Pringle, by long prattice, 
had acquired a handfome fortune, 
which he difpofed of with great pru- 
dence and propriety. ‘The bulk of it, 
as might naturally and reafonably be 
expected, he bequeathed to his worthy 
nephew and heir, Sir James Pringle, 
of Stichel, Bart. whom he appointed 
his fole executor. But the whole was 
not immediately to come to Sir James; 
for a fum equal, I believe, to feven 
hundred pounds a-year was appropri- 
ated to annuities, revertible to that 
gentleman at the deceafe of the annui- 
tants. By this means, Sir John exhi- 
bited an important proof of his regard 
and affection for feveral of his valua< 
ble relations and friends. 

Sir John Pringle’s eminent charaéter 
as a practical phyfician, as well as a 
medical author, is fo well known, and 
fo univerfally acknowledged, that an 
enlargement upon it cannot be neceffa- 
ry. the exercife of his profeffion 
he was not rapacious; being ready, on 
various occafions, to give his advice 
without pecuniary views. 

‘The turn of Sic John Pringle’s mind 
led him chiefly to the love of fcience, 
which he built on the firm bafis of faét. 
With regard to philofophy in general, 
he was as averfe to theory, unfupported 
by experiments, as he was with refpect 
to medicine in particular. Lord Ba- 
con was his favourite author; and to 
the method of inveftigation recom- 
mended by that great man he iteadily 
adhered. Such being his intellectual 
charatter, it. will not be thought fur- 
prifing that he had a diflike to Plato, 
‘To metaphyfical difquifitions he loft 
all regard in the latter part of his life; 
and, though fome of his moft valued 
friends had engaged in difcuffions of 
this kind, with very different views of 
things, he did not choofe to revert to 
the itudies of his youth, but contented 
himfeif with the opinions he had then 
formed. me 

I fhall not conceal from my readers, 
that Sir John Pringle had not much 
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fondnefs for poetry. He had noteven 
any diftinguithed relifh for the immor- 
tal Shakfpeare: at leait, he feemed too 
highly a fenfible of the defeéts of that 
iliuftrious bard, to give him the pro- 

r degree of eftimation. | 

Sit John Pringle had not, in his 
youth, been neglectful of philological 
enquiries; and, after having omitted 
them fora time, he returned to them 
again; fo far, at leaft, as to endeavour 
to obtain a more exact knowledge of 
the Greek tongue, probably with a 
view to a better ~uldilendinn of the 
New Teftament. He paid a great at- 
tention to the French language; and 
it is faid that he was fond of Vol- 
taire’s critical writings. How far this 
might contribute to the honour of Sir 
John’s tafte we thall not decide. How- 
ever juft that eminent Frenchman’s ob- 
fervations may have been on fome fub- 
jects of criticifm, the truly ingenious 
and excellent Mrs. Montagu hath amply 
fhewn that he was abfolutely unequal 
to the tafk of determining concerning 
the merit of Shakfpeare. Among all 
John Pringle 
never forgot the ftudy of the Englifh 
language. ‘This he regarded as a mat- 
ter of fo much confequence, that he 
took uncommon pains with refpect to 
the ftyle of his compofitions; and it 
cannot be denied, that he excels in per- 
fpicuity, correctnefs, and propriety of 
exprefiion. 

Though our author was not fond of 
oetry, there was a fifler art for which 
he had a great affection, and that was 
mufic. Of this art he was not merely 
an admirer, but became fo far a prac- 
titioner in it, as to be a performer on 
the violoncello, at a weekly concert, 
given by a fociety of gentlemen at 
Edinburgh. 

Befides a clofe application to medi- 
cal and philofophical fcience, Sir John 
Pringle, during the latter part of his 
life, devoted much time to the ftudy 
of divinity. ‘This was with him a 
‘very favourite and interefting object. 
He correfponded frequently with Mi- 
chaelis on theological fubje¢ts; and 
that celebrated profeffor addreffed to 
him. fome letters on Daniel’s prophecy 
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of the feventy weeks, which Sir John 
thought worthy of being publifhed in 
this country. Accordingly, he was at 
confiderable pains, and fome expence, 
in the publication, which appeared, in 
1773, under the following titie: ‘* Jo- 
annis Davidis Michaelis, Prof. Ordin. 
Philof. et Soc. Reg. Scient. Goettin- 
genfis College, Epiftole, de LXX 
Hebdomadibus Danielis, ad D. Joan- 
nem Pringle, Baronettum: primo pri- 
vatim mifla, nunc vero utriufque con- 
fenfu publice edite.” 8vo*. 

Sir John Pringle was likewife a di- 
ligent and frequent reader of fermons; 
which form fo valuable a part of Eng-.- 
lifh literature. ‘ 

If, from the intellectual, we pafs on 
to the moral charatter of Sir John Prin- 
gle, we fhall find that the ruling fea- 
ture of it was integrity. By this prin- 

ciple he was uniformly actuated in the 
es of his behaviour. All his ac- 
quaintance will with one voice agree, 
that there never was an honefter man. 
He was equally diftinguifhed for his 
fobriety. He told Mr. James Bofwell, 
that he had never in his life been in- 
toxicated with liquor; which muft be 
allowed to have been a very laudable 
roof of the circumfpection maintained 
y him, in the variety of company that 
he had kept, both at home and abroad. 

In his friendfhips, Sir John Pringle 
was ardent and fteady. * The intima- 
cies which were formed by him, in the 
early part of his life, at Edinburgh, 
continued-unbroken to the deceafe of 
the gentlemen with whom they were 
made; and were kept up by a regular 
correfpondence, and by all the good 
offices that lay in his power. 

With relation to Sir John Pringle’s 
external manner of deportment, he paid 
a very refpeciful attention to thofe who 
were. honoured with his friendfhip and 
efteem, and to fuch ftrangers as came 
to him well recommended. Foreign- 
ers, in particular, had great reafon to 
be fatisfied with the uncommon pains 
which he took to fhew them every 

mark of civility and regard. He had, 
howerer, at times, fomewhat of a dry- 
nefs and referve in his behaviour, 
which had the appearance of coldnefs ; 
Pp2 and 


* Nichols’s Biographical and Literary Anecdotes of William Bowyer, p. 446, 447. Ibid. p- 601. 
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and this was the cafe, when he was 
not perfectly pleafed with the ‘perfons 
who were introduced to him, or who 
happened to be in his company. His 
fenfe of integrity and dignity would 
net permit him to adopt that ialfe and 
fuperficial politenefs, which treats all 
men alike, though ever fo different in 
point of real eflimation and merit, with 
the fame fhew of cordiality and kind- 
nefs, He was above affuming the pro- 
feffions, without the reality of refpec, 
Dr. Johnfon, in his lite of Pope, has 
recorded of that poet, that when he 
wanted to fleep, he ** noddedincom- 
ny; and that he once flumbered:at 
es own table, while the Prince of 
Wales was talking of poetry. Sir John 
Pringle had this infirmity, efpecially 
in the latter part of his life. Nor is 
it furprifing, when we confider that he 
had for many years been fo remarkably 
troubled for want of reft, that there 
was fcarcely a fingle night, in which 
he did not lie awake for feveral hours. 
On the religious character of Sir 
John Pringle it will be neceflary more 
articularly to enlaxge;. becaufe, fuch 
is the temper of the prefent age, that 
what is the preatett glory of any man 
is often imputed to him as a wezkneis, 
The principles of piety and virtue, 
which were carly inftilled into our 
author bya flri€t education, do not 
appear ever to have loft their influence 
upon the general conduct of his life. 
Neverthelefs, when he travelled abroad 
in the world, his belief of the Chriftian 
Revelation was fo far unfettled, that 
he became a fceptic with regard to it, 
if not a profeffed deift. But it was not 
in the difpofition of Sir john Pringle 
to reft fattsfied in his doubts and dif- 
ficulties, with refpe@t to a matter of 
fuch high importance. He was too 
great a lover of truth, not to make 
re’ gion the object of hisferious enquiry. 
As he fcorned to be an implicit be- 
liever, he was equally averfe to the 
being an implicit unbeliever; which 
is the cafe of large numbers, who reject 
Chriftianity with as little knowledge, 
and as little examination, as the moft 
determined bigots embrace the abfurdeit 
fyftem that ever was invented. ‘The 
rcfult of his inveftigation was, afull con- 
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viétion of the divine original and au- 
thority of the Gofpel. The evidence 
of Kevelation appeared to him to be 
folid and invincible; and the nature of 
it to be fuch as demanded his warmett 
acceptance. 

Sir John Pringle’s literary and other 
connections were fo very numerous, 
that we cannot pretend to enumerate 
them. Of his acquaintance in England 
it would not be eafy to givea cetail. 
If fuch a detail were attempted, it 
would include a large number of the 
moft worthy and eminent charaéters; 
of all profeilions. His ‘converfation 
was not confined to medical ventiemen, 
though his intercourfe with them was 
very great, but extended to many perfons 
of rank and confequence, as weil as merit. 

It would be impodtble for us td do 
full juitice to Sir john Pringle’s con- 
nections with foreigners: ‘i here were 
no perfons who vifited !ngland, il they 
had any tafte for philofophical {cience, 
that were not recommended to him, 
and did not cultivate itis acquaintance. 
Befides this, he correfponded with 
many eminent phiiofophers and phy- 
ficians, whom he had never feen. 

Such having been the character and 
eminence of Sir john Pringle, it was 
highly proper that his name fhould be 
recorded among the worthies of Weit- 
miniter-Abbey. Accordingly, under 
the direction, and zt the expence of 
his nephew and heir, a2 monument has 
been erected, of which Mr. Nollekens is 
the fculptor, and on which an Englith 
infcripticn appears. 

if it had veen determined to have had 
a Jatin infcription, there was one, 
written by a gentleman of the firft claf- 
fical knowledge and taile, which would 
undoubtedly have had the preference, 
We fhall infert it; and with pleafure 
conclude this account of Sir john 
Pringle with fo elegant and honourable 
a teftimony to his memory. 


M. S. 
Viri egregii JONANNIS PRINGLE Baronetti; 
~ Quem exercitus Britannicus, 
Ceitiilima Walliz Principetfa, 
Regina fereniffima, 
Ipfius denique Regis Majeftas, 
Medicum ifibi comprobavit * 
Experientitlimum, fagacem, ftrenuum: 
Quem, ftudiis academicis florentem, 
Edinburgenfes 
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Edinburgenfes olim fui 
In cathedra difcipline ethice dicata 
Adhuc juvenem collocarunt: 
Quem pottea, #tate ac fcientia provectum, 
Primum perhonoritico ornavit premio, _ 
Deinde ad fummam apud fe dignitatem evexit 
Societas Regia Londinenfis. 
Qvalis fuerit medendi artifex, 
Quali rerum comprehenfione praeditus, 
Materiem fuam multiplicem 
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Quam fcienter explicuerit et illuftraverit, 
Scripta Viri doétiffimi teftentur 
Per Europam omnem diffeminata, 
Nec foris minus quam domi nota. 
Qua autem fide et integritate fuerit, 
Quam veil ienax et inimicus fraudi, 
Quam conftans Supremi Numinis cultor, 
li, quibuieum vixit, 
‘Teftes funto. 
Exceffit e vita, &c. 
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THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 


MEMOIRS OF JEREMIAH MILLES, D.D. 
DEAN OF EXETER, AND PRESIDENT OF THE SQCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES. 


Mr. Epiror, 


F you think the following fhort memoirs of the late Dean Milles worthy 
infertion, I fhall be happy to fee them in your entertaining and refpettable 


mifcellany. 


Iam, Sir, your conftant reader, O. 


MEMOIRS OF DEAN MILLES. 


EAN MILLES was born about 

the year 1713. He was the fon 
of Jeremiah Miiles, fellow and tutor 
of Baliol College, Oxford*, and was 
educated as an Oppidan, at Eton. 
After he had left fchool he was ad- 
mitted a gentleman commoner at 
Corpus Chrifti College, Oxford, and 
took his degree as Mafter of Arts in 
1735; and became Bachelor and Do¢tor 
of Divinity in 1747, when he went 
out grand compounder. 

His uncle Thomas, who was Bifhop 
of Waterford and Lifmore, collated 
him to a prebend in the cathedral of 
Waterford, and to a living near that 
city. He preferred, however, refiding 
in England, and foon left Ireland. 
Not long after he married a daughter 
of Archbifhop Potter. ‘The firft pre- 
ferment which he enjoyed in England 
was the rectory of Dittifham, in De- 
vonihire. Soon after, his father-in-law 
collated him to the rectory of Saltwood, 
with Hythe, in Kent. ‘Thefe, how- 


ever, he ceded, when, by the fame 
intereft, he was prefented by the crown 
with the united reétories of St. Ed- 
mund,the King, and St. Nicholas 
Acon, in Lombard-ftreet, with that of 
Weftham in Surrey, and the finecure of 
Weft 'Terring in Suffex. 

He was firit chanter of the cathedral 
church of Exeter, and on the advance- 
ment of Dr. Littleton to the fee of 
Carlifle he was promoted to the 
deanery. ‘Thefe preferments he held 
to his death, except the finecure of 
Terring, which he refigned in favour 
of his fon. 

When he was elected into the Royal 
Society we know not, but in 1741 he 
became a member of the Antiquarian 
Society, to the prefidency of which he 
had the honour of fucceeding in 1765. 
Dr. Littleton was his predeceffor in 
this flation, as he had been a few years 
before in the deanery of Exeter. Dean 
Milles had long been in habits of clofe 
intimacy with Dr, Littleton, and per- 

formed 


* Jeremiah Milles, who was admitted at Baliol-College, 1697, was the fon of the Rev. Ifaac 


Milles, miniiter of High-Cleer, in Hampfhire. 
Loo, in Cornwall, in £705. 


He was prefented with the rectory of Dulumar- 


His broth@r Ifaac entered at Edmund-Hall in 1695, was chofen treafurer of Waterford in 1714, 


and of Lifmore cathedral in 1717. 


His brother Thomas was Greek profeffor at Oxford, and vice-principal of Edmund-Hall. He 
was raifed to the fee of Waterford and Lifmore in 1708. Hedied in 1740, and left a confiderable 
fortune to Dean Milles, whom he had educated. A copy of verfes by the Bifhop of Waterford is 
to be found in the congratulatory verfes of the univerfity of Oxford, on the acceflion of Queen Anne. 

His only fitter was married to Mr. Richard Pococke, fequeitrator of All-Saints, and mafter of 
the Free-fchool at Southampton. ‘The celebrated traveller, Dr. Pococke, who died Bifhop of Of 


fory and Meath, in 1765, was the iilue of this marriage. 
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formed the faft a&t of -friendfhip for 
him, as he died in his arms: 
Labentes oculos condit amica manus: 

Upon his affuming his new office, 
he compofed a fpeech, which is in- 
fertéd in the firft volume of the Ar- 
chezologia, which is enriched with 
feveral of his papers. 

In Vol. Il. are inferted his obferva- 
tions on the Aiftel, and an explanation 
of a Saxon infcription in Lunning 
church. 

Vol. I. Chfervations on an ancient 
Horn in the poffeffion of Lord Bruce. 

Vol. IV. Ona Seal Ring of Walter 
Stewart, in the poffeflion of Sir Richard 
Worfley, Bart. 

On the Apamean Medal. , 

Vol. V. On fome Roman Antiqui- 
ties found in the ‘Tower of London. 

Vol. VI. On fome Roman Penates 


~ found at Exeter. 


Vol. VIL. On aSeal of Richard Duke 
of Gloucefter, Lord High Admiral of 
England. 

On the Society’s removal into So- 
merfet-place, he addrefied them in a 
f{peech, which was publifhed feparately. 

In the month of Auguft 1748, Dr. 
Milles preached a fermon.at the anni- 
verfary meeting of the governors of the 
hofpital of Devon and Exeter. This 
difcourfe was publifhed, and has been 
celebrated as fenfible, ingenious, and 

ertinent. } 

Befides thefe works, he engaged, non 
pafibus equis, in the Chatterton con- 
teft, and publifhed the whole of the 
fuppofed Rowley’s. poems, with a 
gloffary. ‘The edition was pompous. 
But we muft lament the part which he 
took, though, at the fame time, we 
freely own that he was treated with 
too much afperity by his adverfaries. 
‘The archaiological epiftle will not foon 
be forgotten. ‘The Deans of Exeter, 
indeed, feem to have been truely unfor- 








tunate in their difputeson fubjects of 
antiquity. Dean Littleton was no more 
fuccefsful in his vindication of the 
Hales Owen Roll, againft Sir William 
Blackftone, than Dean Milles was in 
his defence of Chatterton, againit a 
legion of contemporary critics. 

His ample colle¢tions for a hiftory 
of Devon are recited in the Britith 
Topography of that county; but his 
remarks on the Danifh coinage, and on 
Doomfday Book, in the illuitration of 
which he was long engaged, have not 
yet appeared. It is to be expected and 
hoped thatthey will be publithed. 

His lady died June 11, 1761, and 
left him three fons and two daughters. 
The eldeft of thefe ladies diedin 1477; 
the other four furvived their father, 
who died in Harley-ftreet, on Februa 
the thirteenth, 1784, in the feventy-firit 
year of his age, and was interred in the 
church of St. Edmund the King, on 
the nineteenth, by the fide of his lady. 

Such are the few particulars which 
we have been able to glean of the life 
of Dean Milles, whofe memory will be 
fondly cherifhed by the lovers of virtue 
and the patrons of learning. In dif- 
charging the duties of his profeffion he 
was pious and regular, and he was 
juitly efteemed an ornament to every 
ftation into which his tafte and ac- 
complifhments raifed him, fo that at 
the fame time he preferved his own 
honour, and the approbation of the 
world, by his rational and judicious 
behaviour. Nor.was his rank in fo- 
ciety alone which procured him admi- 
ration and regard. As a father, a 
hufband, and friend he deferved an 
equal fhare of commendation. ‘The 
warmth and intrepidity of his heart, 
and the {weetnefs of his difpofition, 
merit remembrance as much as his 
great abilities and public conduét. 
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TRANSLATION FROM BUCHANAN’S 
JEPTHES., 
Scene L 


Storce, the mother, and Ipuis, her daughter. 

Sto. LAS! my breaft with dread unufual 
heaves, 

And to my mouth each fault’ring accent cleaves. 


a. oe 


Fear racks my foul; the nightly vifior glares, 

And fhakes my bofom with portentous cares. 

Foreboding dreams {till banith foft repofe, 

And goad my fancy with their menac’d woes. 

Yet, lofty Ruler of this glorious fphere, 

Let haughty foes fuch mournful omens fear. +. 
a 
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1784- 
‘Tro me be gracious, merciful, and mild, 
But moft I afk thy bleffings on my child, 
Who now alone can thefe my griefs afluage, 
The ftaff, the folace of my feeble age. 
‘Ipx. Nay, deareft mother, banith empty fear, 
Let happier fcenes your drooping fancy cheer: 
With tranquil heart thofe idle phantoms flight, 
Which fancy fports with, in the gloom of night, 
Sto. Oh! that I could! but images of ill 

Affiict my mind, my foul with horror chill. 

Oft as I recollect athwart my foul 

The ghaftly phantafies their terrors roll. 

When awlul filence late had chac’d the day, 

And nature, wrapt in balmy flumbers, lay, 

An herd of wolves in headlong courfe I faw, 

Foaming with fiery eyes and bloody maw, 

Approach the feeble, unrefifting flock, 

No fhepherd near to ftand th’ impetuous fhock ; 

Till foon a dog, their faithful guardian, role, 

And from the fheep-cote drove the rav’ning foes, 

Difpers’d them and return’d; then by the fold 

E’en from my breait, ah! dreadful to be told! 

A tender, trembling lamb, inhuman tore, 

And drench’d his greedy palate with the gore. 

Thou glorious fun! thou wand’ring lamp of night, 

Ye ftars that fhine with lefs illuftrious light! 

And thou, O night! the witnefs of my care, 

Whofe fable pinions awful vifions bear; 

If angry fates denounce fome grievous woe, 

And my fweet child afflicted feel the blow, 

May the dark prifon of the lonely grave 

Before that time this wretched being have; 

For doubtful hopes, alternate cares deform 

My breait, uncertain of th’ approaching ftorm. 
Irn. Why thus, dear mother, why your 

plaints recal, 

And-with your own augment the grief of all? 

Why harrafs thus ¥ mind? thefe ftrains forbear, 

Go, meet my father, and his triumph fhare. 

He (if with hope I err not) from afar 

Comes richly laden with the fpoils of war. 

Wealth, honour his; and more—his deathlefs 

name 

Shall crown his people with illuftrious fame. 
Sro. The cruel fates refufe me fuch repofe, 

My life from tears no pleafing refpite knows. 

In youth I felt a foe’s infulting threat, 

And faw my country caught in flav’ry’s net: 

Watte, rapine, bloodfhed, held ty:annic iway 

And ravag’d fields in wild confufion lay: 

Our herds and flocks were feiz’d, our oil and wine ; 

All human rites contounded with divine. 

Since breath I drew {till unremitting care 

Has held me ftruggling in her toilfome f{nare. 

As days on days in quick fuccetlion urges. 

Wave drives on wave, and fweiling furge ¥ furge: 

So new misfortunes grant me no relie}, 

Woe treads on woe, and grie! {till follows grief. 

In furious war my fire, my brother teil, 

And long my mother heard the deletul knell 

Of friends departing : now my fpoufe withftands 

The might of Ammon, and her perjur’d bands. 

Yetother cares my reitlels boiom ieale, 

Cares more alarming, weightier woes than thefe. 
lpn. Your anxious iears for ever hold in view 

Phantoms of terror, and your grief renew. 

. Sto. Oh! could I hear my jephtha and his 

bands 

Had reach’d in fafety their paternal lands, 

With ali our friends. 


* 
a 
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Irn. Nay, banith évery fear 
Believe me, mother, he will foon be here: 
For heav’n, that urg’d him to the right’ous war, 
Will deck with triumph his victorious car. 











oe 


VERSES ON MRS. SIDDONS. 


By Percivat SrocxpaLe. 


' 
Sy weep bright fubjeCt for a poet’s pagel 
Born to augment the glory of the ftage} 

Our foul of tragedy reftored I fee; 

A Garrick’s genius is renewed in thee. 

To give our nature all its glorious courfe ; 

With moral beauty, with refiftlefs force, 

To call forth all the paffions of the mind, 

The good, the brave, the vengeful, the refined; 
The figh, the thrill, the ftart, the angel’s tears 
Thy Ifabella is our Garrick’s Lear. 

’Tis not the beauties of thy form alone, 

Thy graceful motion, thy impaffioned tone; 
Thy charming attitudes, thy magic paufe, 
That fpeaks the eloquence of nature’s laws 

Not thefe have given thee high theatric fame, . 
Nor fired the mufe to celebrate thy name. 

When Tuomson’s Epithets, to nature true; 
Recall her brighteft glories to my view; : 
Whene’er his MiND-1LLUMINED afpectbrings 
The look that speaks UNUTTERABLS 

THINGS; ' 
In fancy, then, Tuy image I thall fee; 
Then, heavenly artift, I fhall think on thee! 
Whatever paflion animates thine eye; 
Thence, whether pity iteals, or terrours fly; 
Or heaven commands, to fix a verfe benign, 
With power miraculous thy face to fhine; ° 
Whatever feeling ’tis thy aim to move, 
Fear, vengeance, hate, benevolence, or love; 
Still do thy looks ufurp divine contréul, 
And on their obje¢ts rivet all the foul: 
Thy lightning far outftrips the poet’s race 3 
Even Orway’s numbers yield to SippoNs® 
face. 

Long after thou haft clofed the glowing fcene; 
Withdrawn thy killing, or tran{porting mien; 
Humanely hatt removed from mortal fight, 
THOSE EYES THAT SHED INSUFFERABLE 

LIGHT} ' 
Effects continue, rarely feen before ; 
The tumult of the paffions is not o’er; 
Imagined miferies we itill deplore: 
We fee a few (oh! England’s pride and fame! 
But ‘tis where Picq and Veftris have a name !) 
Who {till are clinging to the tale of woe, 
And give, without referve, their tears to flow; 
Scull thy ftrong pathos works the generous heart. 
Still, rtul we grieve, and cannot think it art. 

L’en yet diftrefs on meditation grows; 

E’en yet IJ feel all [fabella’s woes; 
The dreadful thoughts, raifed by the magic ring, 
With-all her agonies my bofom fting; 
I tee!, where Biron afcerraifs*his life, 
All the feyere amazement of the wite: 
When the, by torce,- from his remains is borne, 
Myfeit, by ruffians, from.myfelf am torne: 7 
Where the keen dagger gives her foul relief, 
Frees her from frenzy, and o’erwhelming grief; 
At vain compatlion, with-éer lateit breath, 
biaugh, aad Wiumph in fictitious death. a 
PSALM 
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PSALM CXIII. Paraphrafed. 
E faints and priefts, in grateful lays, 
‘ Proclaim your God’s immortal praife 
Exalt his fame with fongs fublime, 
In every land, in every clime: 
From where Aurora’s orient gleam, 
Peeps o’er the hills and gilds the ftream: 
‘To where the fun, at eve of day, 
Purples the fky with parting ray. 

rer all his mighty pow’r extends, 
Ev’n to the earth’s remoteit ends : 
Nor earth alone his pow’r confines, 
Above the heav’ns his glory fhines : 
Who then fhall plume himfelf, and dare 
His power with that of heaven compare : 
Who dwells, who reigns, all heights above, 
Yet condefcends, with grace and love, 
‘To view the fcenes of heaven and earth, 
‘Fo raife the man of humble birth, 
From low eltate, and line ob{cure, 
To dwell with kings in pomp fecure. 








Briftol, Mar. 5, 1784. TASSO. 
ELEGY. 
ENEATH the drooping ofier’s mournful 


fhade, 
While ¥ pure ftream with murmurs flow’d along; 
With fadden’d looks, in penfive poiture laid, 
_ The youthful Damon pour’d his plaintive fong. 


6¢ Sweet itream, roll on thy flow tranflucent wave, 
Ye finny race, ye now may play fecure, 

For here no more my weary limbs {hall lave, 
Or with infidious baits the fry allure. 


Farewell thou flow’ry bank and fhady grove: 
Farewell thou verdant mead and fertile dale! 
In thefe lov’d fcenes no more fhall Damon rove, 

Or tune his reed, or breathe his amorous tale. 
For Lucy’s falfe—ah! dear deceitful fair! 

Fool that l was, to truft a woman’s vows: 
How irail, how fickle, and how light they are, 

He who has lov’d like haplefs Damon, knows. 


Trees, ye can witnefs to my ardent flame, 
For Lucy oft you’ve heard my-heartielt fighs, 
On your fort barks I’ve carv’d my Lucy’s name, 
While pieafure feem’d to gliften in her eyes. 


Thefe fcenes her image to my fancy paint, 
And fad remembrance doubles a!i my pain: 

Groves, do ye liften to my fond complaint? 
Hills, do ye echo back the mourntul ftrain ? 


But, ah! in vain my forrows here I pour, 
In vain this folitary path purfue, 

Can you my Lucy fo thef¢ arms reftore, 
And foft affection in her breaft renew. 


But let me haften to fome friendly clime, 
And leave thee, Lucy, in another’s arms ; 
There fhall Oblivion act the part of time, 
And banifh e’en the mem ’ry of her chams.’’ 
C. M 





BURTON ALE, 
A SONG. 
N E’ER tell me of liquors from Spain or from 
France, [ dance, 
‘They may get in your heels, and infpire you to 
But the ale of old Burton, if mellow and tight, 
Will cherifs your hearts, and in{pire you to fight. 


yO. E-T RY. 





Aptil 
Your Claret and Rhenifh, and fine Calcavalla, 
Were never yet able to make a good fellow; 

But of ftout Burton ale, if you drink but enough, 
Will make you all jolly, and hearty, and tough. 


‘Then let meagré Frenchmen {till batten on wine, 
They ne’er will digeft a good Englith firloin; 
Parbleu! they may vapour and caper away, 
Butright Burton can make us both valiant and gay. 


Come here, then, ye mortals, who’re prone to 

defpair, [ fairs 
From trowns of Dame Fortune, or frowns of the 
Whate’er your diforder, three fps wil! prevail, 
Aad the beft panacea you'll tind Burton ale. 


Then Dfolly approach with your peacock and canny 
Not Juno herfelf brought move bletlings to man; 
With zip after mip all my forrows beguile, 

And my fortune and miftrefs hall prefently fmile. 








A PETITION, by a difaprointed LADY. 


INCE every joy of life is fed, 
And naught but grieis remain, 
Fain would I hide my wretched head, 
And end at once my pain. ~ 


But woe is me! that boon’s denied, 
And ftill 1 muft endure 

Pains, fuch as harrafs wounded pride, 
And death alone can cure. 


Oh! Nature move with uimbler fpeeds 
Say why is life fo long 

On earth {till mutt this bofom bleed ? 
Say is the wretch too young? 





Full well I know youth’s unprepar’d, 
To meet the final doom, 

Then be my pardon, Lord, declar’d 
Before thou cali’fit me home. 

My foul, opprefs’d by ceafelets fears, 
Now pants to be at reit: 

Death—thou’it no tyrant—dry thefe tears, 
And eale this throbbing breatt: 


Without thee, Father of the fkies, 
Not e’en a iparrow falls ; 

Oh _liiten to a wretch’s cries! 
A woe-worn fpirit calls. 


Then all my carthly foes fubdued, 
With rapturous joys above 
I’jI fing in hymns of gratitude 
Thy mercy and thy love. 
T. G. 





AD THOMAM BARRY, 
In Regia Academia apud Londinenfes, Pictorem. 


UI, in fua tertia tabella, 
Ritus, coronandi Viorem Olympicum, 
Summo ingenio, et venuftate, delincavit. 


Palma parum prodeft Vitori Elea, perennem 
Carmine ni reddat Pindarus ipfe fuo: 
Pindarus—eternas qui ne¢tit cuique coronas, 
Ter centum fignis dat potiufque decus. . 
Seu canit Aurigam, pugilemve, equitemve Poetay 
Seu, quem forte gravem ceeltum agitare juvate 
Hos—(utcunque canit, numeris ex lege folutis) 
Evehit ad ccelos hos Dithyrambus ovans. 
Immo 
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Immo Hiero, Siculs rex auguftifimus ore, 
(Fronde coronatum dum rota feitavehit:) 10 

Gaudia magnifici novit malefida triumphi, 
Aurea ni ftreperet, vate agitante, lyra. 

Tum victor ee ee ridenfque canoros, 


Quos edit pl combibit aure fonos. 
Tan:afuit merces, quamolim retulere merentes: 15 

Hinc vis ingenii, qua tuum honeftat opus. 
Hine, alter Raphael, tu fingere quodlibet audax, 

Thebani, formas, pondera daique, fonis *. 
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EPIGRAM. 


’LL make my fon a learned man, 
I Cries Farmer Oats, with fpirit; 
Mamma fays, do fo, deareft Jan, 

For he’s a lad of merit. 


A parfon fure ’tis Jan muft mean, 
A lawyer means his mother, 
But reafon fteppiag in between, 
Cries make him one nor t’other, 
: H. LEMOINE, 





SONNET 


From the Italian of Don Francifco de Quevedo 
Villegas, imitated in Englifh. 
HAT, Thyrfis, is the fount fo clear, : 
Where Phyllis us’2 her charms to view; 
And that the meadew whence her hair 
*” Its choiceft wreathes and flow'rets drew. 


And there, my Thyrfis, once we ftood, 
And gaz’d upon the fetting fun; 

And that, my T hyrfis, is the wood, 
Where, to conceal herfelf, the ran. 


On yonder mountain’s fhaggy fide, 
Her lovely hand in mine the join’d; 
And from that bed of violets blue, 
A chaplet. for my head fhe twin’d. ° 


‘To wood anddale, and fount, and field, 
And heaven’s difpofing care, 

Sincereft gratitude I yield, 
For fweets-fo rich and rare. 





EPIGRAM. 


‘ REAT men, .as difappointment tells, 
~ Are minifterial moons ; 
Their promifes but frujtlefs fpells, 
Addrefies Arr-BaLLoons, 
H, L. M. 





THE DISJOINTED WATCH; 
Ox, Truth rent afunder and divided, 


“a, “HERE liv’d once, in a certain town, 
. A man of worth and great renown; 


“He had a bleffed, faithful wife, 


A num’rous flue, and no ftrife. 
Call’d by affairs of weight abroad, 


He recommended n1s to God. 


The cafe-demanded quick difpatch, 
And he‘forgot, it feems, his WATCH. | 


‘His wife then hung it in a room, 


Where fometimes all the chi/dren come. 
Lonp. Mac. April 1784. 


POETRY. 


One day fhe fcaree had tur a’d her back, 
But all were eager for tick-tack : 
One of them took it off the hook, 
And at it a/? with wonder look. 
No toys could yet fuch pleafure bring 
As this confummate pretty thing. 
Its beats their lin’ning ears SURPRISES 
The moving hands engage their eyes ; 
They alfo with, yet fear, to touch 
What feems alive, and charms fo much, 
No joy before was half fo great, 
They thought it ev’ry way complete ; 
Till Tommy, a bold little knave, 
Muft needs fome higher pleafure have : 
This naughty, yent’rous WouLD-BE-WIszE | 
To fearch into the 1NSIDE tries; 
And, by his much fuperior wit, 

Did open, and contemplate it. 

They’d had before of joy the fill, 
But t x18 feem’d more tranfcendent ftill : 
The movement, and the balance quick, 
With golden glare, and louder tick, 
Thefe litle Vrx ruosos charm; 
And they therein fufpect no harm :— 
But who, that treads forbidden ground 
Can tell where he’!l at laft be found! +. 
For, fee! this over-curious boy 
Spoilt, by refinement, all their joy. 
Thought he, it muft increafe the wonder, 
Jf I could take the watch afunder!— 
And thus, with bold conceit, he drew 
Firlt one, then mere, lait ev’ry fcrew.— 
But what his gain?—Why, dropp'd to pieces, 
The pleafing ck and motion ceales ; 
Aad hard jt is to tell you here 
The mixture of furprife and fear; 
Whilft Tom, with all his {kill, in vain 
Attempts to join its parts again: 
Which, jumbl’d now, bear ftrong allufion 
To Batylonifh church-confufion. 

For dia!, hands, wheels, balance, {prings, 
Disjointed thus, are ufelefs things: 

Yet children in mere BawBLEs find 
Some fatisfaction to their mind. 

Thus then, as driving fancy whirls 

The giddy brains of boys and girls; 
Thefe, from this wreck, do fomething fnatch, 
And chrifien what they get the Watcu. 
Nor can they here be undeceiv’d, 

Firmly each par t’s the wHOLE believ’d; 
Whilft parts their Fe Low-PAR Ts reject, 
Though £acu has loft its true effect :— ! 
Nay, PARTS for pref’ rence blindly vie 
With furious animofity, 

Who would not wiih, in nick of time, 

Papa’s return from foreign clime ; 

For children, in this haplefs mood, 

The rar.rs endanger, tho’ {till good, 

. Well, he indeed doth foon. return, 

And hears the mifchief with concern :— 
Yet, thought he, *tis my darling fon, 
By whom the moft of it was done: 
The beit is, that with caution I 

Collect EACH PART immediately: 

By inexperienc’d children croft, 

To fret and fume is labour lott: 

Fain I’d each child forgive, and kif, 
When owning it has done amiis, 


Q4q Theo, 


* The original verizs, addreffed by Tafker to Mr. Barry, of which thefe Latin lines are 4 tran-- 


fi tion, my be found in a former Megazine. 
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Then, calling to him ev’ry'child, 
With mien and voice both ftern and mild, 
*¢ Children (fays he) what have you,done?— 
What lengths haft thou, my Tommy, run?— 
You fhould not, when I went away, 
Have dar’d with pappy’s watcly to play.— 
Bad this !—but when thus took to pieces, 
Far worfe!—’tis /poilt, the u/é now ceafes. 
Dream not, my dears, that what you f{natch, 
Each to himfelf, is pappy’s watch: 
Tenacious of your parts, in vain 
I hope to fee my watch again. 
One wheel no more can be a watchy 
Than any coat’s a fingle patch.— 
You've /poilt my watch; and, ever fince, 
Mere parts each party’s guilt evince: 
With furious zeal about them heated, 
And vieing thus, youallare cheated: , 
Nay, in cis ftate of your divifion, — 
What are you At 1 ?—My foes derifion. 

«« Beg then my pardon :—bring again — 
The dial, wheels, {prings, cafe, and chain:— 
Confefs your fault ;—do fo no more ;— 

And then I'll pafs this ravage o’er: 
Still will I be your pappy kind, 

And get thefe parts together join’d. 
Then need you no falfe whimfies hatch, 
That will indeed be parry’s WATCH: 


You'll hear again its ticking found, — 
And fee it point the hours around.’’ 

And they indeed confefs’d their fault; 
Their fpoil entire to pappy brought; 
And, when the watch was put together, 
Think you they’d toucu it with a feather? 


The Myftery of this Watch. 


‘Reader, without along refearch, 
Thou’It find this Watrcu to be the Cuurcn, 
Pillar and ground of truth ENTIRE; 
Which doth right taith and love infpire. 
And can’t you in thefe Cut tpreEn fee 
Beguiling Satan's fubtlety? 
Wherein, alas! e’en now abide 
All fe&ts which Chriftendem divide. 
We'll then, as in the Cuurcn’s youth, 
Refign vain whims for folid truth; 
Repent of ftolen, righteous pride, 
Believe in Jesus CRUCIFY’D; 
And then, in God’s beloved fon, 
Will au be found againin one: 
The world will alfo then relent, 
Believe the Father Fefus fent. 
Then too fhall Chritt’s prepared bride 
Scorn Satan’s wily, reas’ning pride; 
Be led alone by Jefus’ fpirit, 
And ever boaft his Cross’s merit. 


a er ca 





owe 





AS TRON'OM Y. 


EXTRACT OF TWO LETTERS FROM M. MESSIER, OF THE ROYAL ACADE. 
MY OF SCIENCES AT PARIS, TO M. DE MAGELLAN, OF THE SAME ACA. 


DEMY, AND F.R. S, 


My pear FRrienp, 


I Received your laft letter, and thank 
you much for the account you have 
done me the honour of tranfmitting to 
me of the diving machine of Mr. 
Spalding. The Grand Mafter of Malta 
has eftablifhed an obfervatory there, 
and I am happy that one of my friends, 
Monf. le Chevalier d’ Angos, a perfon of 
excellent parts, is chofen aftronomer. 
He is already fet off for Malta, and I 
am charged to fend him the neceffary 
inftruments. He has already many 
quadrants, but they are all of a very 
f{mall‘radius. “I have engaged to fend 
him one of three or four tect radius; 
and fhall advife him to get it made at 
London. I have already written to 
him on the fubjeét, and expeét his an- 
{wer. 

You fay that Mayer’s catalogue of 
zodiacal ftars is not to be procured in 
London: I have fought for it in vain 
amongit the bookfeliers here; but you 
may undoubtedly have it by writing 
to Germany. You will find the ftar 


Paris, Aug. 14th, 1 783. 
in queftion in the Connoiffance des temps 
for 1778, page 195, with 348° 0’ 20”,2 


_vight afceniion, and 6° 2’ 3!" fouth 


declination; by which it appears that 
the new planet was feen by Mayer in 
1756, win then took it for a fixed 
ftar; and that it muft be the fame with 
this planet is plain, as there is now no 
ftar in. that place; and by the moft 
exa¢t calculation the planet. was in that 
polition in 1756. We have fcen fome 
double ftars here, which are in the‘ca- 


talogue of Mr. Herfchell, with the ' 


excellent telefcope of the Prefident Sa- 
ron, ufing a magnifying power of 300 
times. In the Obfervatory Royal we 
have taken notice alfo of the diminu- 
tion of the light of Algol, and we are 
far from being {fatisfied with the fhort, 
and decided period you have given’ of 
it in Enetsed I have ‘made obferva- 
ticns on it, for my part,.as often as it 
has given me opportunity; but I have 
not been able to obferve its period with 
accuracy, on account of the vapours 

which 


- 


+> 





















17845 
which futround the horizon. It ap- 
péats to us, that in England you have 
determined its diminution and period 
when it was near the horizon*. 

The marine watch of the prefident 
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goes extremely well, as you will fee 
by the following -table, deduced from 
comparifons with my clock, at the ob- 
fervatory. ‘The prefident has come in 
perfon to compare itt. 

















Total gain or lois ; Gain ré lofs in 24 
ours. 
i From May 18, 1983, to May 2s, 7 days | +°8/5.3 | +12, 
From May ane to ion e days + 145 5 H.2 5/8 
_From June rit, to June 8, 7 days H:5-0 9.9 +o,!1 
From June 8th, to June 26, 18 days —0,7 — Oo ,04 
From June 26th, to July 5, g days —8,2 —92,9 
| From July. sth, to July 9, 4 days —1,3 —0O,3 
From July gth, to July 17, 8 days —t1I,1 —oO,!1 
From July 17th, to July 25, 8 days — 71,0 —0oO,9 
From jue 25th, to July 30, 5 days mB cf —1,65 
From July 3oth, to Auguft 6, 7days | —6,0 —2,9 
From Auguft 6th, to Auguft 13, 7days | — 6,0 nS a 
Dear Sir, Paris, Fan. 12th, 1784. 


I Received your letter of the 
26th of December, and am extremely 
concerned at the trouble I have 

= given you concerning the name of 
Horofball, which I begged you to find 
out, that I might complete the hiftory 


in the pocket all day, and hung up at, 
night, it was. found to: be exceeding 
regular; but, as you will obferve, the 
Prefident having been very curious in 
hanging ‘iit up for feven or eight days 
in his clofet, which is fithated towards 














DE. of the two comets obfervedin 1781. the north, without any fire, as there 
vA. My letter had been but juft di- is no fire-place in it, and the weather 
fpatched when I recollected that it was being very cold, the watch loft up- 
. the name of Mr. Herfchell mifpelt. I wards of five minutes: from whet 
mps obferved the comet that Mr. Pigott caufe it fhould wm was matter of 
"2 difeovered at York, the 19th of No- aftonifhment. The Prefident was much 
uth vember, until the 21ft of December, furprifed, and could only imagine that 
hat when I could not fee it any longer, it proceeded from the oil, ufed in’ the 
in on account of the faintnefs of its light. work, being rendered thick and-glu- 
xed You defired of me a further account of _ tinous by the cold, : 
‘ith the going of the marine watch of Mon- On the 3oth of December the cold 
no fieur the Prefident, which I fend you; here was 144 degrees. It is very ef- 
10ft and you need-have-no doubt of its ac-  fential that the watch of Count Brath 
hat curacy, for the Prefident gave himfelf fhould be put to fuch atryal as I have 
yme the trouble to come to my obfervatory, put that of M. de Saron, to fee if it is 
‘ca- ,at noon,’ for the purpofe of comparing fafeeptible of change, ina great degre 
the it with my clock, Whileit was worn ofcold. - © | eee 
jee From Auguft 6th to Auguft 13th | oe) 6%0 | 0 o% 9. 
we _. From Auguft. 17th.to Auguft 23d, the watch - ae 
=f ftopped for want of being wound up. Ps 
me .. From Auguft 23d to September 13th O;,.9 50 0 0.5.0, 
art, .: From September 13th to September 17th 0 Oyw4 © 0-5 4 
of From September 17th to September zgth .. 016,90 4.0 Ls 3 
sa _ From September 29th to November 4th + |} 0 30,4 | 0 0x, 8. 
: ba From November 4th to November 14th . O10; 58) oO 2, 1 
ith fF - do TT Qkg'avsnoot ann : Fréin 
Urs * M. Meffier is here miftaken: obfervations had then been made on it for almofta year. En. 
ich + We are told this watch was made by Mr. Emerey, at Charing-Crofs. Epit. 
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"Total lols |Lofsin 24 hours. 

From November 14th to November 27th 0'22", 4 e157 
From November 27th to-December 4 O17 53 © 2,4 
From December 4th to December 11th 013,53 o1;9 
From December’ 11th to December rgth ogs 7 TO £2 
From December rgth to December zgth ° 933 02 0,9 
‘This day, December the 2gth, finding that the cold . 

was become very intenfe, the watch was left faf- ra 

pended by the ftring in a little clofet, fituated} 

towards the north, without fire, until Janua 

the sth, without its being laid flat during all 

that: time. sh ‘ 
From December 2gth: to Fanuaty st 2 «¥ ° »2 
This day, Foandey th, the oak was taken down, : ° 

and carried as ufual. | , 
From January 5th to-January 12th © 13,0 a 2 


The ball of fire which, as M. Le 
. Roy has acquainted me, was obferved 
by.Dr..Mafkelyne, at London, on Au- 
guit the 18th. 1783, was feen here, 
though not very perfectly. Agreeably, 

















however, to M. Le Roy’s defire, I 
fhall foon fend Dr. Mafkelyne a detail 
of what I faw, under cover to you. 
lam, my dear friend, 
Your’s, &c.. 


LOS AN, 2 RESIDES BD TIE GTI EOE 


LETTER FROM .M. LE COMTE DE LASSINI, OF THE ROYAL 





SIR, 


i Have the honour to acquaint you 
with the appearance of a comet, fi- 


tuated betwixt the foot of Aquarius. 


and the tailof the Whale, making almoft 
an ifofceles triangle with the ftar¢. and 
thatin theend of the tail. ‘This comet is 


ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, 





Jan. 24, 1784. 


near two degrees, and its wucleus is 


halfa minute. As it has fet very early, 


and has near itno remarkable ftar, it has 
not yet.been poffible to afcertain its 
poiition. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 











viftble to thenaked eye; its tail extends 


In M. Meffier’s account of the comet, Magazine for January laft, over the 
col. of right afcenfion, for 4 ‘read 0. 
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. Paris, Fan. 13. 
6 he: Royal Academy of- Sciences, ordinary peraricam of 1200 livres, ap- 
deviating in favour of Meilieurs propriated by the Sieur Fleffels, inten- 
de Montgolfier from their cuftom of dant of that generality, and the Mar- 
eleCting theik cortefpondents only at quis de St. Vincent, for * the difco- 
one ftated titne of the year, the month very of the moft.certain and fimple 
of Auguft, have conferred on them method of direfting at pleafure the 
thattitle, in their affembly,onthe 1oth aéroftatic balloon horizontally.” ‘The 
of Detembet. © = different competitors are to deliver in 
We leam from Lyons, that on the their pieces on the rit of September, 
24 of December, the academy of that 1784, arid the premiwin jis to be diftri- 
city declated M. Edward de Montgol-_ buted in the public affembly, on the 
fier fellow of that fociety, “They 7th of December following. 
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the clouds !” -—— Simply 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE ‘LONDON’ MAGAZINE. 


Dean Sik, 
| gem help thinking myfelf fingu- 
larly fortunate to be in yee country 


at a period when its inhabitants feem 
not only in. thorough good humour, 
but even tranfported, at the difcovery 
of a volatile, air-bladder! The enthu- 
fiafm of all ranks. upon this occafion is 
beyond belief: it blinds them to the 
moft glari “g truths; produces levities 
the.mott ridiculous; and reafonings and 
expectations equally weak and extra- 
vagant. “To commemorate the epoch 


of fo important an event medals are. 


to be ftruck, and.acoluma, adorned 
with emblems and infcriptions, | is to 
be erected in the moft confpicuous part 
of the capital.. The difcoverer, Monf, 
Mountgolfier, is rewarded by a penfion, 
decorated with the order of St. Mi- 
chael, and, contrary to its eftablifhed 
rules, admitted a member of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences of Paris. Laiftly, 
what is mach more flattering and ho- 
nourable to him among thefe people, 
is, that almoft every article in the com- 
fition of drefs is now &-da-mede de 
tgolfier! ‘The report of the Royal 
Academy, enumerating the ufes to 
which the aergfat, as they call it, may 
be applied, is very curious, and as fol- 
lows, viz. 
rit, ** To raife weights toa certain 
heig ht!” ——For what purpofe? 
daly, “* To afcend high mountains!” 
~—— What to do there? 
gdly, ‘‘ To penetrate inacceflible 
wallies !”— If there are any. 
thly, <* To make fignals by land 
lh fea!” ——— Rockets are much pre- 
ferable. peng: | | 
gthly, «‘ To know the,velocity and 


courte of the winds,”———An eafy me- 


thod is already known, and was ptac- 


‘tifed by Dr. Derham, 
6thly, ** Toelevate an electrifc “yi ley 


——A common kite fervesperfec 
nthly, ‘* ‘To mount-to the re 
to cat ar 


Thefe are doubtlefs great acquifi- 
tions at prefent, but many more may 
be expected, when means are found 


_vendifh, and 


France, Feb. Il, 1784." 


out to, more through the air, and guide 
the aéroftatic machine,. of, which. the 


academy, does not yet abfobnsely de- 
{pair. . 
Do not imagine that, this account is 
dictated by .patriotic prejudices; far 
from it: 1 entertain a bio refpett for 
the virtues, and admire y the ta, 
lents of the French, whom I ‘confides 
asa we - salighoesie’ and, moft amia- 
ble. , 

To give a general. and jut idea of 
them, however, it er he neceflz 
add,, that they are pafii a i of 
novelty, eafily élated, and nd Regiy he 
tional; but, efteeming themfelves the 
fir, they of courfe bess lefs jealoufy 
than other nations. 

I am equally diftant. from .a, defiga 
to depseciate Monf, Montgolfier; but, 
in rendering juftice to his.great {cien- 
tific merit, pne ought not.to derogate 
from that of other ingenious men. 
Whoever has fuflicient candour, aad 
is qualified to judge, will readily per- 
ceive and allow, t at this gentleman’s 
machine exhibits a sonia of proofs 
of his fagacity and knowledge; but he 
will, at the fame time, difcover and 
confefs, that the firft complete con- 
ception of it occurred, and was 
efpoufed, as others have remarked, by 
Bifhop Wilkins..;. Monf, Montgoliier’s 
-ingenuity is particularly obfervable in 
his having formed his globe of lighter 
materials than, copper, which Wilkins 


“had employed, and which Borelli long 


ago. gbferved would not anfwer: it, 1s 
no lefs apparent in his having fubiti- 
tuted for, the Bi flop’ s vacuum the gas, 
or inflammable.air, as is {pecific light- 
nefs and clalticity had Been recently 
difcoyered and stories ned by. Mr. Ca- 
publithed by Dr. Priett- 
“4 Yet, however.extraordinary and 
afing this acria!. novelty may appear, 
of his a its utility alone that’ we 
mutt .eftimate its aia and it is ha- 
warding very little to affert, that unlefs 
it can be directed otherwife than by 
the winds it muft ever remain an a 
9 
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of ufelefs, expenfive, and dangerous 
curiofity. ‘To find out the means fet 
all heads to work; but fo fuperficially 
did people view and examine the fub- 
jet at firft, that many thought fails 
would anfwer; but ‘that opinion was 
too abfurd to laft. 

At prefent the chief hopes ‘of the 
public are from the judicious applica- 
tion of oars, or artificial wings, and 
their effeéts. As to the firft, their in- 
efficacy will be manifeft to thofe who 
will reflect how few can be employed, 
and that their impulfe, even were it 
not deftroyed by the counter-attion of 
the rowers’ bodies in the fame medium, 


. would be as nothing compared to the 


tha refiftaice of that medium to the 
arge furface of the aerofat. The other 
expedient too has obftacles not lefs dif- 
ficult, and more numerous, to combat ; 
fuch as the difcovery, the union, the 
direction of the different and exquifite 
contrivances neceflary for expanding, 
contra¢ting, twifting, and turning their 
wings, fo as to-accommodate them to 
the irregular and various currents and 
vortices which they are to meet in the 
atmofphere, while they communicate a 
particular motion to the body they are 
attached to. 

Should thefe artificial wings be fall, 
they will prove as inefficacious as the 
oars; and fhould they be fo large as to 
bear any proportion to thofe of birds, 
who foar into the higher regions of 
air, and which extended are generally 
eight times the length of the diameter 
of their bodies, fuch wings will re- 
quire an affemblage of ftrong and hea- 
vy machinery to wield and exercife 
them, which, added to their proper 
weight, the aeroftatic machine cannot 
pofibly rife. The act of fying. and 
the wonderful mechanifm of the in- 
ftraments by which it is performed, 
have, ‘fince the creation of man, been 
objects of his contemplation and de- 
fire; and yet, to accomplifh the one, 
or effeétually to imitate the other, has 
hitherto baffled his utmoft invention 


‘and reiterated efforts. His reftlefs and 


infatiable ambition prompts him® ‘to 


invade the fluid domains of the {caley 


and feathered.tribes, and to vie with 
them there; but as yet all his attempts 
have only ferved to expofe his igno- 
rance and temerity; for fuch are the 
faculties and advantages which thofe 
creatures poffefs, in order to move and 
guide themfelves in their refpeétive 
elements, from the peculiar form of 
their fmooth and lubricated: bodies, 
their mufcular powers, arid other con- 
trivances and gifts of nature, as the 
att of man cannot imitate, much lefs 
beftow. 

Within his own fphere he has made 
confiderable progrefs towards improv- 
ing his natural ftate, by augmenting his 
force, accelerating’ his movements, and 
abridging his labours; but beyond that 
what has: he accomplifhed? “Upon the 
whole, therefore, I have very little 
hopes that the means of direéting the 
aerofiat will be difcovered; and have 
doubts whether it would contribute to 
the éxtenfion of natural ‘knowledge 
even if they were. 

It may be very proper to remark 
here, that notwithftanding the num- 
bers of thofe balloons which have been 
launched from different places through- 
out this kingdom not the {malleft ad- 
vantage has yet. accrued from them to 
fcience. 

The unfteadinefs of that vehicle ren- 
ders it totally improper for the purpofe 


of making aitronomical or meteorolo- | 


ical obfervations; and as for the or- 
Sikaty bufinefs of life, it is equally 
inconvenient and ‘unfit, confidering the 
variety of imminent dangers to which 
it muft be continually expofed from 
electric and culin fire, ftom whirl- 
winds, and from its own complicate 
and ‘extreme frail texture, &c. not to 
mention the great expence required to 
conftruét and prepare it. I fhall con- 
clude with obferving, that although it 
is impoflible for us to forefee or deter- 
mine what the exertions of human gé- 
nius may attain, yet I: prefume it is 
not too rafh to affert, that they can 
never change or invert the general or- 


“der of fublunary things. 


I am, ‘dear Sir, 
Your’s, &c. 
H. E. 
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determined. Ey fome it 
foppofed to be an animal glue; others 
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ia perfection of telefcopes and 
other optical inftruments has hi- 
therto been hindered by the refrangi- 
bility of light, the rays in patting 
through glaf fuffering fuch refraction 
as to produce the prifmatic. colours, 
and thereby confufe the images of ob- 
jects. — well known, eesti 
that rays fallin ndicularly on the 
S focecal fal tanlenh, pafs through 
it without refraction, and of courfe 
without producing the prifmatic co- 
lours; yet the feparating of thefe from 
the others had efcaped the attention of 
all thofe who had applied themfelves 
to the ftudy of this ufeful and enter- 


- taining fcience, though it is obvious 


that by doing it, dioptrical inftru- 


_ ments might be made in as great per- 


feétion with regard to the diftinétnefs 
of the image, as catopihcal ones; and 


owner - ‘ated 


to much greater advantage in refpect 
to luminoufnefs. The hint, however, 
at length occurred to an optical work- 
man, who has lately conftru¢ted a va- 
riety of inftruments on this principle. 
At the time of making this important 
difcovery he does not feem to have 
been much converfant with the {cienti- 
fical part of optics. But he is faid to 
have fo far improved himfelf fince, 
that by profecuting his enquiries he has 
made feveral other optical difcoveries 
which he means foon to publifh. We 
cannot but repeat, that the above fact 
lay fo very obvious, that it is matter of 
aftonifhment that it fhould have lain 
fo long unnoticed, efpecially when 
we confider how ardently the fcience 
has been profecuted by fome of the 
greateft philofophical geniufes that 
ever exifted, 


A CorRESPONDENT,. 











CHEMISTRY. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 


SIR, 


wi the nature and origin of 
moft of the productions which 
we receive from the continent in the 


‘weft we are, in general, from the free 


intercourfe which fubfifis between the 
Natives and thofe. whom commerce 
brings to them, pretty well acquainted. 
Some there are, however, ot which, 
either from afecrecy on theonefide, or a 


want of inquiry on the other, ho fatis- 


fatory knowledge has yet been ob- 


_fained.. Of this we have an_inftance 


in the Elaftic Gum; of the origin of 
whigh, until within a very few years, 


we were totally ignorant. What it is, 


indeed, has not even yet been pofitively 
as been 


have related that it is a vegetable juice, 


which by infpifiation alone, without 


the addition of any other matter, is 


ON ELASTIC GUM. 


converted into the fubftance which is 
brought over tous: whilft the laft who 
has attempted to inveftigate its nature, 
is induced to confider it as a product 
of art. 

A fummary account of the difco- 
veries which have been made, concern- 
ing the properties of this curious gum, 
at different times, by thofe who have 
made experiments upon it, would not, 
I thought, be unacceptable to the ge- 
nerality of your readers. Such an 
account I have lately met within a 
work, publifhed in France, by M. 
Tourcroy; and I accordingly fend it 
you without abridgement, fuch as it 
apne in that author. It is furprifing 
that this book, in which M. Tourcroy 
has difplayed great chemical “know- 
ledge, in which is given a comprehen- 
five view of the difcoveries and doc- 
trines 
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trines of the chemifts and phi 

of the prefent age, and. through the 
whole of which method andperfpicuity 
are preferved, has not yet appeared in 
an Englifh drefs. A tranflation of ‘it, 
however, into our own language is at 
length, Iam informed, preparing for 
the prefs. 

Klaftic gum, or Caout-choac, is‘one 
of thofe fubftances the nature‘of which 
it is difficult: to determine: Its pro- 
perty of inflammability feems to point 
out an affinity with the refins; butts 
elafticity, its foftnefs, and its infolu- 
bility in thofe menftrua by. which 
refinous bodies are ufually diffolved, 
fhew a difference from them. 

The tree from which it is obtained 

ows im many parts of America. 
Broad incifions are made along the bark 
of it, fo as to penetrate down to the 
wood; the white juice, at one time 
more at another lefs fluid, which flows 
from. the wound, is received into a 
veffel, that different utenfils may be 
made of it; itis fpread over moulds, 
layer upon layer; it is dried in the fun 
or at the fire; and in that fituation 
various drawings are, as it were, en- 
graven upon it; thefe utenfils are ex- 
pofed to the {moke, and when they‘are 
thoroughly dried, the moulds are 
broken. This is the way in which 
the bottles of elaftic ‘gum which are 
fent to England are made. 

The veffels which are made of this 
matter will contain water, and 4 va- 
riety of other fluids which do not a& 
upon them. If‘they are cut into ftrap- 
fhaped pieces, and the fides of theft 
ftraps, foon after they have been cut, 
are applied to each other, they cohere 
with a pretty confiderable force. 

No good account has yet been given 
of the action of fire upon the elaftic 
gon all that is Known is, that’ it 

oftens it, and makes*it inflame. 

It is not foluble in water; how fa- 
linc fubfances 2& upon it is not 
known. M. Matquer, who tried to 
diffolve it m different menftrua, found 
that {pitit of wine does not a& upon 
tt, as had, indeed, ‘been before~ ob- 
ferred by Meffrs. de Ja Condamitie and 
Frefneau, but that oils diffolve it by 
tic help of heat. As MM. Macgner’s 


5 


intention, .however,..was to.bring it 
into a liquid ftate, fo as to be fit for 
being afed, and yet afterwards, by the 
evaporation, of the. folvent, to recover 
its former properties, he was obliged 
to have recourfe to fome other men: 
ftruum than oils, fince thefe, however 
volatile they might be, always altered 
the'elaftic gum, remaining fixed in it 
fo as to deftroy its elaflicity and its 
cohefion. .. yf 
Well-rectified xther, in which he 
eafily diffolved this fubftance, com. 
aap anfvered, being very evapora- 
le, the end he had in view: and 
though this fluid is exceedingly dear, 
he thought he fhould do right in point- 
ing out a method of making ufeful 
initruments, fuch as by furgeons are 
called bougies, by fucceflively fpread- 
ing over a mould of wax layers of this 
folution, until they become of the 
thicknefs required. The bougie is 
immerfed, when it is » in boili 
water, which melts the wax; and thus 
it is feparated from the mould. The 
foftnefs and elafticity of this inftru- 
ment make it very ferviceable to fuch 
as are obliged to ufe one conftantly. 
Thus much was known refpecting 
the elaftic-gum when an excellent me- 
moir upon this fingular fubftance was 
publifhed by M. Berniard, iri the Four- 
nal de Phyfique, in the beginning of 
the year 1781. ‘This chemift con- 
cludes, from the experiments which he 
has made, that the elaftic gum 1s a 
particular grofs or un¢tuous. oil, co- 
loured by a matter foluble in ae of 
wine, and rendered impure by the foot 
of the fmoke, to which, in order to 
dry them, each of the la is €X- 
pofed. No change is produced in it 
‘by water; if boiled in fpirit of wine 
it lofes its colour. ‘The cauftic fixed 
alkali does not a& apon it. Oil of 
vitriol reduces it to the ftate of a char- 
coal, and becomes black itfelf, ' ac- 
‘quiring the odour and volatility of the 
thishuitebios acid. Common nitrous 
acid affeéts this gum in the fame man- 
‘ner as it does cork, and turns it yellow. 
Spirit of nitre quickly deftroys it. The 
marine acid makes no alteration in Jt. 
Reified vitriolic ether did not’ dif- 
folve it. This fa&, fays” the author, 
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1784. 
will feem. ftrange’ to all who are ac- 
quainted with M. Macquer’s exactnefs 

d veracity. Nitrous ether diffolves 
it. This folution is yellow, and af- 
fords, upon evaporation, a tranfparent 
friable fubftance, which is foluble in 
fpirit of wine; which is, in a word, 
a true refin, formed, according to the 
author, by the action of the nitrous 
acid upon the elaftic gum. — ‘The effen- 
tial oil of lavender, of fpike, and of 
turpentine, diffolves it by means of a 

ntle heat; but they form a glutinous 
Raid, which adheres more or lefs to 
the hands, and of which, therefore, 
no ufe can be made. A folution of 
elaftic gum in oil of fpike, mixed with 
{pirit of wine, depofites white flakes, 
which are infoluble in warm water, 
which fwim on the furface of that fluid, 
and which, by refrigeration, acquire 
the whitenefs and confiftence of wax; 
which are, in a word, a true un¢tuous 
oil, capable of concretion, Oil of 
camphor diffolves the elaftic gum fim- 
ply by maceration. During the eva- 

ration of this folution, the camphor 
is volatilized, and there remains in the 
yeflel an amber-like matter, of a firm 
confiftence and but little glutinous, 
which readily diffolves in fpirit of 
Wine. The gum is diffolved by the 
un@tuous oils, if boiled in them: wax 
alfo diffolves it. It does not melt in 
a degree of heat equal to that of boil- 
ing water: but by expofure to the fire 
in a filver fpgon it is refolved into a 
thick black oil, emitting, during its 
tefolution, white vapours. It remains 
afterwards un¢tuous and gluey, even 
though expofed to the air for feveral 
months; and does not recover that 
drynefs and elaiticity which make it fo 
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fit for the purpofes to which it is ap- 
plied. M. Berniard concludes his in- 
guiries with the analyfis of the gum ia 
the open fire. From an ounce of this 
fubftance he obtained a very {mall por- 
tion of phlegm, an oil at firft clear 
and light, atterwards thick and co- 
loureéd, and fome volatile alkali, the 
quantity of which is not mentioned. 
‘There remained a charcoal weighing 
twelve grains, refembling that which 
the refins afford. ‘The volatile alkali 
is attributed to tle foot by which the 
elaftic gum is coloured. 

Without regard to this analyfis, it 
muft be obferved, that it does not 
point out very exacily the nature of the 
elaftic gum, fince the ation of acids 
upon this fubftance is different from 
that which they have upon the un¢tu- 
ous oils, which is much more rapid; 
fince the cauftic alkalies do not bring 
it to the ftate of a foap; fince it does 
not melt -byt in a degree of heat far 
greater than that which is neceflary to 
the liquefation of the moft folid of 
the unctuous oils; fince thefe laft ne- 
ver become elaftic, and never dry in 
the manner in which it dees, &c. &c. 
Befides, the author mentions that this 
gum confifts of two diftinct fubftances, 
without giving proof that it does, and 
he concludes with cenfidering it as a 
produc of humanindafiry. From all 
thefe reflexions, and from many others 
which might be made upon M. Ber- 
niard’s memoir, otherwife good, it 
muft be thought that a great deal re- 
mains yet to be done, as he himfelf 
has faid, to make ourfelves well ac- 
guainted with its properties, and to be 
able to determine pofitively refpecting 
its nature. 
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T 2E MIisSckLLA NY: 
FOR THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 3 


OBSERVATIONS ON SAPPHIC VERSE, AS USED BY THE ROMAN 
' POETS. . 


RAMMARIANS tell us that the 
Sappuic Verse confifts of five 
feet, the firft and two laft of which are 
Trochees, the fecond a Spondee, and 
the third a Daétyl. In this divifion 
_Lonp, Mac, April 1784. 


they feem to have been guided merely 
by the quantity of the fyllables, with- 
out attending in the fmalleft degree ta 
the effect of the verfe when it is pro- 
perly read, It is undoubtedly true 
“Re that 
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that the verfe confifts of eleven fylla- 
bles, of which the firft, the third, the 
fourth, the fifth, the eighth, and the 
tenth are invariably long, and the reft 
are as invariably fhort; but this feems 
to be all the truth that is in the com- 
mon grammatical rules. Eleven fyl- 
jJables of the required quantity may 
cafily be joined together that will not 
make a ap Sapphic verfe, and if the 
beft Sapphic verfes were read according 
to the metrical rule it would have no 
harmony. 

Aut in | umbro \ fis Heli | conis | oris. 
Thefe are not the paufes that the poet 
intended. 

Any one may eafily be convinced 
that in every Sapphic line there is a 
long paufe nearly equal to the time of 
a comma after the fifth fyllable. If 
the grammarians had read an ode while 
they meafured the length of its fylla- 
bles, and reflected that paufes take up 
time, as well as foftion and /ynerefis, 
they muft immediately have feen that 
their divifion was unnatural, for the 
principal paufe always fucceeds the firft 
fyllable of their Daétyl. This paufe 
is fo fenfible, that it cannot be intro- 
duced into the middle of a word with- 
out almoft deftroying the harmony. 
Accordingly, Horace, except in a very 
few inftances, has always placed it at 
the end ofaword. When . has done 
otherwife the bad effect is very obvious 
To be convinced how unfuccefsfully 
the long paufe is introduced into the 
middle of a word, it is only neceflary 
to read the following lines: 

Lenis flithyia tuere matres. 
Seu Sacas, fagittiferofque Parthos. 

Catullus has not obferved this rule 
fo ftritly as Horace. His verfes are 
as mach inferior to thofe of his fuc- 
ceffor in harmony as they are in other 
poetical qualifications. 

Befides the principal paufe, there 
are two fhorter paufes in the Sapphic 
verfe, one after the fecond, and one 
afier the eighth fyllable: 


Hor. 
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April 
Aut in | umbrofis | Helico.| nis oris. 

Thefe fhort paufes are not fo confider. 
able as to require the end of a word, 
becaufe they take up but a little more 
time than is ufually fpent in making 
the tranfition from the pronunciation 
of one fyllable to the fucceeding one 
in common reading. In the moft har- 
moniodus lines, however, one of them 
at leaft occupies the fpace between two 
words. ‘The former of the following 
lines is net fo mufical as the other: 

Te mi | nor latum | reget @ | quus orbem 

Tu gra | vi curru | quaties | Olympum. 

According to this divifion of the Sap- 
phic verfe, the metrical feet of which 
it a ih four, meee T rochaeus 
—v|, Moloffus |— — —], Anapaflus 
bet and Amphibrachys oa 

It is to be obferved, that the fourth 
and tenth fyllables are ftrongly accent- 
ed, and that the fifth fyllable, which 
precedes the principal paufe, may be 

ronounced either long or fhort, like 
the laft fyllable of the verfe. From 
thefe caufes the firft divifion of the 
verfe produces an effect very much the 
fame with the laft. ‘The fimilarity of 
cadence in the two parts has a confi- 
derable refemblance to rhyme, and it 
is probably in a great meafure owing 
to this circumftance that the Sapphic 
verfe is peculiarly agreeable to a mo- 
dern ear. 

This fpecies of verfification is per- 
fectly unfit for any performance of 
great length. The uniformity of the 
paufes, accents, and cadence produces 
an invariable monotony, which, if con- 
tinued for any long time, would be 
singin difagreeable. ‘The poets who 

ave made ufe of it were fenfible of 
this defect, and, in order to give it 
variety, added the two laft feet of au 
hexameter verfe at the end of every 
three lines, which grammarians call an 
Adonic verfe. This addition diverfi- 
fies the harmony, and leaves the ear 
fatisfied with a deep folemn found. 


ERTS FEE 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 

SIR, 
O a, work in which the life of phical precifion, I with pleafure fend 
Benteey has been written with 

fu n.uch critical acutenefs and biogra- 





an explanation of a difficult paflage in 
Horace, - 
t 








1784. 
It is in the feventh Epiftle of the 
firft Book : 


« Ad mare defcendet vates tuus, et fibi parcet 
“ Contrattufque leget.”’ 
It is unneceflary to produce the va- 
rious interpretations propofed by dif- 
ferent critics. Contradus pre Srigore is 
nerally received. Gefner more pro- 
Bably fays: | 
“Conrractus in parvum cubiculum:—ja- 
cens in le&tulo, involutus veftibus.”’ 
This is good fenfe, and is adapted 
to the general turn of the preceding 
verfes. But I conceive the meaning 
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to be, ** With his clothes wrapped 
clofely,” or, as we fay, ‘* Buttoned up 
clofely againft the cold.” For this 
ufage of Comtradius there is authority 
in the Metamorphofes of Ovid, Book 
xiv. Verfe 345: 

Pheniceam fulvo chlamydem contra&tus et aurd, 
Contra@us is here applied to the per- 
fon who wears the clothes; and the 
whole paffage, I think, clearly fhews 
the meaning of Horace to be, that 
he gathered up his clothes foort and che, 
as 1s ufual in cold weather. 

I am, Sir, your conttant reader, 
PHILELEUTHERUS NORFOLCIENSIS, 








FOR THE LONDON MAGAZINE, 
ON STYLE AND LANGUAGE, 


Obfcurata diu populo bonus eruet, atque 

Proferet in lucem {peciofa vocabuia rerum, 

Que prifcis memorata Catonibus atgue Cethegis, 
Nunc fitus informis premit, et deferta vetufias. 
Adfcifcet nuova, que genitor produxerit ufus: 
Vehemens, et liquidus, purogue fimillimus amni, 


Fundet opes, Latiumque beabit divite lingua. 


EARNING, like beaten gold, in 

proportion to its being more ex- 
tended becomes more {fuperficial. 
Grofs ignorance and profound erudi- 
fion are now equally uncommon. _Li- 
terature, no longer confined to colleges 
and cloifters, mixes itfelf in fome 
meafure with the commerce of the 
exchange, the exercifes of the camp, 
and the graces of the court: but the 
deep-read fcholar is a rarer chara¢ter® 
thanever. ‘The main ftream of f{cience, 
branching into numberlefs rivulets, 
“hl fhallow, as well as clear. ‘The 
ores of learning are parcelled out by 
retail, and what was farcaftically faid 
of the reputed knowledge of our nor- 
thern neighbours is nearly applicable 


to that of the whole ifland. Every ° 


man has a mouthfull, but no man has 
a bellyfull. | 

' This obfervation on the ftate of 
learning in general is almoft equally 
true in refpect to the leffer graces of 
ftyle and compofition. That happy 
mediocrity, denied by gods and men 
to the writers of former ages, has been 
teferved for our own period, Few 


Hor. 


writers are barbarous and ungram- 
matical, or even unmufical, in their 
language; but very, very few are truly 
fimple, nervous, or elegant. Some 
ftiles, like handfome faces, are fpoilt 
by affe€tation, or ruined by varnifh and 
extrinfick ornament; fome are bloated 
with falfe pomp; fome darkened by 
metaphyfical abftract phrafeology; and 
fome enervated by dapper familiarities, 
and the cant jargon of drawing-rooms, 
horfe-courfes, and gaming-tables. 
Purity of ftyle, like purity of man- 
ners, is not wholly practicable: lan- 
uages, like men by whom they are 
ramed, will be imperfect: yet every 
endeavour to trace the fources of cor- 
ruption tends to ftop its progrefs, 
Living authors, as well as living man- 
ners, are at once the chief objects of 
our cenfure and imitation. ‘The works 
of deceafed writers, which we have 
been taught by tradition to applaud, 
are too feldom turned over; while the 
productions of our contemporaries 
prefent. themfelves to our notice 
oftener than their perfons. He who 
has talents to diftinguifh himfelf from 
Rr the 
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the croud, has more followers than an 


ancient philofopher. A popular writer 
fets the fafhhion of Ryle, and the very 
herd of critics, that with to depreciate 
the value of his works, run after him. 
If an author arifes, whofe deep learn- 
ing, and large imagination, ftruggling 
for expreffion equal to his conceptipns, 
tempt him to lengthen his periods, and 
{well his phrafeology; if an intimate 
familiarity with the combinations of a 
dead language now and then betray 
him into too wide a deviation from the 
vernacular idiom; fuch a writer will 
have the mortification to fee the beau- 
ties of his ftyle diftorted by aukward 
imitation, and his errors (if in him they 
are errors) made ridiculous by aggrava- 
tion. ‘Lhe language that, in his matter 
hand, like a well tuned inftrument, 
** difcourfes moft eloquent muiic,” 
under their management utters nothing 
but difcord.. ‘The ratthng of their 
periods and tumidity of their phrafes, 
like the neife of adrum or {well of a 
bladder, are but fymptoms of tueir 
wind and emptinefs. 

Ornament of dition, fays Quintilian, 
though the greatett of beauties, is only 
graceful when it foliows as it were of 
itfelf, not when it is purfued. Of all 
ornaments, a foreign ftrecture of period, 
as it is the mott prejudicial to the 

enius of our language, appears the 
moft fiudiedand unnatural. Anadopted 
word is but a partial and trifling inno- 
vation, and is often happily incOrpo- 
rated, when care 1s taken to naturalize 
the foreigner, by giving a national air 
to the turn of the phraie. Every lan- 
guage, more efpecially the Englifh, has 
its idioms, which we fhould not regifler, 
with Grammarians and Lexicographers, 
among its irregularities, but with poets 
and orators, number among its beauties. 

"l'o extirpate idiom from our tongue, 
would be like rooting up the old oaks, 
that are the glory and ornament of our 
country; or, to vary the alluiion, to 
fyuare the language of our ancient 
writers to the rigid rules of Roman or 
even French fyntax, would extinguifh 
the genius of our tongue, and give the 
whole a foreign air, lke the labours of 
a taltelefs improver, exchanging the 
luxuriance of nature, in our gardens, 
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for clipt yews, ftraight walks, and 
formal parterres. 

Per{picuity without meannefs is pro- 
nounced by Ariftotle to be the perfec. 
tion of language, or, as he more ner- 
voully exprefles it, the virtue of ftyle; 
to attain which, he recommends, asa 
principal inftrument, the ufe of the 
moft common wotds and phrafes ina 
figurative fignification; the familiarity 
of the terms rendering them clear, and 
the novelty of their application giving 
them an air of elegance or dignity. 
The works of our old writers, profaic 
as well as poetical, abound with thefe 
homefpun metaphors, by which the 
loweft words increafe theirconfequence, 
or at leaft, like cyphers, raife the value 
of their neighbours. Sometimes, in- 
deed, thefe popular tropes are carried 
to excefs, or ufed too licentioufly; yet 
they commonly breathe a magnificent 
fimplicity, and the whole coni{tra¢tion 
is purely Englith; a circumiftance like 
that which induced Cicero to recom- 
mend the ftudy of the ancient Roman 
authors to his pupils in oratory, urging, 
that whoever was well read in the 
productions could not, were he even 
inclined to it, {peak other than genuine 
Latin. 

It will not, Ihepe, be imagined, 
from what 1 have faid, that I think 
too lightly of the labours and genius 
of thofe learned philologifts, who, by 
compiling grammars and di¢tionaries, 
have endeavoured to give precifion and 
ability to our tongue. ‘Their works, 
if properly confulted, are ufeful both 
to the learner and proficient ; but if 
made the objeéts of their ftudy, rather 
than occafional affiftants, they will cer- 
tainly be pernicious. ‘The Grammars 
of living and dead languages are too 
often framed on different principles: 
in the latter, allirregularities for which 
an authority can be pleaded are fantt- 
fied by a rule; while the other brands 

every idiom, or bold combination, 
as a licentious barbarifm. No man 
ever learnt a language, living or dead, 
from a grammar or dictionary; but by 
reading the beft authors, and partaking 

f the beft converfation. He who 
habituates himfelf to fuch fludies and 
fuch fociety, without propofing ta 
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himfelf a particular model, will infen- 
fibly form a ftyle of his own; asin the 
mechanical part of writing, every man 
teadouing himafelf to his own fancy 
or powers, almoft every man writes a 
diferent hand. A certain freedom of 
ftyle, a manly flow of language, will 
diftinguifh the authors of fuch a fchool; 
whofe periods will not be divided into 
formal compartments, like the fquares 
of 2 Mofaic pavement, exattly anfwer- 
ing each other; but the members of 
a fentence, like the members of 
the human body, will feem to be put 
together with eafe as well as fymmetry, 
and equally framed for the purpofes of 
elegance and ftrength. 

As to grammars and dictionaries, 
though not adminiftering to the foun- 
dation of our tongue, they may cer- 
tainly be of great ufe to contribute to 
its prefervation. "They are a kind of 
featfold ereGted by fkilful workmen, 
after our language has been completely 
built, to repair the ruins of time, and 
to keep the venerable ftructure from 
further decay. ‘The laft great Englith 
dictionary will remain, as long as the 
Englifh tongue fhall remain, a monu- 
ment of the learning and genius of its 
author; and I cannot better enforce the 
utility of the ftudies recommended in 
this paper, than by concluding it with 
an extract from the admirable preface 
to that work; a preface which at once 
delivers the precepts, and affords the 
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example, of a pure and eloquent 
ftile. 

| ——** Thave fludioufly endeavoured 
to colleét examples and authorities from 
the writers before the Reftoratian, 
Whofe works I regard as the wells of 
Englifo undefiled, as the pure fources of 
genuine diction. Our language, for 
almoft a century, has, by the concur- 
rence of many caufes, been gradually 
departing from its original Teutonic 
charaéter, and deviating towards a 
Gallic ftru€ture and shambeldam from 
which it ought to be our endeavour to 
recall it, dy making our ancient volumes 
the groundwork of pyle, admitting amon 
the additions of later times only fack 
as may fupply real deficiencies, fuch as 
are readily adopted by the genius of 
our tongue, and incorporate ealily with 
our native idioms. 

** From the authors which rofe 
in the time of Elizabeth a fpeech 





might be formed adequate to all the 


purpofes of ufe and elegance. If the 
language of theology were extra@ted 
from Hooker and the tranflation of the 
Bible; the terms of natural knowledge 
from Bacon; the phrafes of policy, 
war, and navigation from Raleigh; 
the dialect of poetry and fiction from 
Spenfer and Sidney; and the di¢tion 
of common life from Shakfpeare, few 
ideas would be loft to mankind, for 
want of Englifh words in which they 


might be expreffed.”” 








TO THE EDITOR OF 'THE LONDON MAGAZINE, 
ON CASTLE-BUILDING. 


SIR, 


AS ideal confequence and poffef- 
- fions give the poffeffor as much 
delight as real, 1 write this to inform 
all hypochondriacs and nervous beings, 
that | have difcovered the philofophers 
ftone, and have acquired the fecret of 
being extremely happy in the midit of 
calamities. Know then, good Mr. 
Editor, thatI am a Caftle-builder, and 
have made more celeftial excurfions 
than any of Mr. Montgolfier’s air-bal- 
loons, without the affiftance of gaz or 
taffeta. I formerly funk under every 
blow that Jii/s Fortune chofe in her 


great caprice to fcourge me with: I 
rew pale, wan, and truely anatomical. 
lf the late Dr. Hunter, or any of his 
worthy fraternity, had then feen me, 
they would have been able to have 
given a courfe of fkeleton le¢tures on 
a living fubject! But, thanks to my 
kind ftars I have difcovered the true 


fravoir vivre, and am now pr gras 


bleft! —(ix idea!) By way of paren- 
thefis! I am grown fat, look hand- 
fome; every woman that fees me dies 
for me; I have a fine eftate, excellent 
horfes, fuperb carriages, noble villa, 
and 


































































310 MISCELLANY. 


and am promifed a peerage at leaft, if 
mot ablue ribband. I paint like Key- 
molds, carve like Michael Angelo, fing 
hike Pacchierotti, dance as well as Le 
Picg, and can explain the word equal, 
though his Grace of Portland and Mr. 
Pitt cannot!—1 could pay the national 
debt for a proper premium, and can 
undertake to give the King and his 
people jvch a minifter as would pleafe 
al] parties, and heal our prefent di- 
#rettions and divifions!———In fhort, 
i am a phoenix, a prodigy in—idea/ 
And who is there that in his own idea 
does not at leaft equal his contempora- 
ries. If an account of a great naval 
battle arrives, every mechanic can fight 





April 
it over again, and cenfure the mof 
fkilful commanders! ‘They can nayi- 
gate a fleet of broken tobacco pipes 

own a fea of fpilt porter, and expofe 
a great admiral’s faults in the twink. 
ling of an—— jd#ea/ Whena new co- 
medy is produced, every auditor could 
have written a better—in idea! In 
fhort, Mr. Editor, you mutt allow all 
our blifs, or mifery, is idea/; there- 
fore, wivite, ye le-builders, for 
ever!— 

Iam, your’s, &c, really not ideally, 

A Castie-Buixprr! 

From my atrial aparjments, 


March 4, I 784. 





EES: OE ESTEE 3 «> 


SUBSTANCE OF THE NEW ACT FOR RAISING A DUTY ON 
STAMPED RECEIPTS, BILLS, NOTES, AND DRAFTS. 


FTER the 2sth of March latt 

all perfons who fhall give any 

bill, or note, or receipt for any fum 
charged with the ftamp duty orders 
by the lait a&, on unftamped paper, 
parchment, &c. fhall forfeit 1. for 
each.—All perfons who haye net, and 
fhall not, before the 25th ult. give any 
receipt, &c. on ftamp, are indemnyied 
from any profecution. ‘The foyatr 
act exempts all drafts on bankers pay- 
able on demand, drawn within ten 
miles of the banker’s abode. 
emption is now confined to fuch as 
are payable to bearer; and, therfore, 
all drafts not payable to beasts are 
mow to have the fame ftamp as bills, 
notes, and receipts for the fame_fum. 

esqe 

Notes or drafts for forty fhilltags are 
not liable to any:duty. ‘The perfon 
required to give a — may provide 
the ftamp, and may charge for the 
fame to his cuftomer. No duty to be 
charged on any receipt given i the 
urchafe money of any fhare in any 
public fund, or of ftocks in the Bank, 
Eait-India Company, or South-Sea 
Company, or for the dividends pay- 
able thereon; nor on any receipt given 
for drawbacks or bounties on exporta- 


This ex- 


tions, nor certificates of over entry of 
duties,-nor on poftage bills allowed to’ 
mafters of fhips for a juft report ofa 
cargo. 

No bill; note, or receipt to be 
ftamped after the figning thereof, un- 
lefs an» payment of rol. Offences of 
this ‘att (to be profecuted within one 
year after committed) may be heard 


‘and determined by any juttice of the 


peace, who may iffue out his fummons 
agaalt the party, and to the evidence, 
on complaint made, and may decide 
according to the act, and iffue out his 
warrant for levying the penalty of 51. 
by diftrefs, and to proceed to fale 
thereof in fix days unlefs redeemed, 
and on failure of a fufficient diftrefs 
to commit the offender to prifon for 
three months, unlefs the penalty be 
fooner paid or fatisfied, with power 
of appeal to the quarter feffions. ‘The 
juftice has power to mitigate the pe- 
nalty to a moiety thereof, allowing 
befides the cofts and charges of officers 
and informers. Evidence not appear- 
ing on fummons to forfeit gol. pe- 
nalty, divided equally, half to the 
King, and half to the profecutor. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE, 


STORY OF A FORTUNATE omg AND UNFORTUNATE 
WI! EK. 


Dear, KIND Mr. EpirTor, 
D® I befeech you, infert my dif- 

mal ftory. You muft know that 
J am one of the daughters of a man 
who enjoyed a lucrative poft under 
government, which he was enabled 
to give his children a liberal educa- 
tion, and to admit of their making a 
genteel appearance in life. We were 
each one educated agreeably to our dif- 
ofitions and inclinations. 

My eldeft fifter was brought up in a 
domeitic line, ahd before my father 
died married an honeft tradefman in 
the city, and, with two beautiful 
pledges of their mutual happinefs, is 
an example to all wives in her fphere. 
It, however, pleafed God to take from 
us the beft of fathers, who had nou- 
rithed and brought us up, and we were 
now expofed to the chilling blafts of 
adverfity, which we found almoft in- 
fupportable. 
~ My next fifter then went to keep 
the houfe of my eldeft brother, a man 
by no means famed forthe gentlenefs 
of his difpofition. My father, though 
fo good a man, had acted rather im- 
prudently, by living nearly to the full 
extent of his income. What little he 
left fell unfortunately into the hands 
of my brother, who, inftead of exert- 


ing himfelf, and og himfelf 


as the father of us all, for fome time 
ftudioufly avoided our fociety. My 
fiter who kept his houfe he left ex- 
pofed to the world, without any appa- 
rent thought for her welfare. She 
herfelf, being rather prudifh, is unfor- 
tunately, though turned of thirty, fill 
unmarried. For myfelf, Sir, 1 was 
youngeft of the three, and always of a 
gay, lively temper, and, to fay the 
truth, was very well beloved among 
my own acquaintance. I was placed at 
aboarding-ichool, and there received 
an education fuitable to my difpofition, 
which was fpirited and volatile. When 
Tleft fchool, having no mother to 
control me, 1 dreffed, and frequented 


public places as often as I chofe, my 
father being too indulgent to contra- 
dict me. By thefe means I gained a 
number of admirers. One came and 


was rejected: another fucceeded, and’ 


fhared the fame fate; and fo on to the 
end of the chapter. In the height of 
my gaiety the death of my father hap- 
pened. I then faw the neceflity of 
acting in another manner, and dropped 
all thoughts of being a woman ot fa- 
fhion. I began to confider which was 
the beft way of providing for myfelf, 
fo that I might live independent of 
my friends. This I foon didina very 
genteel line of bufinefs, and had even 
then, I know not why, always a beau 
or two in my train. Chance at lait 
threw in my way what the world calls 
a fedate, folid man; fuch a one asf 
myfelf thought to be a fit companion 
for life. But I find too late that girls 
like me are very incapable of judging 
for themfelves; and I know from ex- 
perience that young folks who are 'go- 
ing to fettle fhould feck for one as 
like themfelves in difpofition as pofii- 
ble. I believe it, indeed, to be abfo- 
lutely impoffible, that two perfons. 
whofe dipofitions are oppofite fhoul: 

tafte what the world calls true happi- 
nefs together. 

We have now been married not quite 
atwelvemonth. ‘The fix firit months 
we paffed tolerably well together; but 
fince that time my hufband has taken 
it into his head to be jealous of every 
friend I fpeak to, and cenfures me 
fharply if I thew the leaft fign of gaie- 
ty, or inclination to engage in con- 
verfation, when I am in company.—- 
** Why do not you read (he cries) — 
the {ciences are better for females than 
idle goffip and tattling.” Well faid, 
Surly, [ may have my /ey now, at any 
rate. 

I now find there is but one way to 
pacify my good man, and that is to ac- 
company him, whenever he goes out 
ot 
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of town. By this condefcenfion he 
thinks to have me all to himfelf, 
Now, Sir, judge what a comfortable 
life 1 am‘doomed to live. My huf- 
band is aclofe, referved man, defpifes 
focial company, and hates to go abroad 
for fear he fhould meeta ftranger. He 
diflikes talking, and declares that it is 
abfolute wafte of time. Now, I amof 
a very different way of thinking. Jam 
perfuaded, that by mixing with good 
company, and ingenious people, much 
ufeful knowledge may be acquired, 
So every woman of fenfe muft think. 

I have endeavoured to inftil thefe 
notions into my hufband; but in vain, 
He will fit poking at home, over his 
hooks and telefcopes. His  ftudies 
are very exalted. He is converfing 
with the moon and ftars, and fo much 
with the former, that I almoft fufpect 
him to be a Lunatic. Nothing can 
gain his attention from them, except 
now and then a game at drafts; for 
which I have as abfolute an averfion 
as I have for itar-gazing.—But, not- 
withftanding my compliance with his 
defires, and I (cldom {cold much, he 
told me lately to prepare to leave town 
in a few days. Was there ever fuch a 
perverfe wretch? The day is now come. 





in my folitude, when my hu 





If this fhould procure a place in your 
Magazine, as it may be “a caution to 
ladies who mean to enter into the holy 
ftate of matrimony, I fhall frequently, 

thand is 
converfing with xx/ublumary (is there 
fuch_a word, Mr. Editor?) beings, 
amufe myfelf with giving you fome 
account how I like myfelf when ba. 
nifhed from dear London, the place in 
which my inclination tells me I ought 
to fpend my days.—But who knows? 
The country may have charms I have 
not yet tafted, nor ever conceived? 
Should this be the cafe, I may enjoy 
raptures unexpected—which may ex. 
ceed what my hufband feels, when he 
is poring through a telefcope, ‘Then, 
perhaps, I may forget that I ever was 
more than a mere ruftic. Can that 
ever be the cafe?—Oh! No! No! No! 
-—lIn heart, at leaft, I fhall always be 
‘THe Lonpvon Lass, 


P.S, The chaife is at the door— 
There go in his glaffes and books— 
QO, ay-and there goes in my band. 
box of caps and ribbands—and what is 
worft, I muft follow—and vegetate, 
like a cabbage, in our country garden — 


O terrible! 








A DESCRIPTION. OF THE CAST-IRON BRIDGE, NEAR COAL: 
BROOK DALE, IN THE COUNTY OF SALOP. 
Accompanied with an engraving of it by Watker, froma drawing taken on the {pot by 
Mr. T. Burney, in 1784. 


1s the plan of this work, which was 
prefented to the public at its com- 
mencement, an intention of giving 
plates by eminent maiters was fpeci- 
fied. At the fame time, it was pro- 
ofed not to crowd our volumes with 
trifling defigns, or defpicable engra- 
vings. 
in conformity to this part of our 
original plan, a plate is now prefented 
to our readers, which we hope will be 
thought to merit their patronage both 
from its fubject and the able manner 
in which the artifts have executed it. 
The view, which was taken on the 
fpot, reprefents Coalbrock Dale, and 
the ‘courfe of the River Severn through 
it, andtheIRon BaipcGe whichwascaft 





at that place, and ere€ted over the river 
in the year 1779. Itis the firft that 
was ever made of caft iron only. ‘The 
abutments are ftone, and are covered with 
lates of the fame metal. On thefe the 
wr ftand in mortifes, and the whole 
ridge is covered with iron top plates, 
sg projeét over the ribs on ¢ach 
e. 
On this projection ftands the ballu- 
ftrade, which is likewife of caft iron. 
The road over the bridge is made of 
clay and iron flag, and is twenty four 
feet wide. The fpan of the arch is 
one hundred feet and fix inches, and 
the height from the bafe line to the 
center forty feet. ‘The weight of the 
iron in the whole is three hundred and 
feyenty 
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1784. 
feventy eight tons, ten hundred 
weight. 

The whole was caft in open fand, 
and a large fcaffold being previoufly 
erected, each feparate part was ele- 
vated to a proper height by ropes and 
chains, pes then lowered till the ends 
met at the center. All the principal 
parts were erected in three sicche, 
without any accident either to the 
work or workmen, or the leaft ob- 
ftruétion to the navigation of the river. 

Such is the defcription of this won- 
derful iron bridge, which we have 
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procured for the fatisfaétion of our 
readers: The view of the banks of 
the Severn and the adjacent country 
confpire to render the whole fcene ro- 
mantic and delightful. The bridge, 
from the top of the hill, which com- 
mands a very extenfive profpett, as well 
as in anearer point of view, well me- 
rits the attentive obfervation of all 
travellers, ‘The fituation has been hap- 
pily chofen by the proprietors, and 
the execution of fo arduous an under- 
taking is fuch as far exceeds what 
could have been expetted. 





FOR THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 


SPECIMEN OF A HISTORY OF GREAT-BRITAIN, 
TO BE PUBLISHED BY A WRITER OF THE YEAR 1900. 


Mr. Epiror, 


ERHAPS the moft remarkable fea- 
ture in the character of the prefent 
times is a total difregard to the pure 
example of former times, and an avow- 
ed indifference to the fame of future 
ages. Satisfied to be the hero of their 
own little day, men feem very carelefs 
of their pofthumous reputation, and 
contented to be eafy and comfortable 
while they live, they caft no thought 
towards future days, in which their 
conduct will be reviewed without any 
blinding partialities. Hence, men of 
reputation in the political or literary 
world are rather ambitious to be 
thought well of by the age in which 
they live than anxious to caes a place 
in the temple of immortal Fame. Hav. 
ing both their vanity fed and their in- 
tereft completed by the applaufe, how- 
ever injudicioufly beftowed, of pre- 
fent times, they feldom enquire whe- 
ther there ever has been a period of the 
workd in which their beni would 
have been accounted idlenefs, and their 
greateft perfections trifles ——and they 
till feldomer queftion their . own 
hearts—apply the ftandards of truth 
and juftice, or doubt whether there 
may not hereafter be a time when 
difapprobation only fhall accompany 
their memory, and when what now is 
called praifeworthy fhall be reckoned 
sae paca and contemptible. 
ence, as we neither examine into 
Lonp. Mac. April 1784. 


former precedents, nor in any great 
degree court that fame which never 
dies, our prejudices are ftrengthened 
into the moft abfurd contumacy, and 
hence thofe mean difputes and quar- 
rels which fill the world with mifery 
and inquietude. Hence all the mif- 
chiefs that go to form the declenfion 
of our empire. We gratify an un- 
meaning taite, and facrifice to an im- 
proper fafhion, regardlefs of the laws 
of virtue, truth, and honour. 

But, whatever opinions we ma 
hold on the feveral fubje¢ts which oc- 
cupy our Fo. YTS weigy we are 
attached to thofe opinions from con- 
viction, from the influence of patro- 
nage, or from the perfuafions of fe- 
ductive elogquence— However tenacious 
we are of them in the progrefs of life, 
and whether that tenaciouinefs operate 
to our felf-intereft, or to our difpa- 
ragement. However high the political 
difputes, the literary opinions, and 
religious modes, or the fafhionable 
manners may be in our opinion—how- 
ever all thefe may receive the fan¢tion 
of thofe whom we account the great 
and the wife—none of thefe circum- 
{tances authorife our prefumption that 
we are ating with more propriety 
than any age which has gone before, 
and in a manner that will be approved 
by every age which fhall follow. The 
youngeft of us may recollect when we 
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held many obftinate opinions, which a 
very little experience obliged us: to 
change, and to confefs that human 
wifdom is not more given us to regu- 
late human affairs than to be regulated 
by them. Many a diftant year after 
we have mouldered in the grave, our 
actions will be examined with impar- 
tiality, when many of thofe which ap- 
pear to us to be juft and good will 
then appear imprudent and ridiculous. 
Many a man who now clothes him- 
felf in the drefs of virtue and honour 
will be then left naked to examina- 
tion where no fubterfuge can avail. 

I have been thinking that the pre- 
fent times will afford matter of very 
extenfive admiration to future ages, 
and after I had meditated on this fub- 
ject for fome time laft night, I fell 
into a kind of reverie, in which I fan- 
cied myfelf reading the work of an hi- 
ftorian of the year wxixeteen hundred. 
The following were a few of his ob- 
fervations, which I hope will not be 
difagreeable to your readers, although 
it muft be confeffed their truth makes 
them unpleafing. 

«¢« But (fays our hiftorian) in confi- 
dering the revolutions of this period 
(1783) let us not neglect thofe colla- 
teral circumftances which operated on 
the grandeur and dignity of the king- 
dom. ‘The ftate of their national re- 
ligion is particularly worthy of confi- 
deration. Yet we have few helps from 
their hiftorians in our refearches into 
the nature of their religion. Moft of 
their hiftorians, at leaft thofe to whom 
any credit is due, appear to have con- 
fidered religion as fomething lefs than 
fecondary in the welfare of a ftate; 
they even think it fuperfluous, if not 
pernicious, and a fource of intereft to 
a few individuals, rather than of ad- 
vantage to the whole. We find they 
had at this time nearly the fame num- 
ber of bifhops as we have now. ‘They 
had as yet font none to the kingdom 
of America; Scotland admitted of 
none, fo that England poffefled the 
whole. ‘The duties of the bifhops 


confifted in receiving many thoufand 
ance annum, in attending pait 
,liament, .preaching charity fermons, 


writing franks, and negleCting religion, 
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On days inted for parliament to 
affemble in the Abbey, nothing was fo 
rare as five or fix bifhops. Example 
was no part of their doétrine. Ac. 
cordingly, whether from a confciouf. 
nefs that they could exhibit no good 
example, or from a tendernefs left their 
example fhould have bad effects, they 
vety feldom appeared in their diocefes, 
fo that often the oldeft of the flock 
had not feen their fpiritual paftor above 
once in his life. 

‘© The emoluments of the church 
were not at this time inconfiderable, 
But the divifion of thefe emoluments 
was fuch as to confine them entirely 
to the dignified clergy, and the paro. 
chial clergy feldom enjoyed a compe- 
tence. Why this fhould be the cafe 
in an age wherein we read fo much of 
national wifdom and generofity, we 
know not. It is certainly a fingular 
circumftance, becaufe thofe men who 
were called parochial clergy were the 
men who performed all the laborious 
and conftant duties of the profeflion. 
This abfurdity, however, we mutt fay 
did not altogether efcape the notice of 
the wifer part, for there are in the 
Mufeum two copies of a fmail quarto 
book, written by one Richard Watfon, 
Bifhop of Llandaff, a man of apparent 
wifdom and per: in which he pro- 
pofes a plan for equalizing the emolu- 
ments of the church. But there is no 
account that this plan was ever adopt- 
ed, a circumftance which we mutt ei- 
ther deduce from the avarice of the 
clergy, or add to the abfurdity of the 
times. 

«* Meanwhile the people, whether 
from a fenfe of the injurious treatment 
of their immediate teachers, or from 
an opinion that religion itfelf was of 
very little ufe in the world, fince they 
whofe profeffion it was negletted 1t 
moft, became gradually remifs in their 
attentions to divine worfhip. The 
multitude of moral writings which 
every day appeared, and of which no- 
thing but the names now remain, were 


by no means effectual in oppofing the 


impious ey: The churches foon 
became deferted, or at moft reforted 
to by elderly women, and young vir- 
gins, whofe dependence being chiefly 
on 
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on the fortunes of maiden aunts, 
obliged them to a compliance with the 
fanctity of old age. But the rich and 
gay, and the fafhionable reckoned eve- 
ry attention to religion as an imputa- 
tion on their fpirit. On the whole, 
we do not find from any credible ac- 
counts that -above one in ten churches 
was really requifite to contain thofe 
who were inclined to attend public 
worfhip. 

*« Yet, though the greater part of the 
people no longer vifited houfes of de- 
votion, no longer paid their vows to 
their maker, nor honoured the religion 
of the nation with their perfonal ap- 
pearance, it muft not be prefumed that 
Sunday was a day of reft, or of idle- 
nefs. So very different was the cafe, 
that we find the healthy and ftrong 
exercifed themfelves in the athletic 
amyfements of riding, jumping five bar 
gates, and breaking wine-bottles— 
others were active in eating and drink- 
ing, playing at cards, and many other 
employments of a nature fo laborious 
as {oon to exhauft their ftrength, and 
of a duration fo great as often not to 
end when the profeflional occupations 
of the following day called for their 
exertions, Nor could their zeal be 
imputed to any interefted motives, for 


LITERARY REVIEW. 





SIS 
many who purfued fuch employments 
waited their time, their health, and 
their fortunes, and imputed their ruin 
to any thing but the real caufe, a 
degree of modefty and charity peculiar 
to the age of which we treat. 

** It may be matter of juft wonder 
to our readers, that a people fo wife as 
the Englifh fhould yet defpife that 
which tends fo evidently to preferve 
the vigour of government as national 
religion. ‘They could not be ignorant 
that every nation has declined in pro- 
portion to the decay of its religion, an 
obfervation which will prove true, 
whatever that religion was. Kcligion 
is a tie of the ftrongeft nature. Its 
tendency, in all nations, is to make 
men happy, and when deftroyed we 
feldom find the wifdom of the de- 
ftroyer fubftituting a better expe- 
dient.” 

The intention, Sir, of your mifcel- 
lany being to furnifh variety, I have 
taken the liberty to fend you the above, 
the intention of which [ doubt not you 
fufliciently comprehend. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your moft obedient, 
PROSPECTOR, 
London, April 22, 1784. 











LITERARY REVIEW. 
ARTICLE LIV. 


HREE Pcems. 


I. Siddons: A Poem. 


II. A poetical Epifile to Sir Afbton 


Lever. Jl. An Elegy on the Death of a young Officer in the Army. By Perci- 


wal Stockdale. 4to. Flexney. 


WE have frequently perufed the 
productions of Mr. Stockdale’s pen 
with no fmall degree of fatisfaction. 
In his profe compofitions his ftyle is 
animated and vigorous, and in his 
poetry we frequently perceive, 

*¢ The eye, in a fine frenzy rolling 

Of thefe poems we mutt give the 
preference to the laft, which is evi- 
dently the offspring of a mind fraught 
with poetical images, and a_ heart 
warm with the tender infpiration of 
friendfhip. But it muft not be under- 
ftood that we think lightly of the 


1? 
. 


_ * See an account of his ScanDINAVIAN Poxtry in our laft Literary Review. 


other two pieces. ‘They have each 
their refpective merit, and the panegy- 
rift is almoft equal to the elegiac poet. 
From the firft poem the verfes ad- 
dreffed to Mrs. Siddons were taken, 
which are to be found in our poetical 
department. In the exordium, or in- 
troduction to thefe lines, we were 
pleafed to find the name of Ferningham 
introduced, as his poetical genius and » 
elegant talents are well entitled* to the 
praifes of contemporary writers. ‘The 
part of the poem which is more par- 
ticularly addreffed to our great attrefs 
Ss2 has 
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has been already perufed-by the readers 
of this work, and their own tafte will 
direét them to its beauties. 

The fecond poem is addreffed to 
Sin Asuton Lever, whofe liberality 
of fpirit feems peculiarly to merit the 
tributary ftrain of the Mufe! After 

raifing the plan of the Holophufcon, 
Mr. Stockdale invites all 


** Who impu'e diforder of the brain 
To thofe who worfhip in a Chriftian fane,”’ 


to vifit this mufuem. 


*« Repair to Lever’s temple, and adore; 
«¢ And blufh, and fhudder, and be fools no more!’’ 


The defcription of his fenfations 
while he walks through the rooms is 
etical—and how admirable are the 
ollowing lines: =~ 
s¢ Yet, generous Lever! in our Jeaden days, 
All thy reward may prove, the poet’s praife! 
For, thy magnificent and varied ftore, 
Which gives to fcience views unknown before ; 
Which more unfolds the world’s harmonious plan, 
The mind eternal, and the mind of man, 
(Its mafter, in fome inaufpicious hour, 
Meanly by wealth deferted, and by power) 
Like Houghton’s monuments of art, may go 
To find a patronefs in Ruffian fnow; 
May be received (fince taite is here no more) 
With genial ardour on a frozen fhore.’’ 


The poem then concludes with an 
addrefs to our fair countrywomen, in 
which the poet urges them in ftrong 
terms to patronize Sir Afhton Lever; 
and that they, as the women of Lacede- 
mon felt and aéted like SparTans, 
fhould exert the fpirit and generofjty 
of Britons, . 


** And bid, again, a nation’s virtue bloom.’’ 


For the conclufion—we lament that 
our limits will not allow us to tran- 
{fcribe the verfes—our readers muft 
confult the poems, Yet we muift give 
the laft lines; 


‘* OF Englith manners, then, ye Englith fair, 
To give reforming models be your care. 

Let, trom your influence, our improvement flow; 
Extort from love what we to reafon owe; 

And fince negleétful of her card we fail, 

Let us to virtue fteer, by paffion’s gale. 


The third poem, as the title informs 
us, is ax elegy on the death of a young 
officer of the army. In this elegy there is 


good fenfe, there is poetry, there is 
pathos, there is philofophy, But let 
it plead its own caufe, 
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BORN with the virtues of maturer age, 

To warm the poet’s or hiftorian’s page; 

Born, life’s beft deeds and beft rewards to prove, 

To merit friendfhip, and to merit love— 

Born with that fire, by which, of old, washurl'd ¢ 

Britannia’s thunder on a hoitile world— 

—But all this worth, juft opening into bloom, 

Is clofed for ever by the ruthlefs tom). 

Severely for my heart, too foon a fhade, 

Accept this tribute, from affection paid ; 1e 

Well-pleafed accept it; for the poet’s verfe 

More than funereal pomp adorns the herfe; 

Gives us, at once, improvement and relief; 

Refines our morals, while it foothes our grief: 


While it commands our tears afrefh to flow, 1 5 


Indulging foft and falutary woe. 

Forming the numbers to t4y memory due, 
The frowns of fortune unappalled I view; 
For never could the wanton tyrant’s reign 
Extinguith in my breaft the liberal ftrain; 2@ 
Ne’er cool my ardour for a poet’s name, 

By her gay fops of fafhionable fame ; 
Ne’er fink my heart beneath its nobleft ends; 
To honour living or departed friends. 

And let not the fevere, ye martial train, 25 
Tell me my grief is weak, and flows in vain! 
Oh! let the thort-lived joys and hopes of youth 
Imprefs you ever with important truth ! 

Since life is fhort, with virtue fill the fpan; 
The habits of the youth decide the man. 30 
The good from fate their deathle/s graces fave, 
And are mature, though minors, for the grave. 

And oft to Pleafure’s gay, luxuriant bower, 
Contraft the dark, irrevocable hour ; . 
Which, haply, gives you long the golden light, 35 
Or adds its gloom to the returning night. 

For not alone on Mars’s purple field 

The fons of war their generous fpirits yield ; 
Death {till attends us, on whatever ground ; 
Lurks in our frame, and hoversall around: 4@ 
Oft, e’en the light, elaftic {pring ot lite 

With life’s duration is at fatal ftrife: 

We draw our diffolution with our breath ; 

Qur vital air impregnated with death ; 

Aad thus as furely by an atoia fall, 45 
As by the culverin’s deftructive ball. 

Ambitious of no mean effects, my mufe 
Extends to either world her moral views; 

Then may thefe lays, enforcing human weal, 
Firmly to att, and tenderly to feel ; 50 
To my friend’s memory, to our {pecies kind, 
Still move the heart, and ftill impell the mind; 
With fympathy producing virtue read, 

Preferve the living, and embalm the dead,” 

In our perufal of thefe verfes, we 
could not help imagining that Mr. 
Stockdale’s memory was impreffed 
with fome of the fentiments which 
delight the fcholar of tafte, in Plutarch’s 
incomparable letter to Apollonius on 
the death of his fon, as there feems 4 
frequent concurrence of ideas in the 
elegant forrows of the poet, and the 
{pirited and feeling confolations of the 
ange y of Cheronea. The num- 

of claffical allufions, indeed, 1n 
at thef¢ 
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thefe poems feem to confirm our fup- 
fition. 

During the courfe of the laft year, 
we read a fermon* on Se/f Kuowledge, 
and an Ejay on Mifanthrophy, by the 
author ot thefe poems. The former 
isa fenfible and animated difcourfe: 
the latter is a vigorous and in- 

nious compofition. ‘They are, in- 
eeed, both fuch as muft lead his reader 
to expect high entertainment from a 
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volume of Sermons which Mr. Stock- 
dale has juft publifhed. 

We cannot clofe this article, with 
out exprefling our hopes that Mr. 
Stockdale will continue to court the 
‘epee, © of the Mufes, as we think 

e may be certain of the protection of 
the public, if they continué to infpire 
** his midnight hours” with the fame 
fancy and genius, which gave birth to 
the poems on Stppons, Lever, and 
A DECEASED FRIEND. 


Art. LV. The Philofophical TranfaGions of the Royal Society of London, Vol. 


LXXIII. for the Year 1783. 4to. 


Lockyer Davis. 


(Continued from page 243.) 


V. A Defcription of a new con- 
ftruétion of Eye-Glaffes for fuch Tele- 
{copes as may be applied to Mathema- 
tical Inftruments. By Mr. Ramfden; 
communicated by Sir Jofeph Banks, 
Bart. P. R.S. 

In order to correét the errors which 
arife in the eye-glaffes of telefcopes, as 
well from the fpherical figure of them, 
as from the different refrangibility of 
light, it has been held abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to have two eye-glaffes, placed 
fo that the image formed by the objec 
glafs of the ay may be between 
them: but in fuch telefcopes as are 
applied to mathematical inftruments, 
the interference of an eye-glafs, before 
the image is formed, is productive of 
many very bad confequences. For 
fhould that glafs have the leaft fhake 
Or motion in its cell, and it is almoft 
impoffible but that it fhall, it will 
totally alter the adjuftment of the 
inftrument: moreover, this pofition of 
the glafs diminifhing the image, 
obliges us to fhorten the focus of the 
other eye-glafs; by which means the 
wires in the focus of the telefcope are 
confiderably more magnified than they 


would otherwife have been, if the 


power of the telefcope had been the 
fame, and both eye-glaffes placed be- 
tween the image and the eye. 

Many defects in the micrometer 
with moveable wires are caufed by the 
conftruction of the eye-glaffes of the 
telefcope which it is applied to: for 
example, if the telefcope have a fingle 


eye-glafs only, the field of it is fo 
{mall that it is impoffible to meafure the 
diameters of the Fan and moon, unlefs 
the magnifying power be very {mall, 
and ae gt wih precifion. If, in 
order to enlarge the field, we ufe the 
prefent conftru@tion of eye glaffes, the 
confequence will be yet worfe, for then 
equal {paces between the wires will not 
correfpond to equal fpaces on the 
object, as thofe who are converfant in 
the principles of optics well know; 
and as this inequality depends on the 
form, pofition, and refractive power of 
that eye-glafs which is placed between 
the object glafs and image, we cannot 
obtain data fufficiently exact, to allow 
for the error. 

Thofe, Mr. Ramfden obferves, wha 
have been fenfible of this defect have 
thought to correét it by the application 
of an achromatic eye-glafs, founded 
on the fame principle as the achromatic 
object-glafs is founded on, not fuppo- 
fing that it was poflible to correct the 
errors above fpoken of, otherwife than 
by combining a concave lens with 
convex ones? but the violent and con- 
trary refractions occafioned by the 
large fize of the lenfes which it is 
neceflary to ufe for this purpofe, in 
proportion to their focal lengths, not 
only caufe great lofs of light, but render 
it alfo utterly impractical to correct the 
fpherical aberration, fo as to obtain an 
angle of vifion much larger than may 
be had by a fingle eye-glafs. But, 
however impoffible it may hitherto 

have 


* This fexmon and this effgy were B eyry at Berwick, but the title page informs us they 
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have appeared to correét both caufes of 
aberration by two-convex lenfes, when 
both are placed between the image and 
eye, Mr. Ramfden thinks he has, in 
this paper, fully fhewn the practica- 
bility of it. He thinks, alfo, that the 
remarks he has here put together will 
throw light on the general theory of 
eye-glafles, which feems not hitherto 
to have been well underftood. 

Mr. Ramfden’s method of correcting 
thefe aberrations is as follows: He 
places a plano-convex lens very near to, 
ahd with its plane fide towards an 
object or image formed in the focus 
of the objett-glafs of a telefcope. 
‘Phe image, magnified by this lens 
will, from the pofition of it, be, as 
to fenfe, free r colours: but the 
refpective foci of a lens fo placed 
being very near each other, and on the 
fame fide of it, the emergent pencils 
fall diverging on the eye, and, con- 
fequently, give indiftin¢t vifion. To 
remove this effect, Mr. Ramfden places 
a fecond lens, of the fame form, be- 
tween the eye and the former one, 
with its convex fide towards it; and a 
little within the focus of it, fo that 
the combined focus of the two lenfes 
may be in the place of the image. By 
this means the rays are made to fall 
parallel on the eye, and, of courfe, 
fhew the obj } diftinétly. If, by 
putting the firft lens very near the 
image, any imperfection in it becomes 
too vifible, the diftance will admit of 
confiderable increafe, without pro- 
ducing any bad effects: for theory, as 
well as experiment, fhews that a {mall 
aberration, caufed by the different 
refrangibility of light, is of little con- 
fequence when compared with the 
fame quantity of aberration arifing 
from the fpherical figure of the lenfes ; 
and even that fmall degree of colour- 
ing in the fecond lens Mr. Ramfden 
fhews how to correét, if it be thought 
neceflary. . 

Our author proceeds to fhew, by 


' proper diagrams, that this compofition 


of the eye-glafles of telefcopes is 
équally well adapted for obviating the 
abertation arifing from the fpherical 
oe of the lenfes—that in both, 
where it becomes neceflary to ufe glafles 


“: 








which are large portions of a fphere, 
nothing more is requifite than to make 
the pencil on fuch lens as fmall as 
poflible; and that the direétion of the 
rays in each pencil may be regulated 
at pleafure, when they approach the 
axis of the telefcope. He further 


obferves that it has been ufual to con... 


fider that form and pofition of the eye. 
glafies beft, which would make the 
encils, from every part of the field, 
interfect each other in the axis of the 
telef{cope, at the place of the eye; but 
this, he afferts, will be of little con- 
fequence, feeing that the diameter of a 
encil in this place is generally much 
lefs than the pupil of the eye; and 
nothing more is requifite than that 


the eye fhould take in the ‘rays from. 


the different parts of the field, at the 
fame time: the field of a telefcope will 
be moft perfect when the conftruction 
of the eye-glaffes is fuch that the focus 
of an extreme, and of a central pencil, 
are at the fame diftance from the eye; 
and this, he proceeds to fhew, is very 
nearly the cafe in the conftru¢tion here 
recommended. 

Thus we have, fays Mr. Ramfden, 
a fyitem of eye-glafies which may be 
taken out of the telefcope and wiped 
at pleafure. Orthe magnifying power 
of the telefcope may be varied, with- 
out affecting the line of collimation, 
orin any manner altering the adjuft- 
ment of the inftrument which it is 
applied to. In the prefent greatly 
improved ftate of telefcopes, too, that 
difagreeable appearance of the wires, 
arifing from the great power of the 
eye-glafles, is, in a great meafure, re- 
moved; and the fame principle may 
be ufefully employed in many other 
cafes. 

Before our author concludes, he 
informs us, that what he has delivered 
in this paper is only to be confidered 
as an explanation of this very ufeful 
conftruction; that mathematical in- 
veftigations and demonftrations require 
more leifure than is confiftent with his 
avocations; and he, therefore, requetts 
and hopes, that fome perfon of more 
leifure, or, as he modeftly expreffes 
himfelf, of greater abilities in the 
feience of optics, will favour the 
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world with a general theorem, expref- 
five of the exact form of the firft lens, 
according to its diftance from the 


LITERARY REVIEW. 





3 tg 
image, in order to make the applica- 
tion of the principle more univerfal and 
eafy. 


Art. LVI. Memorials of Human Superftition; being a Paraphrafe and Commen- 


“tary on the Hiftoria Flagellantium of the Abbé Botleau, Doctor of the Sorbonne, 


Canon of the Holy Chapel, Sc. By one who is not a Doéior of the Sorbonne. 20 


Edit. Svo. Robinfon. 


(Concluded from our laf, page 237+) 


WE fhall now finifh our review of 
this entertaining work, from the perufal 
of which we have received much real 

leafure. 

The feventeenth chapter treats of 
the claims of the Weltern Chriftian 
churches, with regard to flagellation. 
It then relates the itories of Henry the 
Second of England, and Henry the 
Fourth of France, who both fuffered 
publicly this mode of abfolution. ‘The 
former, after the death of Becket, and 
the latter, to clear himfelf from herefy 
and excommunication. Henry the 


‘Fourth, however, be it remembered, 


was whipped by proxy. ‘The whole 
‘chapter is remarkably pleafant. It con- 
‘cludes thus : 


‘¢ From the above two inttances of Henry the 
Second of England, and Henry the Fourth of 


.France (the authenticity of which is beyond a 


doubt) we find that two crowned heads, Kings 
of the two moit powerful itates in Europe, both 
of the name of Henry, have publicly fubmitted 
to the difcipline of flagellation, either in their 
own perion, or by proxy: the one, to preferve 
his crown; and the other,.in order to quality 
himfelf for taking pofletlion of it. I defire the 
judicious reader to ponder all thefe facts, and 
not to charge me with having chofen too unim- 
portant a fubject to treat in this work.” 

‘ In the twenty-third chapter, the 
author gives an account of the public 
proceffions of flagellating penitents that 
take place in Catholic countries, as 
well as of other ceremonies of a fimi- 


Jar kind, and then concludes as fol- 


‘lows: 


“* However, thefe ftark-naked proceffions per- 
formed by the cynic philofophers, by the Ada- 
mites, the Turlupins, the Picards, and by Bro- 
ther Juniperus, never met, we find, with any 
great and laiting countenance from the public: 
and as beatings without nakedaefs, that is mere 
baftinadoes, have generally been confidered as 
being but dull and unmeritorious acts of penance, 
and accordingly never experienced any degree of 
encouragement, fo, nakednefs without beatings 
has been but inditterently practifed or relithed. 
But when fiagellations have been ufed, then has 
the fcen¢ become cheered and enlivencd; then 
have penitents entertained fufficieat contcioufnefs 


of their merit to continue their exercifes with 
perfeverance and regularity; then have ‘nume- 
rous converts contributed to perpetuate the prac- 
tice; then haye the world thought the affair 
worth engaging their attention, and public 
fhews, ceremonies, and folemnities have been 
inftituted. 

*¢ Ceremonies of this kind have, however, 
been planned with different fuccefs, by which 
I mean with different degrees of ingenuity, 
among different nations. 

*¢ The fiagellating folemnities, for inftance, 
that took place in Lacedemon are not in any 
degree intitled to our approbation: very far 
from it. The cruel advantage that was taken 
in them of the filly pride of boys, to prevail upan 
them to fuffer themfelves to be cut to pieces, 
rendered fuch ceremonies a practice of really a 
brutifh kind; andJt is difficult to decide whe- 
ther there was in them more inhumanity, or 
ftupidity. The fame is to be faid of the folem- 
nities of a fimilar kind that were periormed 
among the Thracians. 

‘© Lefs exceptionable than thofe juft men- 
tioned certainly were the ceremonies exhibited 
by the Egyptians, and by the Syrian priefts of 
Bellona; fince it is evident that no compulfion 
whatever took place in them in regard to any 


perion. 


“© The fame obfervation is to be made in 
favour of the proceifions of modern Flagellants, 
in which every one has the fcourging of his own 
{kin; and at the-fame time it muit be confefled 
that the gallantry and courthhip paid to the fajr 
fex that fo eminently prevail in thofe proceffions 
are circumftances that greatly recommend them. 
On the other hand, the gleomy affectation of 
fanctity, which is mixed with the feitivity and 
pageantry of thofe difciplining folemnities, gives 
the whole an air of hypocrify, which is in fome 
meafure difguiting; and the degree of real cruelty 
with which they are attended cannot but 
eompleat the averfion of fuch perfons as ufe has 
not reconciled to the thought of them. 

‘* The feftival of the Lupercalia that was per- 
formed in Rome had indeed greatly the advan- 
tage of all the ceremonies of the kind that ever 
were inftituted. It really deferved to have been 
contrived, or continued, by a people more polite 
or reiined than the Romans, efpecially in early 
times, are reprefented to us to have been. 

‘© Among other excellencies the feftival we 
fpeak of poilefied, it was performed only onee a 
year, and continued but a few days: for cere~ 
monies of this fort ought to occur but feldom, 
an. be only of fhort duration: and it was, like a 
fhort time of Saturnalia, duting which each fez 
kindly exhibited to the fight of che other-thefe 
perional charms aad advantages which they 
wilelv 
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wifely kept hidden during the reft of the whole 
7 the fecond place, the real defign of the 
whole tranfaction was pretty openly and candidly 
acknowledged: and if we except the few reli- 
gious rites by which the ceremony was begun, 
which ferved togive dignity to it, and the notion 
of the power of the flaps of the Luperci, which 
gave importance to the whole folemnity, it was 
agreed fairly enough on all fides, that no more 
was meant than temporary paitime and amufc- 
ment. 

«© In the third place, no cruelty whatever 
took place in the performance of the teitival 
we fpeak of, nor was it potfible any fhould; and 
from the lightnefs and the breadth of the ttraps 
which 25, Pesca ufed, we may judge of their 
tender anxiouinefs not two do, through zeal or 
other caufe, any injury to the fair objects who 
made application to them. 

«¢ When one of the three bands of Luperci 
(out of which every man who wanted an excellent 
ihape or elegant addrefs was, no doubt, irre- 
miifibly black-balled) had been let loofe out of 
the temple of the God Pan, and after the 
coming of a Lupercus into any particular ftreet 
had been announced, by the flourifhes of the 
hautboys, clarinets, trumpets, kettle-drums, and 
other mufical inftruments that were ftationed 
near the entrance of it (for we are abfolutely to 
fuppofe that mufic contributed to embellifh fo 
charming a feftival) fome one of the amiable 
perfons who pippoied to receive benefit from 
the Lupercus’s fervices moved out of the crowd, 
and thre@ herfeif into his way. 

«© On the fight of her the whole fiercenefs of 
the Lupercus became foftened. However kind- 
Jed his fpirits might have becn by the religious 
rites by which the ceremony was begun, by the 
eourfe he had just performed, and the fight of the 
multitude of fpectators who lined the fiseeis, 
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whatever in fhort might be that {tate of fever in 
which Feftus feems to reprefent him, the fe- 
bruans Lupercus, at the fight of the lovely crea- 
ture who obftructed his paflage, felt his agita- 
tion fucceeded by fenfations of the moft bene. 
volent fort. 

** So far from entertaining defigns of a fevere 
or cruel nature, he fcarcely poilefled fufficient 

wer to raife his arm, and perform with a faint 
Pand the office that was expected from him, 
His bofom was filled with the fofteft paffions, 
Intirely loft in the contempiation of the levely 
object that made application to him, alrzady did 
he begin to have thoughts of employing remedies 
of a more obvious and natural kind already, 
forgetting all mankind, did he attempt to in. 
clote her in his arms; when the acclamations 
of the fpectators and the fudden explofion of the 
mufical inftruments at once recalled him to him- 
felt; he tlew trom the amiable perfon who had 
thus fo thoroughly engaged his attention, and 
haftened to other obje¢ts equally amiable, who 
likewife came to crave his affiitance. If I was 
called upon to give my vote fer any ceremony of 
the kind here mentioned, I would give it for 
the feitival of the Lupercalia, efpecially with the 
improvements that had been made in it about 
the time of Pope Gelafius.”’ 


We fhall here take leave of this ex- 
traordinary book, with obferving, that 
the humour, ingenuity, and real learn. 
ing contained in fome of the articles, 
render them worthy of the pen of 
their author; while others, though 
without any grofinefs and open vio- 
lation of decency, border perhaps too 
much upon wantonnefs to do him any 
wonderful credit. 





By Hugh Blair, D. D. 


exe of the Miniflers of the High Church, and Proféffor of Khetoric and Belles Lettres 


gt the Univerfity of Edinburgh. 


4to. 2 Vols. Cadell, Creech, &c. 


(Continued from page 138.) 


HAVING already given an account 
of the firft volume ot thefe Le¢tures, 
we now proceed to the fecond. In 
the firft volume the author treated 
largely of language and ftyle; he now 
afcends a flep higher, and examines 
the fubjects upon which ftyle is em- 
ployed. He begins with what is pro- 
perly called eloquence, or public fpeak- 
ing; confiders the different kinds of 
it; the manner fuited to each; the 
proper diftribution and management 
of allthe parts of a difcourfe; and the 
0 “ececommengy or delivery of it. 

efore he enters on any of thefe heads, 
he takes a view of the nature of elo- 
quence in general, and of the ftate in 





which it has fubfifted in different ages 
and countries. 

The beit definition which can be 
given of eloquence, he thinks, is the 
art of {peaking in fuch a manner as to 
attain the end for which we {fpeak. 
Whenever a man fpeaks or writes, he 
is fuppofed, as a rational being, to 
have fome end in view; either to in- 
form, or to amufe, or to perfuade, or, 
in fome way or other, to act upon his 
fellow-creatures. He who fpeaks or 
writes in fuch a manner as to adapt all 
his words moft effectually to that end 
is the moft eloquent man. Whatever 
then the fubjeét be, there is room for 
eloquence; but, as the moft important 

Sy Trabjett 
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fabje&t of difcourfe is action or con- 
duct, the power of eloquence chiefly 
pears when it is employed to in- 
fluence conduct, and perfuade to ac- 
tion. As it is principally with refe- 
rence to this end-that it becomes the 
object of art, eloquence may, under 
this view of it, be defined the art of 
rfuafion. 

This being once eftablifhed, certain 
confequences immediately follow, which 

int out the fundamental maxims of 
the art. It follows clearly, that, in 
order to perfuade, the moft effential re- 
quifites are, folid argument, clear me- 
thod, a charatter of probity appearing 
in the fpeaker, joined with fuch graces 
of ftyle and utterance as fhall draw 
our attention to what he fays. Good 
fenfe is the foundation of all. In -or- 
der to perfuade a man of fenfe, we 
mutt firft convince him ; which is only 
to be done by fatisiying Jjs under- 
fanding of the reafonable nefs of what 
1s propofed to him. 

Convincing and perfuading, though 
they are fometimes confou aded, im- 
port, notwithftanding, different things, 
=~ ought to be diftinguifh ed from 

ach other. Convi¢tion affects the 
deifeniling only; perfuafion, the 
will and the practice. It is the bufi- 
nefs of the philofopher to convince me 
of truth; it is the bufinefs of the ora- 
tor to perfuade me to act agreeably to 
y engaging my affections on its 

Conviction and perfuafion do 
Shey ought, 


ide. 


’ gus laily Se 
lowed the difecie -¢ of our uncerftand- 
ing. But as our nature !s cenitituted , 
we may be convinced that virtue, jui- 
tice, or public {pirit, are laudable, 
while, at the fame time, we are not 
perfuaded to act according to them. 
The inclination may revolt, thoug gh 
the underfta nding be fatisied: the paf- 
fions may prevail againft the judge- 
ment. Conviction is, however, al- 
Ways one avenue to the inclination or 
heart; and it is that which an orator 
muft firft find his ftrength to gain: for 
no perfuafion is likely to be ftable 
which is not founded on convi@ion. 
But, in order to perfuade, the orator 
Lonp, Mag, April 1784. 
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muft go farther than merely producing 
conviction; he mutt confider man as a 
creature moved by many different 
fprings, and muft aé upon them all. 
He muft addrefs himfelf to the paf- 
fions ; he muft point to the fancy, and 
touch the heart; and, hence, befides. 
folid argument and clear method, all 
the conciliating and interefting arts, 
both of compofition and pronuncia- 
tion, enter into the idea of eloquence. 
We may diftinguifh three kinds or 
cegrees of eloquence. ‘The firft and 
loweft, is that which aims only at 
pleafing the hearers. Such, generally, 
is the eloquence of panegyrics, inau- 
gural orations, addrefies to great men, 
&c.—A fecond and higher degree of 
eloquence is, when the {peaker aims 
not merely to pleafe, but alfo to in- 


form, to inftruét, to convince; when 
lis art 1s exerted in removing ps reju- 
dices againtt himfelf and his caufe, in 


choofing the meft proper arguments, 
fiating them with the greateit force, 
arrangi ing them in the beft order, ex- 
pref ng and delivering them with pro- 
priety "and beauty; and thereby dif- 
pofing us to pafs that judgement, or 
embrace that fide of the caufe to which 
he wifhes to bring us. Within this 
compals, chielly, is employed the elo- 
quence of the bar. 

But there isa third, and ftill higher 
degree of eloquence, wherein a greater 
yower is exerted over the human mind; 
by which we are not only convinced, 
but are interefted, agitated, and carried 
along with the foeaker; our paffions 
are made to rife together with his; 
we enter into all his emotions; we 
love, we deteft, we refent, according 
as he infpires us; and are prompted to 
retolve, or to act, with vigour and 

warmth. Debate, in popular affem- 
blies, epens the moft illuftrious field to 
this fpecies of eloquence ; and the pul- 
pit aifo admits it. 

Under this head, our author obferves 
very juftly, that the high eloquence 
laft mentioned is always “the ollspring 
of paffion. By pati ion, he means that 
fate of the mind in which it is agi- 
tated and fired by fome object it has 


in view. A man may convince, and 
roy 


even perfuade others to act by mere 
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reafon and argument. But that de- 
gree of eloquence which gains the ad- 
miration of mankind, and properly 
denominates one an orator, is never 
found without warmth or paffion. Paf- 
fion, when in fuch a degree as to roufe 
and kindle the mind, without throw- 
ing it out of the poffeffion of itfelf, 
is univerfally found to exalt all the 
human powers. It renders the mind 
infinitely more enlightened, mure pe- 
actrating, more vigorous and mafterly, 
than it is in its catm moments. A 
man actuated by a ftrong paffion be- 
comes much greater than he is at other 
times. He is confcious of more ftrength 
and force; he utters greater fenti- 
ments, conceives higher defigns, and 
executes them witha boldnefs and a 
felicity, of which, on other occafions, 
he could not think himfelf capable. 
But chiefly with refpeé to perfuafion 
is the powers of pafhon felt. Almoft 
every man, in paifion, is eloquent. 
Then he is at no lofs for words and 
arguments. He tranfmits to others, 
by a fort of contagious fympathy, the 
warm fentiments which he feels; his 
looks and geftures are all perfuafive; 
and nature here fhews herfelf infinitely 
more powerfu} than all art. This is 
the foundation of that juft and noted 
rule: fi vis me flere, dolendum eff primum 
ipft fibi. 

‘Thefe are fome of the principal ideas 
that occurred to our author concerning 
— in general. He now. pro- 
ceeds to confider in what ftate it has 
fubfifted in different ages and nations. 
It is not till the rife of the Grecian 
republics, he fays, that we find any 
remarkable appearances of eloquence or 
the art of perfuafion; and thefe gave 
it fuch a field as it never had before, 
and, perhaps, has never had again fince 
that time. 

Our readers will be highly pleafed 
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with what the Doétor fays of the Greek 
and Roman orators, whofe refpective 
merits and characters he has marked 
in a very able and accurate manner, 
and has difplayed with equal difcern- 
ment in his account of the ftate of 
eloquence in modern times. 
aving treated of the nature of elo. 

quence in general, and of the ftate in 
which it has fubfifted in different ages 
and countries, our author proceeds to 
confider the different kinds of public 
fpeaking, the diftinguifhing characters 
of each, and the rules which relate to 
them. ‘The ancients divided all ora- 
tions into three kinds; the demon- 
ftrative, the deliberative, and the ju- 
dicial. Door Blair follows that di- 
vifion which the train of modern 
ee naturally points out to us, 
taken from the three great fcenes of 
eloquence, popular affémblies, the bar, 
and the pulpit; each of which has a 
diftinét character that particularly fuits 
it. ‘This divifion coincides in part 
with the ancient one. ‘The eloquence 
of the bar is precifely the fame with 
what the ancients called the judicial; 
the eloquence of popular affemblies, 
though moftly of what they term the 
deliberative fpecies, yet admits alfo of 
the demonftrative. The eloquence of 
the pulpit is altogether of a diftin& 
nature, and cannot be properly re- 
duced under any of the oaths of the 
ancient rhetoricians. 

In this _ of his work our author 
“tee us fome extra¢ts from Demoft- 

enes—an analyfis of Cicero’s oration 
for Cluentius, and a critical examina- 
tion of Bifhop Atterbury’s fermon on 
praife and thankfgiving. ‘The rules 
and obfervations which refpec a fer- 
mon as a particular fpecies of compo- 
fition cannot fail of being acceptable 
to a numerous clafs of our readers. 

(To be continued.) 


Art. LVIII. Anecdotes of the Ruffian Empire; in a Series of Letters, written @ 
fevs Years ago from St. Peterfourgh. 8vo. Cadell. 


(Continued from page 240.) 


WE fhall now refume our account 
of this entertaining volume, and purfue 
the plan which we adopted in the be- 
ginning of the article. 


5 


Letrer III. Anecdotes of the Em- 
prefs of Ruffia. By thefe accounts, fhe 
rifes at five in the morning, and is 


engaged in bufinefs till near ten. She 
thea 
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then breakfafts, attends prayers, dines 
at two, fits in her own apartment till 
five; then fhe drinks tea, fees aps so 4 
goes to fome place of public amufe- 
ment, or plays at cards, and retires at 
ten. In the morning, between prayers 
and dinner fhe takes an airing, but 
wifhes not to be noticed or faluted as 
Emprefs. 

She is fond of having fmall parties 
at her palace, and attends balls or 
mafquerades at the houfes of her 
nobility. When fhe retires to her 
country palaces fhe lays afide all ftate 
and grandeur, and even fines any of 
her ladies a rouble, a coin in value about 
four fhillings, if they rife from their 
feats when fhe enters the apartment. 

She is generous and humane. Her 
affability engages univerfal love. But, 
perhaps, fhe can fmile, and {mile, and 
—but you know the reft, as Mr. 
Richardfon fays. 

Letrer IV. Contains an account 
of the Proceedings of the Deputies affem- 
bled by the Emprefs from the different 
parts of her empire, for making laws. 
Atthefe meetings, every member is fo 
much fubject to the control of the 
fovereign, that freedom of fpeech is 
denied. She, it fhould feem, makes 
the laws, although fhe is willing to 
allow thefe deputies to fem to form the 
fyficm of legiflation. 

Lerrer V. ‘This is only an ex- 
tract, and contains an account of the 
thank/giving for the recovery of the 
Emprefs and Great Duke from the 
{mail pox. : 
 Lerrer VL Contains an account of 
the diftribution of the prizes inthe 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, which 
we have already* laid before our readers, 
and alfo a Ruffian tragedy, reprefented 
by young ladies. 

Lerrer VII. The canfes of the 
Turkife war. ‘This letter was written 
in January 1769, foon after the Em- 
prefs had deciared war againit the 
Turks. 

Letrrer VIII. An account of the 
Ruffian winter, which is entertaining, 
lively, and full of information. 

Lerrer IX. Religion of the Ruffians, 
and of their clergy. The Greek 
church is full of ceremony and pro- 
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ceffion, rich pictures, fhowy dreffes, 
fmoaking cenfers, and folemn mufic. 
But yet the clergy are by no means, 
according to our entertaining author, 
exemplary; nor are the laity remarka- 
bly upright. ‘They are exaét in per- 
forming the rites prefcribed by the 
church, but yet murder and theft are 
too frequently committed. The clergy 
themfelves in general are very igno- 
rant. ‘They rarely preach, and the 
whole knowledge often confifts in 
being able to read the old Rufs or 
Sclavonian language. But, notwith- 
ftanding their fuperftition and igno- 
rance, they are very tolerant, for it 
feems they allow that men of a differ- 
ent perfuafion from themfelves may 
go to heaven, but then they will there 
find the Ruffians their Superiors. 

Lerrer X. Dated May 12, are 
nouncing the opening of the Ruffian 
Spring, thus concludes: ‘* A fhort 
letter this you will fay, anda fhort 
account of a Ruffian fpring. Itis fo: 
but a long defcription would be un- 
fuitable, when 2 Ruffian fpring is the 
fubjeét.” 

Letter XI. Raffan Agriculture, 
which is the fubject of this letter, is 
{till in its infancy, on account of the 
flavery of the peafants. The Emprefs 
endeavours to promote the knowledge 
of this art, by every ye means, 
and forms colonies of ftrangers, to 
whom fhe prefents an eftablifhment. 

Letter XII. May be confidered as 

a continuation of the feventh, as it 
relates the progrefs of the war between 
the Turks and the Ruffians. 
' Letrrer XIII. Contains, befide 
other curious particulars and fenfible 
remarks, fome anecdotes of Count 
Munich, which will highly entertain 
the reader. ; 

Lerress XIV. XVII. and XVIII. 
are principally filled with relations of 
the progrefs of the war. The laft con- 
cludes with the following curious paf- 
guinade, which was handed about at 
St. Peterfbourgh, after the reduction of 
Chotzim: 


‘¢ Prince Galitzin having been obliged to 
retreat from Chotzim, found himfelf much 
embarafled. One night he was fo anxious he 
could not fleep. He roe, drefled himfelf, and 
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heard too perfons fpeaking at the door of his 
his tent. An old foldier was telling his dream 
to the centinel. I dreamed (faid he) that I was 
in a’ battles; that my head was cut off; con- 
fequently that I died; and confequently went 
to heaven. I knocked at the door. Peter came 
with a bunch of keys, and made fo much noile, 
that he wakened God, who came in great hafte, 
and enquired what was the matter? Why, fays 
Peter, there is a great war upon earth, ‘between 
the Kuffians and the Turks. And who, faid 
the Supreme Being, commands the Rutfians? 
Count Munich, replied the Saint. Then, 
faid God, I may go and fleep. I wakened, 
faid the old foldier; but fell afleep, and dreamed 
again. The circumftances of the fecond dream 
were precifely the fame with thofe of the firft, 
excepting that the war in which I fancied 
myfelf engaged was not that of Count Munich, 
but that which we are now waging. Accord- 
ingly, when God afked Peter who commanded 
the Ruffians? the Saint told him, it was Prince 
Galitzin. Then, faid God, get me my boots, 
for now they nced me.—-In a fhortgtime aiter, 
the Turkifh bridge over the Neifter was fwept 
away by a fleod.’’ 


LetTErR XV. prefents us with a 
view of the fate of the Finlanders, who 


eer eel 
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differ confiderably from the Ruffians 
in their language and religion: neither 
are they fo tall nor fo handfome. ‘The 
Fins are treated by them with the ut- 
moft infult and abufe. An excurfion 
into Carelia fills part of this letter, 
and affords fome fcope for the exertion 
of Mr. Richardfon’s elegant powers of 
defcription. 

Letrer AVI. contains fome Fables 
tranflated from the German of Lefling, 
which we fhall prefent to our readers 
on fome future occafion. 

Lerrer XIX. Only part of this 
letter appears. It contains the verfes 
to a lady, with fome flowers, which 
our readers will find in our poetical de- 
parment of laft month. 

In our next we fhali probably con- 
clude our account of thefe anecdotes, 
from which we have gathered much 
information and entertainment. 
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THE ENGLISH THEATRE, AND REGISTER OF PUBLIC 
| ENTERTAINMENTS. 


bes Englifh Theatre affords us only one 
fubjeét in the courfe of laft month. The 
advanced ftate of the feafon, indeed, prevents us 
from expecting more novelties than we have had, 
and may likewife make us furprifed why the 


manager fhould have delayed the opera now be- 
fore us to a period of the feafon when the town 
is thin of fafhionable people, and the theatrical 
nights are principally occupied by benefits —— 
But of this, more anon, 


COVENT-GARDEN. 


April 17. A new opera was prefented at this 
theatre called Ronin Hoop; or, Sherwood 
Foreft, written by Mr. M‘Nally, author of Re- 
taliation and Triliram Shandy, two farces which 
have been played with canfiderable approbation. 
The characters and flory are as follow: 


DRAMATIS PERSONA. 


Robin Hood Mr. Bannifter. 
Little John Mr. Quick. 
Ruttekin Mr. Fawin. 
Firzherbert , Mr. Booth. 
Scarlet Mr. Brett. 
Allen-a-Dale Mr. Davies. 
Bowman Mr. Darley. 
Edwin Mr. “Yohnjon. 
Clorinda Mrs. Martyr. 
Stella Mrs. Kemble. 
Margaret Mrs. Kenzcdy. 
Annette Mrs. Bil/. Ne 
Angelina Mrs. Banzifter. 


Laffes, Archers, &c. 

The bufinefs of this Opera lies in Sherwood 
Foreft, where hiftory intorms us Robin Hood 
and his men lived a terrour to the neighbouring 
country. ‘The plot is Goldfmith’s bailad of Ed- 
win and Angelina, Turn, gentle hermit of the dale, 
éc. and the fuypofition ot Kebin Hoou’s loying 
the fair Clorinda. 


Edwin, crofied in his amour with Angelina, 
refolves on a voyage to the Holy Land, but after- 
wards, finding lite infupportable without the ob- 
jectof his paflion, he determines to revifit his 
native country, England, and endeavour again 
to meet her confent. In his abfence fhe like- 
wife is uneafy, and knowing whither he was 
gone, difguifes herfelf asa Palmer, and with an 
attendant travels the Holy Land; but not find- 
ing Edwin, fhe returns to England, and arrives 
at Sherwood Foreit, where her lover was, he 
having been attacked, pafling theroad near Not- 
tingham, by Robin Hood’s men, who gave him 
his liberty, on which he turned hermit, and 
lived at the extremity of the foreft, where the 
arriving, is benighted, but difcovering light at a 
diftance, fhe with her attendant, joined by the 
tinker of famous memory, advance towards it, 
which proves to be the hermit, who conducts 
them to his habitation, where, on telling their 
adventures, they recognife each other, and mu- 
tual love fucceeds ; this, with the epifodes of Scare 
jet and Stella, Allen-a-Dale and Margaret, form 
the bufinefs of the piece; who are all married on 
the arrival of a meflenger from the King, with 
fuil pardon for Robin Hood, and permiflion tor 
his marriage with Clorinda. That every thing 
ihouid be preferved contained in the history of 
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our hero, the friar is not forgot, but remembered 
as father Fitzherbert. 

The itory of Robin Hood feems to have been 
a favourite fubject for the drama ** A Paitoral 
pleafant Comedie of Robinhood and little John 
was entered in the books of the Stationer’s Com- 
pany in 1594. “* Robin Hood’s Paftoral May 
Gxames’’ is recorded to have appeared in 1624. 
«Robin Hood, an Opera’? was acted at Lee’s 
and Harper’s booth, Bartholomew fair, 1730. 
«© Robin Hood and his Crew of Scldiers; an in- 
terlude,’’ in 1627. ‘* And Robin Hood, a mu- 
{ical entertainment,’’? was performed at Drury 
Lane Theatre in 17513 which having little more 
than mufical merit to recommend it, met with 
no great fuccefs. 

Little or nothing is tobe picked up from our 
hiftorians, concerning the great archer, Robin 
Hood. Ina note upon Rapia’s hittory it is no- 
ticed, that ** about this time (1199)Lived the 
famous Robin Hood, with his companion Little 
Johe, who were faid to infeft Yorkthire with 
their robberies. Some will have him to have 

een of a great family, and reduced to that courfe 
oflife by riotous living. He never hurt either 
man or woman, {pared the poor, and robbed only 
therich. Proclamation being iffued out againtt 
him, he fellfick at the Nunnery of Berkeley; 
and, defiring to be let blood, was betrayed and 
bled to death.’”*—Thorfby, in his history of 
Leeds, gives the following infcription, which he 
faysis hardly legible : 

«¢ Here undernead dis laitle ftean 

Laiz robert Earl of Huntigtun 

Nea arcir ner az hie fa gued 

An piple kauld im robin heud 

Sick utlawz as hi an iz men 

Vil england niver si agen. 

Obiit 24 kal. dekembris, 1247.” 

The author of this opera has done nothing but 
write the dialogue, which is every where fcanty, 
and compile the ballads, which are felected from 
Milton, Goldfmith, Shirley, Bate, Johnton’s 
collection, Irith ballads, &c. &c. There is not 
that ftru¢ture of fable in it which we ufually cali 
plot; the itory is fimple, and the termination 
fuch as the audience are led co expect. Never- 
thelefs, there are many ftrokes of pointed fatire 
in it, particularly in the Juffice tcenee The 


- place in the opinion of the public. 
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characters and manners of the times in whick 


Robin Hood is faid to have lived our author 
has totally difregarded. Robin is a fentimen- 
tal Macheath, and Stella, whom the author. 
meant as a rural, paftoral innocent, is a moit 
unnatural combination of ignorance and artful- 
nefs, fimplicity and cunning. The tinker, per- 
haps, has fome claim to character, but he, 
likewife, feems to know more than reafonably. 
can be expected to fall to his fhare. On the 
whole, however, the dialogue is chafte, and not. 
tirefome, if we except the fcene of diftovery be- 
tween Edwin and Angelina, which is infuffer- 
able, from the bungling manner in which it is 
performed. 

The mufic of this opera, like the ballads, is 
to be divided among many. The overture is a 
compoiition of Mr. Baumgarten’s, and belongs 
to an atterpiece played fome years ago. The 
lait movement is very beautiful. Shields, we 
believe, is the compofer of the airs, excepting a 
duct to Dr. Harrington’s ‘** How fweet in the 
woodlands,’” Earl Mornington’s glee, and 
Smith’s prize glee. The mufic altogether forms 
as rich a treat as ourears have been feafted with for 
fome time in the Englith theatre, and gives a 
merit to this opera which will infure it a high 
From the 
characters, our readers will perceive that the 
whole ftreagth of the houfe has been employed, 
nor perhaps ever to better advantage. Each per- 
former exerted himfel?, and the applaufe be- 
itowed on this opera has been very general. 

There are arcana in the management of a 
theatre which we do not pretend to dive into, 
but when we confider the pains taken both by 
the author of the dialogue and the compofer of 
the mufic to render this piece, what it certainly 
is, a moft pleafing entertainment to the public, 
we can fee no reafon why a manager fhould keep 
it back until the end of the feafon, to the great 
detriment of thofe concerned in it. In doing 
fo he neither confults his intereft, nor difplays 
his wifdom, and we hope the managers of this 
houfe will take from the fuccefs of the piece a 
leffon, which, if they continue to detpife, may 
foon be taught them by empty houfes and de. 
clining tafte. 





EXHIBITION——SOMERSET-PLACE. 


THE annual exhibition of paintings at this 
place beganon Monday April 25. In our next 
we mean to give a full account ot the moft meri- 
torious of the paintings. In the mean time, we 
are forry to fay, that, owing to fome difpute be- 
tween Mr. Gainiborough and the proprictors of 
the rooms, that eminent artilt has becn under the 
neceflity of removing his paintings. In this he 





has been followed by fome other artifts, from the 
fame motives, who are now meditating a new 
exhibition. Such contentions among men of ac- 
knowledged excellence muit ever be regretted, 
but where pride, petulance, and envy creep in, 
genius mult be diicouraged, and ability artfuily 
clouded. 








RANELAGH 


WITH Eafter Monday began our fummer 
amufement. 

Ranelagh has been poorly attended; in truth, 
this, which once was a taihionable rendezvous for 
the idle and the great, is wow almoit catirely 


neglected, and probably foon will be fhut al- 
together. 

Sadler’s- Wells and the riding Houfes, in which 
cogs perform comedies, and horfes dance mi- 
nucis, have opened-with their ufual fucceis—per- 
haps 
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haps greater than ufual, for there is fcarely a 
paultry Clerkenwell houfemaid, whofe falary is 
three pounds per annum, but what thinks fhe has 
a right to vifit publick amufements. With fuch 
company, and occafionally a vifit of frolick and 
whim from the better clafies, thefe houfes con- 





NEW PARLIAMENT. 





April 
tinue to enjoy very profitable feafons. We be- 
lieve fuch places do infinite hurt to the morals of 
the community, but we do not live in an age, 
where the morals of the community are an objet 
of importance in the eyes of the legiflature. 











NEW PARLIAMENT. 


HOSE who regarded the diffolution of 
parliament as a mere temporary expedient 

to confirm his Majefty’s nominzuon of mi- 
nifters, and to give effect to their operations, 
will tind their expectations fully gratified. 
They who wifhed to confider it asa wife and 
patriotic appeal to the people, to extinguifh 
faction, and heal the diftractions of this devoted 
country, if indeed there were any, who enter- 
tained fuch fanguine ideas, ia this degeneracy of 
public {pirit, will experience a difappointment 
the more mortifying, as they will not eafily find 
another object to which they may turn their 
hopes. Whoever is but moderately acquainted 
with the hiftory and characters of men and 
meafures for thefe laft ten years will readily 
perceive how little public motives, or a regard 
tor the reputation, probity, or abilities of can- 
didates have weighed with the generality of 
electors on the prefent oecafion. If the elections 
have not been lefs venal, corrupt, and influenced 
than former elections, it is iurely no libel to 
fay, that the new parliament will not be more 
pure, virtuous, or able than former parliaments. 

From the returns already made, it appears 
that the new parliament will contain a greater 
number of ncw members than any one we 
remember; and, as it is to be prefumed that 
moft of thefe have been intreduced on princi- 
ples hoftile to the coalition, the miniftry will, 
no doubt, open the fcifion with a very conficera- 
ble majority. ‘lhe mortifying repulfes which 
fome of the moft refpectable members of the coa- 
Jition have met with fufficiently dementirate 
that the fenie ot the people is, at prefent, againft 
them; but tl fuccefs in many inftances, and 
the vigorous rev iiance they have in general been 
able to make, even where they have been de- 
feated, ought rather to put their encmies on their 
guard againit the revival of a power fo deeply 
rooted, than to afford them matter of triumph for 
its prefent overthrow. The minitterial victory has 
been no where fo complete, or, we believe, fo 
jittle owing to private or improper confiderations, 
as in the city and county ot York. The city of 
London prefents an example of inconfiftency not 
at all unprecedented in its conduét as a corporate 
bedy, and which is a proof that will over- 
furn a thoufand fubtle arguments, how incom- 
petent great popular afiemblies are to decide upon 
nice political gueitions. The citizens of Lon- 
don were the firit to addrefs his Majeity on the 
difmiffion of an obnoxious miniftry, and they 
have re-elected two of their reprefentatives, who 
fupported that miniitry when in office, and were 
ihe fteady friends of their oppofition when re- 
moved. The conteft tor Wettmintter is ftill un- 
decided, and itili doubtful. Ie may furnith 


amufement for tome future tpeculatizt to remark, 





that the women are unanimous on the fide of 
Mr. Fox, who was never much celebrated for 
his gallantry. 

But though the coalition be repulfed, it is not 
broken. Let it be remembered that its greatett 
ftrength confiits in the abilities of its leaders, 
which neither chance nor calumny, nor the infta. 
bility of popular favour can take away, and that, 
though its power be repreffed for a time, its 
fpirit and its union are not extinét. Its adhe. 
rents will form fo ftrong an oppofition, as will 
uverawe the miniftry, and effectually deter them 
from acting with that promptitude, vigour, and 
decifion which the deplorable fituation of the 
country abfolutely eo Its leading members 
are again placed in the fame fituation in which 
their popularity and their confequence was ori- 
ginally acquired, and their adverfaries in that 
in which it was loft—in which popularity wag 
never long retained. Itis not perhaps fo true, 
that the prefent adminiftration are popular, as 
that their predeceflors were unpopular. There 
are but few of their warmelft advocates who do 
not fecretly cherith fome other favourite arrange- 
ment of things, with which they would each be 
better fatisfied. Thofe who hated Lord North, 
and thofe who hated Mr. Fox were undoubtedly 
the moit numerous defcriptions of men in the 
kingdom, and it their coalition united their 
friends, it, united their enemies alfo. Whatever 
popularity adminittration does poffefs is derived 
joiely from one of its members, and even this 
is rather inherited than acquired. It originates 
in a generous principle of fupporting a maiden 
character, whofe entrance into political life was 
marked with uncommon lultre, and is founded 
rather on fentiment than on reafon and expe 
rience. ‘The {plendid fuccefies of his father’s 
miniftry flattered the ruling paffion of the na- 
tion to its utmoit extent, by giving us a decided 
fuperiority over our natural rival, the object of 
perpetual jealoufy, fear, and hatred. The name 
of Pitt naturally excites a glow of animation and 
confidence in the breaft of every true Englifhiman. 
A tafk of a very different nature awaits the fon, 
in as much as it is more arduous and painful to 
reftore the exhaufted ftrength of a declining ftate, 
than to wield its force when in full vigour. 

But whatever may be the profpects of either 
party, the reftoration of our affairs is equally 
doubtful. It has long been the familiar faying 
of one of our oldeft and wifett ftatefmen “ that 
it is not on the cards to fave us.’’ The plan 
lately adopted of fortifying our coafts againft in- 
vafion is an ominous circymftance. We are 
furprifed it fhould fo long have efcaped the notice 
of declaimers on the times. ‘Time was, when 
the terror of our name ‘was ‘a rampart of bralsy 
when England thought herfelf fecure in aah 
our 
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jour of her fons. Anciently Sparta had no walls, 

the valour of its inhabitants being their beft fe- 

curity againit the enemy, as long as they ob- 

ferved the laws of Lycurgus; but thofe once 

broken, neither walls nor valour could protect 

them. IJnvittam per quingentos annos praftiterat 

evera difciplina ITycurgi: intra annos baud 
multos divitie peffumdeaere. But perhaps there 

js no fuch certain prognoftic of our approaching 

downfal, as the total difregard of moral recti- 

tude in all our political contentions. It is in 

yain that fpeculative or defigning men affail 

our ears with the din of reform, while the 

violation of every virtuous and facred tie among 

individuals is openly countenanctd by all par- 

ties, whenever it can be made fubfervient to 

their advantage. The bonds of fociety are thus 

weakened in the great body of the people, who 
are taught that religion, morality, decency, gra- 

titude—in fhort, every confideration of private 

virtue, may be facrificed without compunction 

at the ihrine of patfion or of intereft. To make 

a convert in politics is now as eagerly fought 
after, as formerly to make a convert in religion ; 

nor is any one thought a lefs valuable acquifition 
for having forfeited his {mall remainder of ho- 

nefty and character by the change. If the fal- 

yation of the country were really at ftake, we 

know not if the end would fan¢tify fuch means. 
Non defenforibus iffis! As {criptural allufions 
have been of late to frequently employed in the 
fenate, in default of better argument, we with 
fome zealous reformer would daily exclaim, 
«© Woe unto you, Pittites and Foxites, hypo- 
crites! for ye compafs fea and land to make one 
profelyte, and when he is made, ye make him 
twofold more the child of corruption than your- 
felves.’’ 

This election has been diftinguifhed by an 
attempt to introduce an innoyation repugnant 
to the genius of Englith reprefentation, by bind- 
ing reprefentatives to obey implicitly the in- 
ftructions ‘of their conitituents, or to refign their 
feats. A teft to that purpofe was fubfcribed by 
the candidates for the city of London, and by 
two of thofe for the county of Middiefex. Mr. 
Byng rejected it in a manner that does honour 
to his candour and his fpirit. This idea, if 
generally adopted, would render the third eftate 
a democracy of the very worlt fort. Setting 
afide the utter impracticability of collecting the 
genuine fenfe of numerous bodies of electors, 
on many occafions, perhaps the chief excellence 
of reprefentation is to temper the violence and 
precipitancy which have ever attended the coun- 
cils of the multitude. It is undoubtedly a de- 
legated truft, but a truit to be exercifed at dif- 
cretion. Its views are not to be limited to the 
partial interefts of individual bodies, but ex- 
tended to the general beneiit of the whole com- 
munity. A Houfe of Commons without dif- 
cretion would be a Houfe of Commons without 
power, and as fuck could neither ailift nor con- 
troul the executive power. qitiny 

In proportion as democracy has prevailed in 
any form of government, the fpirit of party has 
been found to prevail alfo. In this country they 
have been coeval, and of late years have pro- 
duced peculiar effects. As the right to controul 
the executive power was frequently extended to 
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dictate to it, whatever party could command a 
majority in parliament became poflefled of the 
government. ‘The favour of the fovereign was 
found an uncertain road to preferment, and all 
who were ambitious of rifing in the ftate beng 
their views to excel in parliamentary debate, 
The powers of men’s minds have thus been cale 
led forth in an extraordinary degree, but unhap- 
pily, relying on this fingle talent, they have been 
diverted from the more important ftudies of the 
general and relative interefts of nations. The 
ttatefman has been loft in the declaimer. In 
politics they have foared no higher than to the 
dexterous*management of a party. The whole 
force of their abilities has been fpent againft one 
another, and whatever the national {pirit has 
achieved in war has been infallibly loft in nego- 
ciation. Hence we have been over-reached by 
almoft every foreign itate. Hence men have 
been appointed to offices and to commands, not 
in proportion to their merit, but to the rank they 
held in their refpective parties, and we have 
been worfe ferved in every department civil, na- 
val, and military, than alinoit any other nation. 

The enormous and growing accumulation of 
the national debt is an object of very ferious 
concern, and more particularly fo at the prefent 
juncture. We know not whether greater dan- 
ger is to be apprchended irom its contiauance or 
annihilatiun. The pgactice of funding was un- 
known to antiquity. The treafures of war were 
hoarded up in time of peace, and as the general 
attention of mankind was turned more to agri- 
culture than to commerce, wars were main- 
tained at lefs expence, and-waged more hy men 
than by money. Carthage is an exception from 
this rule, waote troops confifted almott entirely 
of mercenaries; and yet this city, which could 
not always afford them a general of her own, fubdued 
nations, and was abie to difpute the empire of the 
world by means of money alone. But Carthage 
was the greateit commercial {tate of antiquity. 
The firtt inttance of debt contraéted on parlia- 
mentary fecurity occurs in the reignof Henry VI. 
but this pernicious practice did not become per- 
petual, till the reign of William Il]. when it 
was adopted, as a ture expedient of obliging the 
monied part of the nation to betriend the revolu= 
tion intereft. So far the project was wife and 
falutary, and, confined within moderate bounds, 
might have been beneficial to commerce, but 
though the juitice of entailing endlefs taxes on 
potterity, for advantages which might not bz 
tranfmitted along with the burthens, might very 
fairly be queitioned, fo compendious a methed 
of filling the Treafury being once difcovered, was 
purfued beyond all regard to moderation or po- 
licy, till at length the evil has reached ijuch a 
height, as to threaten to work its own cure, 
though with the ruin of thoufands. It may be 
faid that this ruin would involve only the mere 
ftockholder, the mott ufelefs member of fociety, 
whofe life is patled in torpid indoience or taite- 
lefs luxury, without avocation and without em- 
ployment; that the fame degree of induitry in 
the labouring part of the community will always 
maintain the fame number of perfons in cafe and 
affluence; and that it is of no importance to the 
ftate how often property may be fhirted, or the 
maiter and the driver of the coach change places, 
Thele 
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Thefe arguments are not convincing. The ruin 
would not be confined to the ufelefs ftockholder. 
Almott all who retire from a life of induftry and 
ufefulnefs to enjoy the quiet and the comforts of 
age, place their money in the funds; are they 
and their families to be confidered as ufelefs? 
They would indeed be completely fo, if re- 
duced to poverty and afituation in life for which 
they are unqualified. If commerce be benefited 
by the funds, which is one of the chief argu- 
ments in their favour, then commercial people 
muit be concerned in them, and as far as they 
are concerned they too muit be ruined. No 
ftate can flourifh where wealth is not permanent, 
or at leaft fecure, and, at any rate, this tranfpo- 
fition of mafter and coachman will hardly be 
thought a defirable thing. 

As among the connexions of the prefent mi- 
niftry there are men famous for their fkill in 
calculation, who may think themfelves obliged 
to fupport their rank in the eftimation of the 
world, by propofing fome fcheme for the dimi- 
nution of the national debt, it behoves the pub- 
lic to examine with the utmoft care whatever 
propofition may be brought forward for that pur- 
pofe. The firft rude or untkilful hand that is 

rmitted to tamper with public credit will 
level the whole airy fabric with the duft. When 
thefe gentlemen {hall point out a method of pay- 
ing the debts of an individual by any other 
means than leffening his expences or increafing 
his income, we will then believe that the fame 
principles may be applied with fuccefs to the dif- 
charge of the public debt, without violating 
public faith. No one who recollects that the 
revenue is at prefent two millions annually de- 
ficient will be very apt to fuppofe that it can be 
much increafed beyond making good that deti- 
ciency. If then the taxes be mortgaged to per- 
petuity for the intereit, and the probability of 
raifing a furplus extremely doubtful, it is not 
very likely that thisor any future miniftry will 
be poflefied of fuch rigid and fteady frugality, as 
to make any confiderable progrefs in the pay- 
ment of the principal. Are we then on the eve 
of that crifis which has been fo often predicted, 
when the nation muft deftroy public credit, or 
public credit will deftroy the nation? We with 
we could fee fufficient reafon to be fatisfied that 
we are not. 

But fuppofing the immenfe fums of which the 
revenue is defrauded to be brought into the Ex- 
chequer, and the unknown refources of the 
country to enable us, for a few years longer, to 
go on adding millions to millions of debt, a prac- 
tice ruinous beyond the evidence of a thoufand 
demonitrations, the dangers that threaten pub- 
lic liberty are not lefs alarming than the anni- 
hilation of public credit. The great extent of 
the public debt, and the neceflity of providing 
tor the regular pa ment of the intereift, feems to 
us to have wreited from the hands of the Houle 
of Commons their only conftitutional weapon 
againft the incroachments of the prerogative, 
the right of withholding fupplies, and to have 
ear them impotent and defencelefs in the 
vands of the executive power. The connexions 


of members with the proprietors of the various 
funds are become fo clofe, and their own parti- 
cular concerns in them fo great, as to render 
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them more tenacious of public faith than pru- 
dence, policy, or even ftrict juftice requires. 
While an obiequious minifter fhall proceed with 
firmnefs and caution, while the invafion of j- 
berty fhall be conduéted by flow gradations, and 
each ftep be covered by slaufible pretexts, it is 
not to be expected that any Houfe of Commons 
will refort to means of oppofition, by which 
their own interefts, and thofe of their friends, 
would be fo materially affected. Or thould one 
be found bold enough to hazard the laft extre- 
mity, they would find their efforts baffled by 
means of the popular cdium that would infalli-. 
bly be excited againit them, and a new pazrlia- 
ment would not only grant the minittry indem- 
nity for the pait, but fupport for the future.’ It 
may be faid, that it is at all times eafy to fepa- 
rate the intereft of the funds from the current 
fervices of the year, and to provide for the one, 
and withhold the other; but this is much eafier 
in fpeculation than in practice, and would pro- 
duce exactly the fame ettects, as it would fink 
the price of ttocks to almoit nothing. If liber- 
ty fhould ever be oppretied by thefe means, one 
confolation at leaft will remain, ‘Thofe who 
have contributed to eftablifh the ufurpation will 
be the firft victims of its tyranny. ‘Lhe intereit 
of two hundred and fifty millions will be too 
tempting a prey to efcape the rapacity of a pro- 
fufe and thoughtlefs prince, or an improvident 
and needy miniitry, no longer accountable for 
their actions. The money will be withdrawn 
on the plea of ftate neceflity, and under the mott 
folemn aflurances of being quickly replaced. 
The fweets of the plunder once tafted, reftitu- 
tion will be as unthought of as impoffible, and 
thofe who have facriticed public principle to pri- 
vate advantage will expiate their fhare in en- 
flaving their country by their own ruin. 

To thefe loofe remarks, we fhall fubjoin the 
following contraft, taken from a daily paper, be- 
tween our own conduct and that of a rival na- 
tion, which we think both animated and jutt :— 
While we are engaged in a miferable fcene of 
political intrigue ‘and party difcord, while the 
highett characters in the empire are meanly em- 
ployed in the traffic of taction, the King, mi- 
nifters, and nobility of France, the natural rival 
of England, are exerting their powers to make 
that kingdom the mittrefs of the arts, and the 
emporium of the world. In every branch and 
department of fcience, in all the great purfuits 
of a great nation, in the promotion of zgricul- 
ture, the improvement of their manufactures, 
and the cultivation of the country and people, 
thev have demonttrated the moft liberal and ex- 
tenfive policy. While our preffes have produced 
nothing but pamphiets and hand-bills, libels 
upon individuals, or inflammatory appeals to the 
populace, their prefs has been nobiy employed 
in productions which will live for ever, and 
which are ftandards in the art of printing —While 
our learned inftitutions have been watting their 
time, and degrading their charagters, by tactious 
difputes about places and individuals, the fo- 
cietics of France have been giving noble coun- 
tenance to every promifing difcovery, and have 
promoted experiments in phyfics, and in all the 
arts by the moft liberal encouragement. The 
court of France has fet a grand example to the 
counuy 
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The court of England has been too much occu- 
pied with the factions of the feafon:to liften to 
the calamities—France, at this inftant, is ine 
creajng her marine, reftoring her finances, 
abridging her expence, relieving her people, de- 
taching fquadrons to every corner of the globe, 
diftating to every civilized nation in arts as well 
a3 arms—and we are calling one another names, 
and quarrelling about preferment. 

Thefe are confiderations of a depreffing nature. 
By fome, perhaps, it may be thought better phi- 
lofophy to laugh at misfortunes which we cannot 
cure, and with the worthy knight*, the author 
of the following verfes, from every thing ferious 
to extract matter for mirth and doggerel. The 
verfes are fo tar a curiofity, as they are the firft of 
his own compofition that any member has re- 
cited in parliament. Their being of an amphi- 
bious nature between poetry and politics prevented 
their infertion laft month. As the fuperintend- 
ant of our poetical department denies their re- 
lation to the infpirations of Apollo, we have 
placed them here, and if the reader recollects 
any deity or demon that pretides over politics, 
he may attribute them to his or her influence. 
Sir Richard faid they were the production of a 
fleeplefs night, the feafon in which fuch agents 
are fuppofed to work. 
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His Majefty’s moft gracious anfwer to the mover 
of the late humble, loyal, dutiful, refpettiul 
addrefe. 3 S 


WITH all humility I own & 
Thy power fupreme to mount my throne; 

. And to thy guardian care l give = 89° — 
That fcare-crow thing, Prerogative. (a) > 
O teach my crown to know its:place, * ~ 
Hide it beneath the Speaker’s mace. (b) 

To rule and reign be wholly thine; 

The name of King be only mine. > 
All hail to thee Great Canto Kuan! (cf. 
The Prince’s Prince, the People’s Man, (4) 
I’ll ne’er prefume to damp thy joy; ' 
I’ll now difmifs the angry day. (e) 

Tho’ virtue be his only crime, 

That’s fault enough—at /uch a time, 

And for the rett, I'll leave to you ~ ~ 
The terms of fair and equal too. {f) °° * 
The Board’s (g) before thee: all is thine, ~ 
So let thy needy jobbers dine. _omn 
But don’t forget th’ obfequious crew, 

Of thy fair fpoufe, en cordon bleu. (h) 

Nor grudge with handfuls to folace © .. * 
Old Ifrael’s circumcifed race 

Of uleful friends, about Duke’s Place. (i) 


* Sir Richard Hill, Bart. + See our Mag. for March, p. 242, 246. 


(a) Lord North’s own exprefiion in a late fpeech. 


' {b) It was propofed by an honourable member to put the mace under the table, if the crown got 


the better in the late ftruggle. 


(c) Alluding to the print of Mr. Fox riding upon an elephant in the character of Carlo Khan. 
(4) Te Man of the People was the name by which Mr. Fox was diftinguifhed in the days of his 


ularity. 


(e) The appellation given by Mr. Sheridan to Mr. Pitt, borrowed from the play of the Alchemift. 
i The expreffion fo much agitated in the late attempts to bring about an union of parties. 
g) 
Ser 


The Treafury Board. (h) The French name for the blue ribband, 


(i) The Jews’ quarters 
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STATE 


At the Court at the age Houfe, the 25th 
of March, 1784, 


Prefent, the KING’s Moft Excellent MAJESTY 


in Council. 
New great feal of Great-Britain having 
been prepared by his Majetty’s chief en- 
graver of feals, in purfuance of a warrant to him 
for that purpofe, under his Majefty’s royal fig- 


PAPER. 


nature; and the fame having been this day pre- 
fented to his Majefty in council, and approved; 
his Majetty was thereupon gracioufly pleafed to 
deliver the faid new {eal to the Right Hon. Ed- 
ward Lord ‘Thurlow, Lord High Chancellor of 
Great-Britain, and to direét that the fame fhall 
be made ute of for fealing all things whatfoever 
which pafs the great feal. 
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SaturpDAy, March 27. 
(Spe night’s Gazette contains his Majefty’s 
proclamation, commanding all the peers 
of Scotland to affemble and meet at Holy-Rood- 
Houfe, in Edinburgh, on Saturday the 8th day 
of May, to nominate and choole the fixteen 
peers. Likewife addreffes to his Majefty from 
the counties of Northampton, Leicefter, and War- 
wick; the freeholders and inhabitants of Wen- 
lock in Salop; town of Blandford Forum in Dor- 
fetthire; county and city of Aberdeen; and the 
royal borough of Wigtown, on the changes in 
the miniftry, and the prefent fituation of affairs. 
Lonp, Mac. April 1784. 





TUESDAY, 30. 

The election of reprefentatives in parliament 
for the city of London commenced at Guildhall, 
The ufual forms of nomination, &c. being gone 
through, a teft was propofed for the candidates 
to fubicribe, the purport of which was, that they 
would, to the utmoft of their power, fupport 
the inftructions of their conttituents, legally con- 
vened in Common-hall for that purpole, or ree 
fign, if fuch inftruétions fhould militate againf 
their judgement. This being unanimoufly ap- 
proved of by the livery, and fubfcribed by the 
feveral candidates, their names weve feverally 
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put up. The Right Hon. William Pitt was 
propdied by Alderman Sanderfon. The deci- 
fion of the fheriff not meeting the wifhes of all 
arties, a poll was demanded for Brook Watfon, 

fq. Alderman Newnham, Sir Watkin Lewes, 
Alderman Sawbridge, Richard Atkinfon, Efq. 
Right Hon. William Pitt, and Samuel Smith, 
jun. Bi. 

This night’s Gazette contains addreffes to his . 
Majeity from the burghs of Anitruther, Craill, 
and Week, in Scotland, on the prefent fituation 
of affairs. 

' Saturpay, April 3. 

This night's Gazette contains addreffes to his 
Majetty from the countiés of York, Devon, Ox- 
ford, Someriet, Denbigh, and Ayr, the town of 
Scarborough, and the towa ot Henley upon 
Thames, on the late changes in the miniftry, 
&c-—Alfo his Majefty’s order in council, that 
the quarantine at prefent fubfifting upon all thips 
and vefiels coming from or through the Medi- 
terranean be taken off, fo far as refpects fhips 
and veffels coming directly from any of the ports 
of the kingdom of Spain within the Mediter- 
ranean, or from the ifland of Minorca, laden 
with the products of Spain only; and that all 
fuch fhips, as alfo all fhips and veifels arriving 
from the town or port of Gibraléar, be permit- 
ted to difcharge their refpetive ladings, without 
unpacking, opening, and airing, and without 
performing any quarantine, provided they bring 
with them clean bills of health, &c. 


Turspay, 6. 


Was opened in Weftmintter-Abbey the mo- 
nument which, by a vote of parliament, is 
erected to the late Earl ef Chatham. There 
are fix figures in this monument, and yet the 
idea on which it is defigned is the fimplett po/- 
fibie. Lord Chatham, with Prudence and For- 
titude on a farcophagus, occupy the upper part; 
the lower groupe contiits of Britannia, feated on 
a rock, with the Ocean and the Earth at her 
feet, by which is exhibited the effeét of his wil- 
dom and fortitude, in the greatnefs and glory 
of the nation. ‘The ftatue of the Earl is in his 
parliamentary robes; he is in the action of 
ipeaking, the right hand thrown forward 
and elevated, and the whole attitude ftrongly 
expreffing that {pecies of oratory for which his 
lordfhip was fo juftly celebrated. Prudence has 
her.ufual fymbols, a ferpent twifted round a 
mirtor; Fortitude is charatterifed by the fhaft 
of a column, and ‘is clothed in a lion’s {Kin. 
‘The energy of this figure ftrongly contrafts the 
repofe and contemplative character of the figure 
of Prudence; Britannia, as miftrefs of the fea, 
holds in her right hand the trident of Neptune ; 
Ocean is entirely naked, except that his fymbol 
the dolphin is fo managed that decency is per- 
iectly fecured with the leaft poifible detriment 
to the ftatue; his aétion is agitated, and his 
countenance fevere, which is oppofed by the 
utmoft eafe in the figure of the Earth, who is 
leaning on a terreftrial globe, her head crowned 
with truit, which alfo lies in fome profufion on 
the plinth of the ftatue. This monument is 
the work of Mr. Bacon, the fame artift who 
executed that erected tovhis lordfhip at Guild- 
hail, ‘Lhe-infcription is as follows: ~ 
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Ereéted by the King and Parliament, 
As a teftimony to 
The virtues and ubility 
of 
Wirititam Pitt, Earl of Chatham; 
During whofe adminiftration 
Divine Providence 
Exalted Great-Britain 
To an height of profperity and glory 


Unknown to any former age. 


This day’s Gazette contains addretfes to hig 
Majefty from the county of Caermarthen, the 
city of Carlifle, the borough of Scarborough, 
and the burgh of Kinghorn, on the late changes, 
in the miniftry, &c. 

WEDNESDAY, 7. 


Lieutenant-Coldnel Franks arrived at the Se- 
cretary of State’s office from America, with the 
ratification, on the part of Congrefs, of the 
treaties concluded with the United States by 
Great-Britain and the other powers engaged in 
the late war. 

SATURDAY, I0. 


The theriffs met at Guildhall to make a de- 
claration of the poll for reprefentatives in parlia- 
ment for the city of London, which clofed on 
Tuefday. Mr. Pitt having declined on the fe- 
cond day of the poll, and Mr. S. Smith on the 
third, on caiting up the books the numbers were 
for 

Tu. Wed. Th. Fri. Sat. M. Tu. Total 
Watfon 101 717 1148 1057 497 718 551 4789 
Lewes 90 637 1078 1008 488 724 537 4554 
Newn. 100 635 1066 1010 482 684 494 4479 
Sawbr. 73 435 673 573 292 420 357 2823 
Atkinfon §7 362 583 614293 471 434 2816 
But a fcrutiny being demanded in favour of Mr. 
Atkinfon, and wice verfa for Mr. Sawbridge 
againft Mr. Atkinfon, the fame was agreed to, 
and the neceffiry books and lifts ordered to be 
prepared for the purpofe. 

The laft ferutiny for the city of London hap- 
pened fitty years ago, viz. Tucfday the gth of 
April, 1734, and it is remarkabie that the ma- 
jority, on the clofe of the poll, was then as now 
only /even, the numbers being 

For Bofworth — 3326 
Selwyn — 3319 
On the fcrutiny it appeared that four perfons had 
polled for Bofworth whofe company had no li- 
very, viz. two gardeners, one druggitt, and one 
longbow ftring-maker, which reduced the totab 
number of legal voters to 6641; and the number 
ot voters difqualified on each fide being exactly 
roo, Mr. Bofworth was declared duely elected 
by a majority of three. 

When a fcrutiny is demanded, the candidates 
are immediately to nominate fix ferutineers, and 
the prefiding officer, within fix days, to deliver 
a true copy of the poll, figned by him. The 
fcrutiny is then to begin within tén days after, 
and mult be proceeded on day by day (Sundays 
excepted) to tinifh within fifteén days. Within 
four days alter the fcrutiny is finifhed, declara- 
tion is to be made which of the candidates.is 
ducly elected, with the number of legal voters 
on the {crutiny. : 

This night’s Gazette contains addreffes to his 
Majelty from tlie boroughs of oa and 
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changes in the miniftry, &c. 
WEDNESDAY, I4. 

This morning William Martin, William Prof- 
fer, Richard M‘Donagh, and William Smith, 
for divers robberies, were executed before New- 
gate. 

SATURDAY, 17+ 

This night’s Gazeite .contains his Majefty’ 5 
order in council, that there fhall be the fame 
drawbac! KS). exemptions, and bounties on mer- 
chandizes and goods exported from Great-Bri- 
tain into the teiritories of the United States of 
America, or any oi them, as are or may be al- 
lowed by law upon the exportation of the like 
goods or merchandize to any of che ilflands, 
plantations, or colonics belonging to the crown 
of Great-Britain in America.—Alfo an addrefs 
to his Majeity from the county ot Buckingham 
on the late changes in the minittry, figned by 
#472 perfons. 





IRELAN D. 


HE Duke of Rutland, the new Lord Lieu- 

tenant, arrived at Dublin the 24th of 
February, and was received with the ufual fo- 
Jemnities. On the 26th the Earl of Northing- 
ton, the late Lord Lieutenant, fet aut on his re- 
turn to England. 

March 29. The bill to amend defets in 
the reprefeniation being read a fecond time, 
General Fiood moved for its being committed, 
when .atter much debate it was thrown out by 
a majority ot 743 there being for it 85, againit 
it159- Thirty-two petitions were laid on the 
table of the Commons in favour of it, and two 
againit it. 

March 31. In the new bill for regulating the 
Pott-Office, which paiied the Houle of Com- 
mons this day, it is required that the whole of 
the fupericription of all tranks be written by the 
members of either Houfe, together with the 
month and day ot the month thereon at which 
time the letters were put in the Poft-Office, 
otherwiie the letters are chargeable. 

April i. A motion for “granting protecting 
duties, fimilar to thofe under which the Britith 
woolen) manufactures were firft brought to ma- 
turity, was propofed by Mr. Gardiner, as the 
puly effectual means of relieving the diftreffes of 
the manutacturers all over the kingdom, which 
was loit. 

This, with the rejection of the bill for 
amending defects in the reprefentation, exaf- 
perated the people fo much, that on Monday the 
sthof April a riotous mob forced into the body 
‘and gallery of the Houfe of Commons, threaten- 
ing and iniulting the members who had voied 
againft the protecting duties. The newfpapers 
had been previoufly filled with libellous and 
inflammatory paragraphs, fome of which even 
went fo far as to advile aflaflination. As foon as 
the tumult was fuppreiied, the Houfe proceeded 
againit the printers, and next day the Lord- 


Mayor of Dubiin was cenfured for not exerting: 


himielf to, prevent the riots. ‘ 
April 8, Mr. Forfter prefented a-bill to fecure 

the liberty of the prefs, by preventing the publica- 

tion of falfe, feditioug and flanderous libels. 
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‘ Langport Eaftover, in Somerfetfhire, on the late 


The proyifions of the bill were, that the name 
of the real printer and proprietor of every newf- 
paper fhould be entered upon oath at the Stamp 
Office, and the printer enter into a recognizance 
ef sool. to anfwer all civil fuits that may be ine 
ftituted againft him for publication; and that, 
under a penaltv, no money fhould be received by 
them, or by any perfon for them, for. inferting 
or on pretence ot leaving out any flandexous pub- 
lications. This occafioned much clamour aad 
ferment, which were not entirely fubfided when 
the lait accounts came over. 

April 12. The bill was confiderably amend- 
ed in the commitice, only that claufe being re- 
tained which obliges the printer of a newlpaper 
to put his name toit, and fo much of the other 
claufes as are neceflary to carry that principle 
into effect. It paffed the Houle in this form. 

EAST-INDIES. 
Sunday, April 18. 
HIS morning a packet was received at the 
India-Floufe, over-land from Bombay, 
with leiters as late as the roth of December, 
containing the following intelligence : 

That the ceffation of hottilities between the 
Englith and Tippoo-Saib continued; that it had 
been confirmed by the governor-general and 
council, who had deputed commiffioners to 
Tippoo-Saib, for the final conclufion of the 
peace. That’ the peace between us and the 
Mahrattas was inviolably adhered to by them, 
and that Madhajee Scindia had written to Tippoo- 
Saib, to inform him, that unlefs he ftriclly 
complied with the terms of the ninth article of 
the Treaty concluded between them and the 
Englifh, they would invade his country, and 
never make peace with him in future. ‘Tippoo 
Saib had confented to our effectually relieving 
Mangalore on the 26th of November. 

Gen. Fullarton was on the borders of Tip- 
poo’s country, at the head of an army of 1700 
Europeans, 17 battalions of fepoys, and 60 pieces 
of artillery ready to act, if ‘Tippoo ihould not 
conient to peace upon equitable terms. 

General Stuart failed from Madras in the 
Fortitude packet, on the 16th of Oétober, for 
England 

The Superbe man of war was loft in Telli- 
cherry Roads in October; all her people faved, 
except two failors. 

The accounts that have been publithed of the 
pufillanimity of ‘Tippoo-Saib but ill agree with 
the former defpatches from the Eaft-Indies, 
which reprefent that chiet as inclined to continue 
the war with the Englifh, though deferted by the 
French, and every one of the Afiatic princes. 
He is faid to have publifhed a manifefto, that 
now is the time tocurtail the power .of all Eu- 
ropean plunderers, who. only follicit peace to 
begin a new war. with recruited finances; and he 
concludes this manifedto with calling on the na- 
tive princes to refcue themfelves from the moft hu- 
— flavery, and their — from oppref- 

on. 








FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
HE blockade of Dantzick has been raifed by 
the Pruffign troops, on the Dantzickers per= 
mitting the paflage of provifions to the Pruilian 
Una territories, 
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territories, falvo jure. It was done at the re- 


queft of the Emprefs of Ruffia. The order is 
cated the 20th of January, and theKing of Prutfia 
has publifhed his reafons tor raifing the faid 
blockade, in the following ftate paper which was 
publifhed by the court of Berlin, January 20th, 
8734: 

WHEN her Majefty the Emprefs of Ruffia 
offered, in November lait, her mediation to his 
Majcity the King of Prutiia, in order to fettle 
the difpute with the city of Dantzick concerning 
the tree patfage, and requeited him to raife the 
blockade of that city, her Majeity affured the 
King at the fame time, that the would have it 
fignified to the magiftrate of Dantzick to allow, 
in return, to the Pruffian fubjects a free naviga- 
tion, unlimited, till the iffue of the negociation 
was known. The King of Poland’s Charge 
des Affaires at Berlin, Mr. Zablocki, informed, 
likewife, the minilters, “in a memorial dated 
eae 9, ** That his Majefty the King of Po- 
and had fignified to the magiftrate of Dantzick 
his pleafure to allow by all means to the Pruffian 
fubjects a free paffage, for an unlimited time, till 
the final conciufion of the treaty, and without 
any other condition than that of /a/voyure. His 
Majeity having reafon to expect that the city 
would follow his directions he hoped his Ma- 
jefty the King of Pruffia would, in return, be 
fo generous as to order the blockade to be 
raifed.’”” The aforefaid intimation of the Em- 
prefs of Ruifia, and the faid command of his 
Majefty the King of Poland, was fo well fol- 
lowed by his always odedient city of Dantzick, 
that on the day before the departure of the 
Pruffian Refident, Mr. Bucholtz, for Warfaw, he 
received from the. Polifh commiffary, Count 
d’Unruh,a declaration of thecity to the following 

urpofe : 

“« That the feveral orders of the city would 
be found ready and willing to allow a free paf- 
fage upon the Viitula and the high roads, for all 
kinds of provifions for the~ Prufiian fubjects liv- 
ing about Dantzick, fa/vo jure tempore illimitaio, 
till the conclufion ot the negociation, which was 
to be carried on there under the mediation which 
her Majefty the Emprefs of Ruflia had gracioufly 
condefcended to grant to the city.’ ‘This arro- 
gant declaration, not only contrary to his Ma- 
yefty’s moft jult demands, but framed in direét 
oppofition to the defire of the Emprefs of Rutiia 
-and the King of Poland, and containing not lefs 
than five rettrictions, would have fufficiently juf- 
tified his Majefty to continue the reprifals com- 
-menced agaijnit the city of Danwick. However, 
his Majeity having confidered that the Magif- 
‘trate of Dantzick, according to all circumftantes, 
is not able to form any well-cigefted refolution, 
nor to exercife any authority over the citizens ; 
‘that their declaration refpeCting the tree paflage, 
whether limited or not, on account of the froft 
having put a ftop to the navigation would be of no 
confequence; that the feat of the negociation 
has been transferred trom Danatzick to Warfaw, 
and that the continuation of the blockade during 
the fame would fail too hard upon, and be the 
deftruction of the country people inhabiting the 
territory of Dantzick, and make them fuffer for 
the obitinacy of the citizens, who think them- 
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felves 7 heltered behind their fortifis 
aj 


cations. His Majefty’s well known generofity, 
and particularly his regard for the mediation of 
her Majefty the Empreis of Ruffia and the King 
of Poland, induced his Majefty to order Ge. 
neral d’ Eglofitein to difcontinue, for fome time, 
the blockade, but at the fame time to deliver to 
the Polifh Commiffary, Count d’Unruh, the 
following written declaration, to be forwarded by 
him to the Magiftrate of Dantzick : 

The commiffary of the King of Poland, 
Count d’Unruh, delivered to the Pruffian Refi- 
dent, Mr. Bucholtz, the gth of January, being 
the day before his return to Warfaw, a memo- 
rial to the magiftrate of Dantzick, which fhould 
contain their acknowledgement of the intermiftice 
falvo jure, and the purport of which is as fol- 
lows: that the orders of the city of Dantzick 
would be found willing to allow a free paffage 
upon the Viitula and the high roads, for all 
kinds of provifions for the Pruffian fubjeéts in 
the environs of the city, /a/vo jure tempore illimi- 
tato, till the end of the negociation, to be car- 
ried on (at Dantzick) under the mediation of 
the Emprefs of Ruflia. This declaration con- 
tains no lefs than five reftrictions; it allows the 
free navigation onl 

uit. ‘To the Pruffian fubjeéts in the environs 
of Dantzick. 

2d. Only for articles of provifion. 

3d. Only upon the high roads fo called. 

4th. Only till the end of the negociation to 
be carried on under the mediation of the Ems 
prefs of Ruffia. 

sth. Only in fo far as the negociation is to 
be carried on at Dantzick. 


It is obvious, and needs no explanation, that: 


this declaration of the city of Dantzick is con- 
trary to the juft demands of his Majefty, and 
directly oppofite to the affurances given him by’ 
the Emprets of Ruffia and the King of Poland, 
that the city of Dantzick fhould allow to his fub- 


jects a free and unlimited paffage till thé end of 


the negociation. 

His Majetty, therefore, cannot accept on: any 
confideration whatever this unbecoming and 
offeniive deelaration, and folemnly rejects the 
fame. However, as a convincing proof of his 
Majetty’s triendfhip and unlimited regard for the 
interceilion, requett, and mediation of their Im- 
perial and Royal Majefties of Ruffia and Poland, 
and to alleviate the diftrefs of the probably-inno- 
cent inhabitants of the Dantzick territory, his 
Mayjeity will for the prefent withdraw his troops 
from the territory of Dantzick, provided the 
city of Dantzick thall, without lofs of time, fend 
their deputies duly empowered to Warfaw, there 
to treat with his Majetty’s plenipotentiary under 
the mediation of the Ruffian envoy, and to fet- 
tle the matter finally within a fhort and fixed 
time, at leait before the opening of the naviga- 
tion upon the viftula; but if fuch an agreement 
fhould not take place during that time, the two 
mediating powers, according to their own juft 
way of thinking, will not blame his Majetty, 
if, infupport of his well-founded rights, and the 
prefervation of his fubje¢ts, he renews his repri- 
jals againit the city of Dantzick, and purfues them 
with greater rigour than before. 
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1784. 
BIRTHS. 

Feb. IGHT Hon. Lady Louifa Macdonald, 
14. a fon.—1g. Lady of the Right Hon. 
William Grimitone, a daughter.—27. Countefs 
of Aylesford, a fon.—March 13. Lady of the 
Hon William Irby, a fon.—Lady of General 
Arnold, a fon.—1i7. Lady of the Right Hon. 
Lord Audley, a fon.—Lady of Sir Samuel Han- 
nay, Bart. a fon.—-26, Lady of John Robinfon, 
Eig. a daughter and a fon.—31. The Baronets 
Kutzleben, a fon. 





MARRIAGES, 

Fed. EV. Thomas Lund, reétor of Barton, 
24. near Maiton, to Mifs Lucy D.fney, 
youngeft daughter of Dr. Difney, of Pontetraét.— 
26. John Boyd, Efq. fon of Sir John Boyd, Bart. 
to Milfs Harley, youngeit daughter of the Right 
Hon. Thomas Harley.—March 6. The Rev. 
Dr. Jubb, canon of Chritt-Church, to Mrs. Myd- 
delton, of Windfor.—12. Sir Godfrey Turner, 
to the Hon. Mifs Howell.—13. The Hon. Capt. 
Monfon, of the 3d Regiment of !dragoon guards, 
toMrs. Smith, of Horkfley.—16. William. Ef- 
daile, Eig. Banker, in Lombard-Street, to Mifs 
Jefferies, daughter of Edward Jefferies, Efq. 
weafurer'of St. Thomas’s Hofpital—18. Richard 
Mafters, Efq. major of the 24th regiment of foot, 
to Mifs Lfabella Frances Egerton, youngett 
daughter of the late Col. Egerton—18. ‘Thomas 
Halfey, Efg. of Great Gaddefden, member of 
ijament for the county of Hertford, to Mils 
arah Crawley, youngeft daughter of the late 
John Crawley, E{g. of Stockwood, Bed fordfhire. 
—Lately, Lieut.Col. Downs, of the firft reg. 
of dragoon guards, to Mifs Jane Stockport.— 
The Rev. Mr. Gifborne, of Derby, to Mifs Ba- 
bington, only fifter of Thomas Babington, Efq. 
of Temple Rhodeley.—Apri/ 2. In Scotland, 
Capt. Hay, of Mount Blairy, to Mifs E.Robinfon, 
of Banff—3. Sir John Sheffield, Bart. to Mifs 
Charlotte Sophia Digby, eldeit daughter of the 
Dean of Durham.—1i1. George Spiller, Efq. of 
Lincoln’s-Inn, barrifter at law, to Mifs Ca- 
roline Tinker, youngett daughter of the late Bla- 
den Tinker, Efg. ot Weybridge, in Surrey.—7. 
Sir Gregory Page Turner, Bart. to the Hon. Mifs 
Howell.—11. Ofmond Beauvoir, Efg. of Down- 
ham, in Effex, to Mifs Ann Maria Whirledge, 
of Colcorton, in Leicefterthive.—Benjamin Hun- 
ter, Efq. barrifter at law, to Milfs Haffel, of 
Hadleigh, in Suffolk.—13. Lord Napier, to Mifs 
Clavering, eldeft daughter of Sir Thomas Clave- 
nng, Bart.—17. At Eaft-Bourn, in Suflex, the 


pRev. Morgan Davis, to Milfs Auger, of that 


place.x—1g. Walter Nifbet, Efq. of Grafton- 
Kreet, Berkeley-fquare, toMils Anne Parry, young- 
eit fitter of Richard Parry, of Llanrahaiaden, 
in the county of Denbigh, Efy. and niece to 
the prefent governour ot Barbadoes. 





DEAT HS. 
N the 28th of September lait, at Fort St. 
George inthe Eaft-Indies, Major Donald 
Mackay, in the Eatt-{ndiacompany’s fervice,fon 
of the late Robert Mackay, of Iflandhanda, Efg. 
—Same month, at Madras, William Tierney, 
Eig. lecretary to the late Sir Eyre Coote.—The 
Count of Albany (the Prerender, as he has been 
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commonly called for fome time paft) died at, 
Florence of an apoplexy, on the 23d of Januaryy 
in the 64th year of his age, having been born on 
the 31ft of December, 1720, N. S.—Since ‘the 
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, when he was obliged 
to depart out of France, he has had little oppor 
tunity of fhowing himfelf to the world—He mar- 
ried the Princefs Louifa Maximiliana de Stol- 
berg Guederan, on the 17th of April, 1722, but 
they have had no iffue; fo that the male line of 
the royal family of Stuart is now reduced to the 
Cardinal alone, after giving kings to Scotland 
for three or four hundred years, and, by the 
princeffes of it, fovereigns to almoit all Europe. 
—Feb. 1. At Ravenfworth-caftle, near Durhain, 
the Right Hon. Henry Liddel, Lord Ravenfworth. 
By his death, the title of Baron Ravenfworth, 
for want of male iffue, is extinét; but his lord- 
fhip being an Englith baronet, that honour de= 
fcends to his brother, Thomas Lyddel, of the 
county of Durham, Efg.—At Edinburgh, Capte 
Neil M’Lean, of the gth regiment of foot.—The 
Rev. Mr. Brook, re¢tor of Swainfthorp and Kir- 
by-—4. At Sevenhampton, near Swindon, Wilts, 
the Rev. Dr. Warneford.—At Beccles, aged 102, 
Mr. Robert Boon.—6. W Prinn, Ety. one of his 
Majefty’s Juftices of the peace for the county of 
Gloucefter.—7. At Fladbury, in Worcetterfhire, 
in a very advanced age, the Rey. Mr. Hen 
Vernon, upwards of fifty years rector of that 
place,—8. John Darker, Efg. one of the repre- 
fentatives for the town of Leicefter, and Trea- 
furer to St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital.—11. Aged 
100, Mr. Peck, mufician, of Bath.—In the 
tooth year of his age, the Rev. Mr. William 
Stackwood, rector of Henley, Oxon.—At Hedge= 
erly, in Buckinghamfhire, the Hon. Mrs. Stew- 
art, relict of the Hon. Francis Stewart.—12. 
The Rey. Henry Sleech, A. M. Fellow of Eton 
college.—13. In the 71ft year of his age, Dre 
Jeremiah Milles, Dean of Exeter, and prefident 
of the Societyof Antiquaries.—Captain Moitya 
of the navy, killed in a cuel with Lieut. Clarke 
of the African corps. The dueloriginated in a 
trifling difpute in a coffee-houfe.—The 18th, at 
Great Offley, near Hitchin, in Hertiordfhire, 
the Rev. Mr. Gervas Jones, miniiter of that 
parifh, and alfo of King’s-Walden, and Hoilwell. 
He was a good chriftian anda very worthy man, 
and died univerfally lamented. He came trom 
Cowbridge, in Glamorganfhire.—19. At his 
houfe on Turnham-Green, in the 83d year of 
his age, the Rev. Dr. Morell, the learned and 
induttrious improver of Ainfworth’s: dictionary, 
&c. &c.—21. The Rev. Dr. Gough, rector of 
Wrabnefs, and vicar of Little Clacton, both in 
Effex.—Sir Robert Harland; Bart, admiral of 
the blue. He was made a lieutenant in the 
navy, Feb. 25, 1742, a captain, March 19, 
1746, andan admiral, October 28, 1770. Oa 
the 19 of March, 1771, he was created a baronet 
of this kingdom, and appointed to the command 
in the Eaft-Indies in the fame year. He is fuce 
ceeded in title by hisonly fon, now Sir Robert 
Harland, Bart. a cornet in the firlt regiment of 
dragoons.—22. The Rev. Mr. Lowry, M. A. 
late fellow of Queen’s-College, and upwards 
of 31 years.reGtor gi Charleton-upon-Ounere, in 
Oxiordthire.—In the 79th yearof this age, the 
Key, Owen Jones, prvocndary of Sutton, and 
biother . 
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brother to the late Arthur Jones, Efg.—25. The 
Right Hon. Lady Caroline, Baronefs Forrefter, 
relict of the late George Cockburne, Efq. comp- 


troller of the navy. Her ladythip is fucceeded 
in title by her only daughter Anna Maria, now 
Lady Forrefter.—28. At Southampton, aged 97, 
the Rey. Richard Moodic.—Lately, the Reve. 
Robert Vanbrugh, A. M. rector of Buckland, 
in Gloucefterihire, and late head matier o1 the 
King’s {choo! at Chefter.—At Cattle Caldwell, 
in Ircland, Sir James Caldwell, Bart. Count of 
Milan, and ot the holy Roman Empire.—Her 
Roval and Serene Highnefs Princefs Frederica 
Louifa, Margravine Dowager ot Anipach, mother 
to the reigning Margrave, and filter to his Pruf- 
fian Majefty,in the 7oth year of her age.—Mar. 
3. At Romney, aged 108 years, the Widow 
Poore.—4. At Lord Camelfoid’s, at Peterfham, 
in Surrey,, aged go, Pinckney Wilkinfon, Efg. 
of Burnhams, in Nortolk, member of par- 
liament for Old Sarum.—5. Prince Frederick 
Erneft of Yfcemburgh and Budengen, in the 
75th year of his age-—6. The Kight Hon. 
Lady Holmes, of the Ifle of Wight, relict of 
the late Lord Holmes. — At Gariwould, in 
Lancafhire, Sir Robert Gerard, Bart.—The 
Honourable the Champion, John Dymocke, 
Efg. who is fucceeded in title and eftate by his 
eldeft fon, Lewis Dymocke, Efg. now Champion 
of England.—Right Hon. Sir Thomas Sewell, 
Knt. Mafter of the Rolls, to which office he 
was appointed the 27th of Nov. 1764, on the 
death of Sir Thomas Clarke —-7. At Perthore, 
in Worcetterfhire, Mrs. Perrot, reli€t of the 
Hon. Mr. Baron Perrot.—At Canterbury, aged75, 
John Darkyn, Eq, M. D.—8. The Right Hon. 
Catharine, Countels Dowager of Lichfield, re- 
ji€t of Robert Earl of Lichfield, and fitter of Sir 
James Sterhoule, Bart. of Radley, in the county 
of, Berks.-—g. Charies Garth, Efq. one of the 
commiiiioners of the Excife, recorder of the Bo- 
rough of Deviies, and formerly one of the repre- 
fentatives of that Place.—10. In the parifh of 
Walton, in Somerfetthire, Elifabeth Broadmead, 
aged 117-—-12. at Kirby Beddon, the Rey. Mr. 
Knipe, vicar of Guieft, in Noriolk.—1i5. The 
Rey. Dr. Franklin, rector of Braifted in Kent, 
chaplain in ordinary to his Majeity, and for- 
merly fellow of Trinity-College in Cambridge, 
and Gieek profefior in that univerlity.—16. In 
the sooth Year of his age, Mr. Barret, of Yar- 
mouth.—18. Charles Bromfield, Eig. late land 
furveyor in the Cuttom-houfe.—1g. At Workfop, 
near Nottingham, George Dunfton, Eig. His 
death was occafioned by a fall from his horfe, 
when hunting with Lord Monfon’s hounds, on 
Budby foreft—At Eaft-Bergholt, in Sutfolk, 
ed 62, the Rev. Thomas Money, rector of 
Stratford St. Mary, inthe fame county, and of 
Bracon-Ath, in Norfolk.—21. the Rev. Mr. 
Hawes, prebendary of Chichefter, and rector 
of Berwick, in the county of Sutiex.—24. At 
Maifemore, near Gloucefter, the Rev. Mr. Pitt, 
rector of little Barrington.—At Kennington, in 
Surrey, Mathew Morley, M. D.—27. Ralph 
Bigland, Efy. principal King of Arms.—At 
Chewton Mendip, Thomas Pope, aged 101: 
He could walk ten miles in a day in his sooth 
ear.—29. In London, aged 63, the Rev. Robert 
a Grant, prefident of the Scotch college, 
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at Douay, and brother ree to the Abbe 
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Grant, at Rome.— Lately 
barriiter at law, and fteward of the Marihalfea 
Court.—At Darlington, in the county of Dure 
ham, aged 107, John Nicholls.—The Rey, 
Henry Dangermeld, vicar of Goodrich and Rofs, 
in Heretordfhire.—At Alnwick, Hugh Rowland 
Hughes, Gent. aged 114 years, 11 months, 
and 27 Days. He married, in the Year 1700, 
Mary Williams, by whom he’ had nine chil- 
dren. In the year 1721 he married Mar. 
garet Roberts, and had five children: In 
the year 1735 he married Mrs. Mary ach Richard 
Prys, ot Duias, id Anglesea, and had: two chil- 
drem: and in the year’ 1748, he married Mares 
great ach Robert Evan, oi Caernarvon,-and has 
leit her a widow with feven children, all alive, 
men and women.+-In the Nancy packet, Capt, 
Haidane; loft off Scilly on her return from the 
Eait-Indiés, Mrs. Cargill, lace Mifs Brown, the 
ceicbrated finger. She was reported to have died 
on her patiage to India, and her death’ -was in- 
ferted in our lait volume (p. 372) which our read- 
ers are requefted vo correct.—Audrew Wilkinfon, 
Efg. who ferved for the borovgh of Aidborough 
in feveral fucceflive parliaments, and. was many 
years principal ftorekeeper of che Ordnance.— 
Lately, Capt. Broderick Hartweil, lieutenant- 
governor of Greenwich Hbofpita.—At Lla- 
nowddyn, Montgomeryihire, in the 133th year 
ot his age, Mr. Lewis Jones,’ of biechwedd Du 
—At Stockwell, aged 89, the Kev. Dr. Hotkins. 
—April.1. In Salitbury, Sir Alexander Powell. 
Kant. many years deputy recorder of that~ city, 
and recorder of Blandtord.—2. Near Trim, ia 
the county of Meath, the-Right Hon, Cadwal- 
lader Davis, Lord Blayney.—At Berwick, aged 
$6, the Right Hon. Lady Anne Puprves, friter 
to the Earl of Marchmont.—3. In St. Stephen's 
Green Dublin, the Right Hon. John Gor, 
Baron Annaly of Tenelick, in the county of 
Longtord, lord chief juitice of the King’sr 
Bench in Ireland, and one of his Majetty’s mof 
honourable privy-council in the faid kingdom, 
His Lordihip dying withoutifiue, the title is ex- 
tinct. ‘The principal part of his fortune devoives 
tothe Maione tamily.—4. Suddenly, at Frame 
lingham, in-Suffolk, as he was undrefiing to go 
to bed, having {pent a chearful evening witha 
friend, the Rev. Mr. Fowler, rector of Eatton 
and Dalinghoe, in Suffolk, and maiter of the 
grammar - fchool at Framlingham ——-Mr 
Wilkes, wite of John Wilkes, Eig. Alderman 
of Farringdon-ward Without, and chamberlain 
of thiscity.—5. At Lewes, the Rev. Thomas 
Hurdis, D. D. canon of Windfor, and refiden- 
tiary of Chichetter. He was forty years private 
fecretary and demeftick chaplain to his Grace the 
late Duke of Newcaitle.—At Stoke-hall, in the 
county of Derby, the Rev. John Simplon.—t. 
at Kouen in Normandy, John Hanbury, Elq 
reprefentative inthe three lat parliaments for 
the county of Monmouth, and lately elected a 
fourth time for the faid county.—7. The Rev 
Leyfon Lewis, vicar of Cayo, in. Caermarthen- 
fhire.—8. At Selbourn, Hants, the Rev. An- 


drew Etty, B. D. rector of that place, and of 


Whitchurch in Oxfordthire.—10. The Rev. Mr 
Bell, vicar of Clare, in Suffolk, The living's 
in the gift of the crown—At Kenwood, aged 

i J 


homas Keymer, Efq, 
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76, the Right Hon. the Countefs of Mansfield, 
fifter to the late Earl of Winchelfea, and 48 years 
wife of the Earl of Mansfield.—14. At Prior’s 
Marfhton, Warwickthire, Thomas Bafely, Efq. 
one of his Majefty’s juttices of the peace for that 
county.—15. At Bath, the Rev. Dr. Wilfon, 

bendary of Weitminfter, and rector of St 
Erephen, Walbrook.—18. At Hammierfmith, 
the Rev.-Dr. Weale, vicar of St. Sepulchre’s.— 
Lately, at Little Grimfby, in Lincolnfhire, in 
the 44th year of his age, John Nelthorpe, Efq. 
who was: high fherifffor the county of Lincoln, 
in the year 1775.—Charles Buckle, Efq. many 
years recorder of Southwold in Suffolk, and 
fteward of Norwich. 





CIVIL PROMOTIONS. 
GazerTet, Fan. 31, 1783." 


HE King has been pleafed to grant to his 
Grace Huch Duke of Northumberland, 
during his natural life, the dignity of a baron of 
Great Britaing by the name, ftile, and title of 
Lord Lovaine, baron of Alnwick in Northumber- 
land; with remainder to his grace’s fecond fon, 
Algernon Percy, Efg. (commonly called Lord 
Algernon Percy) and the heirs male of his body 
lawfully begotten.—To the Right Hon. Henry 
Frederick Carteret, andthe heirs male of his 
body lawfully begotten, the dignity of a baron of 
Great-Britain, by the name, ftile, and title of 
Baron Carteret, of Hawnes, in the county of 
Bedford; with remaifiders to the Hon. George 
Thynne, feeond fon, the Hon. John Thynne, 
third fon, and the fourth, fifth, fixth, feventh, 
andevery other fon ahd fons feverally and fuc- 
ceflively, of the Right Hon. Thomas Lord Vif- 
count Weymouth, and the refpective heirs male 
of their bodies lawfully begotten.—To Edward 
Eliot, of Port-Eliot, in Cornwall, Efg. and the 
heirs male of his body lawfully begotten, the like 
dignity of a baron of Great-Britain, by the name, 
fie, and title of Barom Eliot, of St. Germain’s, 
in the faid county of Cornwall.—Richard Ga- 
mon, _ to be one of his Majefty’s commiffion- 
ets for the management of the duties on falt.— 
Thomas Aftle, Eq. to the office of keeper of the 
tolls and records of the court of Chancery, in the 
Tower of London. Feb. g. The Right Hon. 
George Leftox, c6mmonly called Lord George 
Lenox, fworn of his Majefty’s moft honourable 
ptivy-council. 10. The Earl of Effingham, 
to the office of mafter. and. worker of his Ma- 
jefty’s Mint. The Right Hon. George Henry 
Lenox (commonly called Lord George Henry 
Lénox) tobe conftable of the Tower of London, 
and alfoto be shis Majefty’s lieutenant and cuftos 
totulorum of the Tower hamlets. Sir Edmund 
Affieck, Bart. proinoted to be rear-adimiral of the 
blue. 11. His Grace Charles Duke of Rut- 
land to be Licitenant-General did General- 
Goverhour of his Majeity’sskingdom of Irejand, 
——13 Colonel Hulie, comptroljer of the 
hotifehold.— Col, Stephens, and Lieut. Gol. 
St. Leger, grooms of the bed-chamber. 
Major Churchill and the Hon. Captain Ludlow, 
€querries to the Prince of Wales. 21. Licu- 
tegant-CGeneral William Auguttus Pict to be 























commander in chief of his Majefty’s land forces 
in Ireland. 23. Benjamin Thompfon, Efg. 
colonel of his Majefty’s regiment of American 
dragoons. And james Patey, Efg. sheriff of 
the county of Berks. 








8 oe ere 
BANKRUPTS., 


TEPHEN Northoufe, of Leeds, in Yorkhhire, 
innholder.—Tho. Laundry, of St. Neot’s, in 
Huntingdonthire, grocer. John Elworthy, of 
Chard, in Somerfetfhire, linen-draper.—Mary 
Dare, of the Minories, in St. Botolph, Aldgate, 
London, oil and colour woman.—Thoimas Tho- 
mas, now or late of Llandovery, in Caermar- 
thenfhire, mercer.—Samuel Harrifon, of Bath, 
dealer in wines and fpirituous liquors. —Richard 
Fielding Moyte, of Great Yarmouth, in Norfolk, 
linen-draper.—Thomas Robfon, of Pall-Mall, 
Weftminiter, Middlefex, hatter.—Mofes Harris, 
of Brown-End, Northchurch, Hertfordfhire, pa- 
per-maker.—Marmaduke Teafdale, of Scotland« 
yard, Middlefex, money-fcrivener.—lIfaac Ivory 
late of Bifhopfgate-ftreet Without, hat-maker.—. 
Matthew Pagan, late of Bell’s-Buildings, Sa- 
lifbury-fguare, London, merchant. ames 
Brown, of Sudbury, in Suffolk, crape-maker.— 
Joachim Famin, late of Moorfields, merchant, 
but now a prifoner in the King’s-Bench prifony 
late partner with Peter Rodolphus Utermarck 
and James Lewis Adam, of Moorfields, mer- 
chants.—William Jackfon, of St. Margaret?s, 
Wettminiter, catpenter and builder.—Ambroie 
Moore, of Noble-ftreet, Fofter-lane, London, 
ftocking-trimmer.—John Frafer, of New-court, 
Swithin’s-lane, London, merchant (carrying om 
trade under the iirm of John Frafer and Co,)— 
Peter Collins, of Iflip, Northampton, merchant 
—Thomas Peter Foxlow, ot Mancheiter, Lan=- 
caiter, merchant and cotton manuta¢turer. 
Edward Eagleton, of Bifhopfgate-{treet, London, 
tea-dealer.—Callingwood Ward, of Birminghamy 
gun-maker.—William Ward, late of Biddeford, 
but now of Wincklcigh, in Devonthire, fhop- 
keeper.—Henry Edwards, of St. Thomas in the 
Clitfe, near Lewes, in Suflex, timber-merchant. 
—Henry Morris, formerly of Fleet-{treet, Lone 
don, filverfmith, but now of Hammerfmith, in 
Middlefex, dealer.—John Evans, of Broad-itreet, 
Ratcliff-Highway, dealer.—Samuel Leman, of 
Hoxne, in Suffolk, grocer.—William Walker, 
late of Sudbury, in Suffolk, factor.——Richafd 
Chaney, of Old-ftreet-road, St. Luke, Old- 
ftreet, foap-maker.—William Walter, of Ox- 
ford-itreet, Middlefex, haberdafher.—Matthew 
Haynes and Matthew Samuel Haynes, of High- 
Holbourn, warehoufemen and copartners.—Ro- 
bert ANridge, of Cookham, in Berks, meaiman 
and barge-inaiter.—John Sanders, off St. Paul, 
Shadwell, mariner.—Edward Gaiman, of Ca- 
rey~ftreet, itable-keeper.—-Mark Ridgeway, late 
of Ironmonger-lane, London, byt now of Hox- 
ton, St. Leonarg, Slioréditch, ‘lrith—fa¢tor and 
broker. —Owen Meredith, of Glyn-Malden, near 
Doalgelly, in Merionéththire, timber-merchant. 
—John Hudfon, of Eaft-Retford, in Notting- 
mihire, innholder.—Jofeph Colen, of Strat- 
ford, in Etiex, plumber. 
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